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PREFACE

The descendantz of Gerrit Froderiekse Lansing, son of Fraderick Lansing, a
citizen of Hasselt. Provines nf Overijzzel, Holland, comprize one of Ameriea’s old-
st amd most distinguished families,

The family Iz elosely azzocialed with the feunding of the first European
settlements in the valley of the Upper Hudsen, at what i3 now Albany, Gerrit
Prederickse Lansing having avrived in Amorvica during the peried when the -
vrial pranls were in their cerly staces of development, The firet wanorial grant
i this recion was issned under authority feom the Lomds States-Gensral of the
Nathevlands to hillian Van Renzzelacr, a wenlthy merehant of Amsterdam, whn in
1620 purchased from Lhe Indianz the fands In the veinity of Fort Orurpe (Albany)
und founded the Manor of Rensselagrwyek, This tract contained 2omo seven hun-
dred thovsnd acres mesured twenly-foar miles along the Hudson river with =
breadth on either hank of twenty-Tour siles and meluded the lands now comprising
tha counties of Albamy, Columbiz and Henzzelaer. The Grst seitbers Tor the bew
colnny sziled from Trexel, Heolland, in the ship Unity in comenand of Jan Browor,
and srrived of the mouth of the Biver Mauretiue ( Hudzen Fiver) on 3lay 24, 1630,
Oher scttherz zoon followed and the Manor of Renzsclacrwyel rupddly increnzed
in population and importance, the largest settlement being on the londs lving near
Fort Orange and comprizing the village of Beverwyek {Alhany).

Gorrit Froderickse Lansing, zun of Frederick Lansing, the ancestor of the
Tansing Family in Awervica, arrived at Xew Amsterdam (New Yerk) with his
family about 1640, and a few vears lafer wasz established af Rensseluery vek, Ilis
descendunts took 4 mosl aclive part in the affairs of the new colany, the name
appearing with great Treqguency thoeughout the eivil aod militasy recowds

Killian Van Rensselsar, Futronn and Tord of the Manor of Renzseluerwyck,
died in 1617, and the estate deccended to hiz =on Johannes, then o minor. Brandt
Arentze Van Slectenhorst was appeinted Director Lo represent the voung Pairoon
Hig son, Sieur Gerrit Van Slectenhorst marvied Altje Lanzing, duughter of Garrit
Frederichze Lanzing,

In 1664 the Provinee of New Amsterdam paszeed nbo the bands of the Enplish.
The village of Beverwyck was renamed Albany 1 fonor of the Duke of York and
Albsny, but in I8 the Provioee reverted to the Duteh and the name of Albany
wag changed te Williamstadl.  In 1674 the Englizh again securing contrel the
name Willinmstadt wne changed to Albany. In 1683 the Previnee was divided up



into vegular English shires or counties. The English Government, however, rocog-
nized the rights of the Van Rensselaees to the Manor of Renzgalaerwyck and Govs
ernor Donegan jzsned to the heivs of Killian Van Rensselaer & Tutent confieming
the nariginal gramt, with the exception of those lands eomprising the Ciy of
Albany,  Stephian Van Densselaer, Patroon of Reaszobnerwyek, marrled Elizabeth,
daughter of Elirabeth Tanzing and Stephanus Groesbeck.

In 165G the City of Albany was pranled fls charter, Poter Schuyler being the
first Mayver. Hiz dauphicr Geertruy Schuyler was the wife of Johannes Lanzing.

- - -

The daia conlained in this velume is Lo be feund in Munsell's Annale of Al
bany, 10 volumes, 12305 Mupzell’s Colleations of AThany, 4 volomes, 186G New
York Genealopicat and Biographiza] Beeord, 43 volumes, 1571; Geneslogy of the
Strong Family, 2 volumes, 1871; Peareon’s Alleny Settiers, 1872 Pewrson's 3ehen-
Golady Settlers, 1873 Welse's Hlstory of Tansingtorgh, 180T Mungell’s History
of Cohoes, 1877 Taleott's New York and New England Families, 1851, Husues
American Aneestry, 18577 snd varioues State, Counly and City rovords, The in-
Tormeation centained inthe above mentishad autheritiez i3 veasonably soeurate and
is hersin publizshed as of probable Intevest to many of the family to whom, other-
wise it would nol be.avattable, most of the pullisations new belng out of prink
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EXTLANATION OF NUMBERING.

The number presading a name refors Lo the numerical crder in which thal
name appears in the following pages, These numbers which first wppear before
the name of the chiliren are again tsed when that same name apain appears s
the head of a Tamily.

The number fallowing & name refers to the reneration



