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INTRODUCTION

Turs shore ontline of the Chief Perviods in English Literatore
does ot i any wise elaim to be move than an introdoetion to
the subjeet, bue v is intended to form a basis for good oral
lessons, and to be used azs o text-book in conjunction with such
lessons. _

1 have endeavoured to preserve the consecutive narrative
as far as possible, so that the book may form a Literature
Reader to e used with some hook of Speeimen Extracts.

The ehief object of the compiler of such an outline hterature
ought to be to encourage pupils to read for themselves the
works of our great anchors, and one great step in aecomplish-
ing this s to aronse interest in the growth and development
of onr literature, and in the peesonality of the great men
who form its central fignres.  Apart even from their literary
interest, the lives amd characters of sueh wen as Milton,
Dr. Johnson, Seott, or Wordsworth, are guite invaluable
for study.

I have added a short Biblingraphy, whieh 1 hope will be
found un=eful both to young teachers and studentz of the
subject,
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. FERIOD 1
FARLY TIMES TO AROUT 1350

Liternlure —Its beginnings in  England — Celtic—Saxon — Effecta of
Dranish  imvasions—Elfred's  work —Norwan  Consguest — Clhironicles
amid romanees—Thitteonth eentury,

LiteraTene may be defined as the expression of thought
and feeling in good prose or beautiful poetry. It gives us
the thoughts of the great men of a nation—not those great
in rank, or in their opportunitics of acquiring knowledge, but
great in that Heaven-given power which it is
Lil?l:':!tfﬂ:'u difficult to defing in words, o power which has
S in it something of the prophetic nature, as the
Bomans felt when they named the poet among
them the “vates," or seor ; something of the ereative power,
as the Greeks realized when they took their title from
“poein,” to create, and the Seoteh when they called him a
“ maklkar,”

All literature worthy of the name muzt possess certain
characteristics in common. It must have thought, and it
must have style or character in the expression of this thought,
It must al=o, if it is to influence many in the present or
future, be put into wriffen form, but this condition is not
necessarily attached to literature, Long hefore writing was
known, or, at any 1ate, familiar, poetry was learnt and

handed down as a precions possession from father to son. At
1



