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PREFACE

It sometimes happens that the study of the prin-
ciples of composition is left until the overcrowded
last year of the high school, under the plea that
facts ought to preceds generalieations. Is it not
better to have the papil begin two or three years
earlier than this to frame simple generalizations
for his gwn future gmidance? The first yesr stu-
dent daily awakes to new experiences aond prob-
lems. e demands tules and reasons: * How shall
he choose theme topicz? How wmuch shall he
put into a semtence? Wiy ia electrocution in bad
usage 7 If the prineiple is asked for, shomld it
not be given—aa muech of it as can be digested 7
When such & coursze iz followed, time enough i3
left in the high sehool for composition to become
a habit. The complex process wherein inventicn,
as it proceeds, 1= reatified by criticism, invelves
many delicate reflexes. The formulated principle,
invaluable to the student in revising, in turn grows
to be an unconseious f2e%or in every succeading act
of composition.

The more essential rules ought not to be mere

phantoms to the boy just completing his first year
L
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in the secondary school. In regard to other mat-
ters of living, great principles are tanght him from
infancy, without the slightest fear of setting up too
analytie a state of mind. If & boy of three may be
told “alwayas to do ona thing at a time,” must a
boy be eighteen before he is told “always to
write about one thing at a time”? At three the
child is required to eontrol some of his strongest
emotions; must he he eighteen hefore he i asked
to check digressions in the paragraph? And is it
posgible to implant & genwine habit of checking
digreasions except by leading the student from
particular inatances to some generalization which
he may keep in mind as a norm for futvere self-
criticiam * Syothesis and analysis cannot safely
be separated; a good preseription for most thetori-
eal disorders 1s, more of both.  Indeed, what seems
to be needed to-day in feaching composition 13 not
one thing, but several: on the ome hand, more
ntilization of literaturte and more appeal to social
intérests ; oo the other hand, more inductions and
generalizations by the atudent himself; on both
hands, more time for pructice and seff-criticism.
In the present book, oviginally printed privately
for my own elasses and now rewritten and enlarged,
T have tried to present & larpge number of definite
sifuations to be faced for constructive practice both
in organization and im dietion; and to give in
simple, even colloquial language, all the larger
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generalizations which a boy presenting himself at
college might reasonably be expected to have been
using for two or three years as touehstones of his
own work. Ezxeept in the chapters on punctuation
and grammar, the order of reaching peneralizations
is meant to be essentially inductive. In these
reviewchapters a part of the principles come
before the illustrations in order to get the help of
all past associations. Even hers the induction is
often gone through with & ascond time, leading up
to a restatement of the principle. It is recom-
mended that studeuts should often he asked to
frame generalizations of their own, though the text-
book may have led up to gimilar ones. Tn Chapters
VIIL. and X., on words, | have tried to present con-
ditions favorable to the framing of definitions by
the student. By varions deviees I have constantly
tried to avoid separation between exercise critieal
and exercise constructive. Oeeasionally, after the
correct form has beon studied, bad English is of-
fered for correction, for the sake of the appeal to
the gtudent’s personal pride and his sense of the
ridicnlons; buot in peneral it is sssumed that the
stundent’s correction of his own bad English will
afford plenty of contact with faulty forma,

The book is primarily intended to be used in
close connection with the literary studiez of the
firat two years of the secondary course. It may
be used later if the arrangement of subjects allows
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little time for literature in these earlier years
The order of presentation should,' in the author's
opinion, follow that of the bock. 8till, Chapter
VIII., on correct choice of words, may be taken at
the start if the teacher prefers. Where a good deal
of literary study is carcied on in the first year, the
first eight chapters are perhapa encugh for this
year. But a rate of progress cannot be prescribed.
A text-book is & mere help, and bad in proportion
as it tries to be anything more. Its function seems
to be to supply the supplemontary appeal to the
eye, since the living teacher can engage to do this
but to a limited extent. It appears obvious that
the bock should be read slowly encugh to permit
two thinge—much parallel literary study, and
much revision of themes in the light of preceding
chapters. TFirst deafts are sometimes all that are
worth making; but nsually a task requiring con-
nected diseourse is not finished until there have
been several revisions. If the sfudent writes each
new composition with a view to one particular kind
of excellence, and then revisea with referonce to
the kinds of oxeellence be has previcusly striven
for, he will gradually be able to hold several sty-
listie principles in mind as he composes. Many
themes should be written in elass. A limited pe-

1 From the firat, brief supplementzry themes, especially re-
productions, should be requiced.  For Wibllography of matarial,
st Chaptar XTII.



PREFACE 1X

riod should be set for the first draft; and half as
much time may well be spent in revising before
this ia handed in. In this revision the student
may profitably read his theme as many times as
thare are chapters to be mentally reviewed.

The remarkable strength of the verbal memory
in students of the first two years of the secondary
school is & fact by which every teacher must have
been impressed.! Add to this fact the other, that
the pupil’a social intezests are now in.a perfect
renaissanes of liveliness, and you have exactly the
conditions for enlarging the working vocabolary.
It i now or never. The boy, though like the man
bo hates a fine disgtingtion in conversation, is grow-
ing cut of the exapperated rebdoence which has
of late pecmed to him the manly thing. He ia no
longer determined to employ what Mrs. Meymnell,
speaking of the boy of twelve, calla his “earefully
shortened vocabulary,”* The girl, even more than
the boy, iz full of new ideas which would flower
into speech if the words were to be had. To eapt-
ure these new interests and satisfy them by litera-
ture i3 of course the best thing. Stmdy of isolated
words, whether for knowledge or for power, is but
supplementary to the study of the vital funetions
of words in the living organism. But even the
gtudy of syononyms, if pursued in preparation for

1L Preaident Stanley Hall'a Pedagogieal Seminary, iv.i. T6
¥ The Children, p, 108, (The Boedley Head. Jobn Lane. )



