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PREFACE

EDITION OF MDCCXCYV.

Tuz neglect which writers of genius are occa-
sionally condemped to experience, as well from
their contemporaties as from posterity, was never
exepplified, perhaps, in a more cminent degrec
than by the poct whose works are 1:_u:|w. offered
to the public. His very name appears fotally
unknown to Leland, Bale, Pitts, and Taaner: it
is mentioned, in short, by no cne writer, till late
in the present century, nor is found to oceur in
any catalogue; while the silence of the public
:mur&s wonld induee us to-believe that the great
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monarch whom he has 5o eloguently and earnestly
panegyrized was either ignorant of his existence
or insensible of his merit.*

That these cqually elepant and spirited com-
positions were at length retrieved from the ob-
scurity in which they had been for ages interred,
was owing to a whimsical circumstance, which il
may not be impertinent to relate,  The compiler
of the Catalogue of Cottonian Manuseripts, printed
at Oxford in 1696, or some person whom he em-
ployed, had contented himself with describing the
inestinable yvolume, marked Garea B, TX, which
contains some of the most precious relics of
ancient English poetry, u these words: * Crav-
cer. Eremplar emendate seriptum.”  The manu-
seript, it must be confessed, is very fairly, and
also pretty correcély written, if either be the

= {If this monarch, who gave to Changer an office in the castama,
apou condition that be wrote 18 actaunts witle bly own band, it kag
already been chaerved, that, * thaagl sdosed with wany royal and
bercic virtwes,"” he * bad ol ehe gl of discerulog aod patroniziog
opreab gl Vide Chincer®s hralerdary Pedes, by Tyrwhiig, 1935,
Bvos vl T pe XxviiL
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meaning of emendafe, but owes not the smallest
obligation to the great poet whose genuine works
might, naturally enough, have been expected to
occupy the whole. - The indolence of the eata-
logue-maker being equal to his ignorance, readily
converted the name of Ricnarp Cunawrer,
scrawled, perhaps, by some former proprietor of
the volume, on a spare leaf, into that of Georruey
Cnavcer, the supposed author of ils conteats.
To this fortunate blunder, however—if' a blunder
there was to be—we are indebted for our acquaint-
ance with the name and writings of Lavaexce
Miwor, whom one of a difforent nature might
hiave consigned to perpetunl oblivion. The late
ingenious and industripns BMr. Tyrwhitt, in pre-
paring matenals' for his admirable editon of
Chaucer's Canferbury Tales, consulied the manu-
seript for the purpose of collating an acenrate copy
of his favourite author. His disappointment,
which may be easily imagined, would be very
speedily converted imto the most agreeable sur-
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prise; on Iind'i:ng himsalf thus unexpectedly in-

>

.-'_E"'.

troduced to the acquaintance of a new poet,
anterior, perhaps, 10 that favourite in point of
time, and certainly net his ‘inferior with respect
to language. In consequence of this happy dis-
covery, the name of LavkeNce M.Iuiﬂ"r, which
he himeelf hag luckily taken care 1w preserve,
was first ushered into the modem world by a
note 10 the learned  Essay on the Language
and Versification of Chaweer,”

A copy of these poems having boen communi-
cated lo the Rev. Thomas Warton, of Oxford,
some ¢xtracts from them appeared, with sufficient
aukwardoess indeed, in the third volume of his
History of English Poedry, published in 1781.
Those extracts, however, are by no means undis-
tinguished by the general inaceuracy which per-
vades that interesting and important work. Tts
author, confident in great and splendid abilities,
would seem to bhave disdained the too servile task

of cultivating the acquaintance of ancient dinlect



PREFACE. 3 ‘&

or phraseology, and to have contented himself
with publishing,-and occasionally attempting to
explain, what, it must be evident, he did not him-
self understand. Thatan English writer of the first
eminence should never have heard of the name
of Bavror, must excite surprise: and yet this
appears to have been the case of our poetical
historian, whe, in his certaioly bold, but not less
erroneous, attempts to clucidate one of the fol-
lowing poems, makes ¢ Edwand Tue Barionre”
to mean * Edward Tone wanvige,” that is,
i Edward Toe rHiRD,” who “is introdoced,”
he says, * by Mioot, as resisting the Scotish
invasion in 1347 [1346] at Nevil's Cross, near
Durham ;”* though every child might be ex-

* The b well kown (o be the novthers cormupion of de © heoes
the Broce, dhe Tablol, of the Beothsh poeds, See Harbeue's Life of
Britee, pamalm, Thus, also, Philippe de Faleir ishere calted * Plilip
the Falas™ The name of Bello! was frequontly writton Ballelf, or
Baidllof, in the age of oor poet. In Moees's Noming Nobilino
Epnltumgue sub Edw, I, 1749, 4o, wa find *° oy Thomes de
Balledf' ;" andl in a list of Darbam knkghts, I the time of Heary 111,
presacved inoalh anciont maneseript, ealled Fhe Soddon.ake, froin
its contalulug a copy af that reeord, tn the aaditer™s office, Turbain,
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pected to know that this monarch was, upon that
cccasion, at the stege of Calais: and, in fact, he
is, in the very poem alluded to, expressly stated
to be “ ont of the londe.” With respect to the
age of the manuscript, which the same gentle-
man attributes to the reign of Henry VI he was
probably misled by the person who transmitted
the poems, ag 1L may very fairly be. referred to
that of Richard T1. thovugh some pieces, it is true,
are inscrted by o later hand, and of a more
modern date.

That these poems were written, or at least
completed, in the beghwming of the year 1352,
according to the present stile, is not 3 mere eir-
cumstance of probability, but may be clearly
demonstrated hy intomal evidence and matter of
fact. The latest event they commemorate is the

capture of Guisnes Castle, which happened,

it giy Jobn de Fafiliof, elr Hogh de Saliliof, alr Bwnace de Beailiaf”
Alied Ilarry, the Scatish TIemer) calls fohn @ Balisf; 3 Thon the
Halsenne.”



