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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

Is the present edition, the chapters on “The Evll Epe™ amd
“ Saints and Superstitiona™ have besn omitted, and several cthers,
anch as thoss on the Coleseenm, the Aquedvets, sod the (Gogd O
Times, have been materially altered.

I have expressly avoided the disenssion of quesbions reluding to
politics and religion, not heeause T have nol very strong opinions on
them, Lol Becanse my book lins ancther scope; and T comld do jos-
tioe neither to myself nor to these sohjects in trealing them thos
incidentally., My chicl object has bean to deseribe what is chavne-
teristic in the common life of Home; but T have not felt therehy
debarred froem all subjecls of o serions character, even thoush 1hey
ghonld Involve some slight historical skeeches, The Ghetto, the
Colosseum, and the Fountains, Aguedncts, and Baths, owe one of
their great chorms fo nssocintions with the post, and it weuld b
difficult to give an secount of them without tonching npon motters
of history and archmology. To scholars, the information containe]
in these chapters is superfluous; bul 6o the main portion of travel-
lera it will not, I bope, be uninteresting; and it s for this reasou
that they bave been retained, thoush all excopt that velating to the
Fhetto have been much compressed and moedified in form.

An author is not » good jndge of bis own work, and, to confess
the truth, in makiog the deductions spoken of, T have felt much in
the condition of the fabled miller and hie aze ; for whatever one has
advised me to reject, another hes, with equal ergency, desired me to
retain. 1 should, however, bo very ungmteful not to express my
wirm thanks for the kind spirit in which my book bas been e-
ceived, The generosity of the public has checrod me in the unin-
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teresting work of revision, apd indueed e to spare no pains, which
might render it more worthy of the favour almeady bestowed npon it

A num'berl of misprints oteurred in the previome editions, which
were npecessarily incidental to the printing of foreiom words and
names.  These which T had no oppertunity of revising and correct-
ing, even in the second edition, I linve now endeavoursd carefully to
set vight. But T cannet bope thal none will occur, sinee o hook
was ever without them. T ooly desire that they wmay net be put
down to the ignerance of the author, as it is impossible for me per-
eanally to revise the press,

{me word, alsa, [ wish to sav, In rerard Lo this book, both in it
present form and a3 it previously appeared.  Nothine in it is at

' gecond-hand, onless so etated.  The places, people, and scenes de-
acribed, T heve perscnally scen. The bocks that are or were qooted
I hove personally examined anil red, alwaye in ap far ns reloted o
my subject, and geverally thronghont. It was far from sy inten-
tion to Wuﬂe 1 pmte,a.'ld.r_'fl aradition m viting books with whieh I
happenad to be familiar; but, to moard agaiest nny such seewation,
I bave, in this odifion, streck oul acarly all the references in the
notes.

At the mume time that Touch hes been omitted, somwe additions
bave beem made melating to the customs end life of the common
people in Rome, nod these, T hope, will nob be thought to be with-
outb interest,

W. W. 3TORY.
Roxe, Xov, 1843,



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

T substanes of a fow of the carlier chapters of this book b
already appesred in the * Atlentic Monthly®  Tint these have heen
ginoe re-wyitten, enlarced, and, it i3 to ke hoped, improved.  The
remainder, und fur the greater port of the ook, s wow printid for
the first time.

The title, “Eoba di Toma," will he iotellizthie to every ane wii
has been in Rome,  Mr, Millhonse, in hie distionary, defines “ Hoba ™
to be “ poods, wares, things, arlicles, properly, chattels, cetato; stull,
Tumber ; & robe, gown, dress”  Yeb this delinftion, extensive as it
is, ig inadeqnats, We bave no term so comprehensive in English,
“Hoba® is everything—from mbbish and nff-raff o the most
cequisite yproduet of art ond matore, This book iz flled with
“Toba,"—amd I hope that it sontains very litele lobaesin,” which
Mr. Millhouse dofincs o Te *{esh, lrwmpery, and stuf”

Nov, 1=t 1842,
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