THOUGHTS ON
A REVELATION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649299133

Thoughts on a revelation by S.]. Jerram

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



S. J. JERRAM

THOUGHTS ON
A REVELATION

ﬁTrieste






THOUGHTS

oN

A REVELATION.

BY

8. I. JERRAM, M.A,,

VICAE OF CHOBHAM, SURRET,

LOFDON:
WERTHEIM, MAOINTOBH AND HUNT,
M, PAYRaxoiTEE Row,
Awp §%, Hoazxs Gynxxr, Cavavpisn Savame.

1862,

Ao . Ef.



ABSTRACT OF QOKTENTS.

— L]

PAGE.

Introductory : proposed mode of treating the wbject . 1—4
1.—Enowledge of (God needfut . i . 4
— — —— canmect be obhumdby ﬂuaetpmsephm

of God i 5
—_———— mnnotbeobtmned,tunmﬂlmantmamt,
by exercise of natoral faculties . . 6
cannot be obtained by any implanted
idea . ' . .8
——-—————themﬂ:mmuntberemaleﬂ % 3 B
Objection arising from mmvemhty of a sta]ah.on ,
2. —Conditions under which a Ravehhnn'-m.aybe expec‘:ai to be
given . . - 9
Revelation must havea&whnshfenhamctm' T
must be suthenticated to original recipients . 10
— eannot convey o perfeet knowledge of God . 12
——— must be limited by the object demigned . .12
—— must be Emited also by the stabo of knowledge
existing at the time when made - . 14
must be, in pome degree, phemomensl . . 15
Buch a Revalation appears to be the only cne in nccordance
with man’s position, and also edequete ; 16

‘Worda 22 a medinm of Revelation must be limited 'by:dm
elresdy exiating, which ideas are alsolimited by experience 18
Anthropomorphic notions of God ; the Infinite and Absclute, 19
Ideas na & medinm of Bevelation ; ideas mdpmpﬁmldin—
tinguished, ate. . . . 20
Perception as smoﬂmmofﬂwehhm nntmihelfndequnh 22



ir CONTENTE.

PAGE.

3.—Conditions under which & Revelation may be sxpected io be
recorded, ete. . .
Emctmwmaﬂmmdam&d:&mofhmm
Distinction drawn as to meaning of *“exact verbal record’
Divine and human elements in 8 Bevelation; variety of
style, efe. . . .
Uomldmhmuhthe p!mnmnﬁafmrdinga

4.—Conditions under whick a Revelation may'bq a:q:mhdh be
fransmiitisd . .

5.—8ome considerations s to the conditivna under which a pro-
feased Bevolation may be properly secepled . .
Evidence to contempornries : miracles, doctrines, ete.
Evidenee to others . .
Observations ea to believing : nidderrvedfmmuthara,np
dity of memtal processcs, intmitions . .

6.—Bome considerations ua to the Bible, as a professed Revelation
Ita pure merality, bold on publis opiniom, ete., mark it
cut as diffarané from other books . .
Whyacmﬂ;dsmntuw%nmdfalﬁaﬂhamdyofit
Its offer of supernatural aid considered
Ituoﬂferafmpmnturalmdninamurﬂ.lmemththsmp-
ral beliefs ua to Providence, and prayer v ow

26
28
29
29

31

32

gRE

a7
41

BES



THOUGHTS ON A REVELATION.

Few persons can have observed attentively the various
phases of public opinion on religious subjects during the
last twenty years or more, without noticing a growing
tendency to the aceumulation of difficulties on the sub-
jeot of Revelation. Geology, ethnology, mythical inter-
pretation, critical investigation, and inquiries of other
kinds, have raised their several difficulties; and, in con-
sequence, infidels have rejoiced, candid inquirers have
been perplexed, and even those who have held with firm-
ness decided views on the distinotive character of the
inspiration of the Bible, have sometimes found it difficult
to satisfy their minds entirely, and to asee clearly the
grounds of their conclusions,

The writer of these pages does not propose to attempt
a detailed reply to the various diffioulties which have
been raised. Answers to objections mrising from the
pursuit of particular sciences are most effectually given
by those, who have made those sciences their study ;
nor can there be any doubf that, if the book of nature
and the Bible spring from the same source, an increasing
aequaintance with hoth will tend to show their harmony
with each other, and fo diepel the perplexities which
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have arisen from an imperfect acquaintance with either
of them. It may be observed, too, that, as it requires
spoecial lmowledge on the part of a writer fo cope with
special difficulties; so aleo does it demand scquirements,
but rarely found, on the part of the reader, to appreciate the
real velue, both of the objeetions and answers which may
be made on geological, critical, or other special grounds.

The writer thinks that there is another method of
reply—a method which consists in giving as clear a view
as can be had of the real character of the subject against
which the objections are made; and this is the kind of
answer which he proposes to attempt. The man who
has a distinet and well defined knowledge of chemieal,
mathematicel, or any other science, will not be greatly
perplexed with diffienlties which may be brought from
other sciences, touching mpon that with which he is ac-
quainted. The knowledge which he possessea of his own
particular science will enable him, in some instances, to
perceive at onoce the wealmess of the chjections which are
alleged ; and, even when this is not the case, he will see
- such an harmonions proportion subsisting) between the
various parts of that branch of knowledge which he has
been pursuing, and be so strongly convineed of the cer-
tainty of it, that he will be justly disposed to attribute
to his own ignorance his inability to give satisfactory
replies 1o those difficulties which he cannot dispose of.
Real knowledge cannot of course be overthrown; and,
althongh it is often difficult to decide what knowledge is
of this description, the task of arriving at a tolerably
correot conclusion with regard to such subjects as fall
within the range of our faculties, must not be regarded
ag an hopeless one.

When eclear definitions have been givem, disputants
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have often found that there is no further room for dis-
cussion ; and, even when this is not the ocase, the force
of objections can, under such circumstances, be more ac-
curately weighed, and the real pointe of attack and de-
fenoce more clearly perceived. If a man were to say, in
a mixed company, that there was no taste in en apple,
many sensible men, unacquainted with his exact meaning,
might be inclined to dispute the assertion, and to say
that the statement was contrary to common experience;
but, if he explained his meaning to be, that taste is a
quality of a sentient being, and that there is nothing in
the apple of this kind, or corresponding to it, every-
body then would see the truth of his assertion, and ail
ground of dispute would be removed. We will take
another case. Those who hold strong Protestant views
frequently say, that the ““religion of the Bible is the
religion of Protestants.”” This, for most purposes, ex-
presses their meaning foreibly and well, and the mind, in
practice, usnally supplies the necessary limitations. It
does not, however, always happen that these limitations
are consciously present to the mind, or that the person
who practically receives the right impression might not
be greatly puzzled by the subtle reasonings of objectors,
The dictum, quoted above, does not mean, ss might at
first sight appear, that we are to make use of no other
means than the Bible in the investigation of Divine
truth, and that the wisdom of the present and past agea
is to go for nothing. No one eeuld thus isolate himself
from other influences; and, if he could, it would not be
desirable. "What is really meent is, that all truth neces-
sary for salvation is contained in the Bible, ¢ so that what~
soever is mot read therein, nor may be proved thereby,
is not to be required of any mam that it should be be-
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lioved as an articdle of faith,” elec.; in other words, that
the Bible iz the ultimate end sole standard of appeal.
This of course may be, and is disputed ; but, when the
statement is put in & clear and well defined shape, many
apparent objections vanish at once, and the real points of
attack and defence are made evident. If, then, we can
obtain ideas, on the subject of revelation, which shall be,
upon the whole, distinct, and worthy of being received
as true, much will be done to remove objections, and to
satisfy a reasonable mind.

The proposed investigation will necessarily be, in some
degree, of an & priori character ; not, however, as we trust,
so much so as to render it vague and without practical
value. It will be a priory, inasmuch as it will not as-
sume the existencs of & revelation, and then proceed to
-examine its character. This would be to beg the question
at issue. It will not be ¢ priori, so far a8 it consisis in
instituting an inquiry info the faculties of the’ human
mind, and their capacity to receive a revelation ; and into
this it will be found that the investigation will mainly
resolve iteelf.

1. We may commence our inguiry into the eubject by
notieing, that a knowledge of God, lo be oblained in some
way or other, seems almost essential lo the well-being of
man. If it be granted, that there is such a Being—and
few, it is presumed, would go so far as to deny this—it
must be of greaf importance for us to know the relation-
ship in which that Being stande to us, and we to Him.
‘We can hardly suppose it possible that an Infinite Being,
in some sense, 28 we suppose will be generally allowed,
the Governor of the world, should not have an important
relation to a¥ other existences; much less, that the re-



