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of the convention to make an appeal to

you for the study of the Holy Scrip-
tures. The limited time allotted me pre-
cludes consideration of them as a whole and
compels special selection.

I have chosen 'their Great Central Figure
—the Great Central Figure of all time,—
and shall speak of Him, believing that He
of all the characters found in them will
most incite desire in you to know them, and
more than all others will impel you to their
study; and in the hope that in their study
you may come to know Him, whom to know
aright is life eternal.

For ten years I have had in my mind and
purpose the preparation of a lecture con-
cerning Him. In that time I have read
many books, heard many lectures and lis-
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tened to many sermons of which He was the
subject or the théme, and have gleaned in
many fields and delved into many mines.
And now I bring you an epitome of what I
have read and heard and of my own best
thought concerning one phase of a single
question pertaining to Him the primal, mas-
ter question—"“Was He mortal, or is He di-
vine?"

In presenting the subject I omit from
the argument almost entirely the fact of His
immaculate conception;—the fact of His
miraculous birth;—the fact of His resur-
rection ;—the fact of His ascension, and the
miracles He performed; and confine myself
to a consideration of His perscnality—the
effect of His gospel and the results of His
ministry and life.

I do not claim originality for much 1
bring you. There isin it little new. Some-
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times only the thread that binds the parts
together is mine.

The thoughts I present are still wet with
the dew of other minds. The fragrance of
many great souls still lingers about them.
In assembling them and preparing them in
somewhat new form I have been greatly
blessed, and I give them now to you in the
hope that there are blessings in them still.




