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DEDICATION,

TO the millions of happy grand-children of a gener-

afion fapt leaving the stage of ackion, and who
must get their knowledee of the Rebellion and its causes
from the lips of those who saw and participaled or from
the pages of history, as we, the prand-parents, got ours
of the Revolution from these long since passed away,
and from the writlen vecords of that thrilling period,
this Fttle volume of wnigue bul wonderful history is
sincerely and most affectionately dedicaled by one of the
(rrandfathers.






PREFACE.

HE years intervening since the abolition of
rl-’ American slavery leave a majority of our peo-
people ignorant of its workings, and of matters
connected with i, except us they are gleaned from
the pages of history, or from the lips of those now
grown old.

It is not the purpose of this httle volume to discuss
the history of the “*peculiar institution™ in detail,
but slmply to give so much of it as will make appre-
giable the cause for another one equally “peculiar,™
known {or the last twenty years of its axistence as the
UxpEraroUND RAILRoAD,—a name for a mode of
operation, and not of o corporation or material object.

During the years of its operation, secrecy was a
cardinal, an imperative principle of its management,
as the following pages will make apparent,.  On the
breaking out of the War of the Rebellion, thus pulting
an end to ite operations, every vther subject was swal-
lowed up in the excitement of the great strugele, and
pubsequently in that of Reconstruction, Thus the
Road dropped measurably out of sight, leaving but
meager reports and archives to tell the story of its
working,

The promptings of a desire to leave to posterity
some realistic record of this, one of the most won-
derfal and thrilling features of our national history,
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no parallel to which is afforded in the annals of time,
must be the excuse for these pages. During the
eighties, the writer, who had lived amid its excite-
ments for years, and was more or less familiar with
the writinga of Coffin, Pettit, the Clarkes and others,
undertook a systematic research into the matter, the
result of which was the accumulation of a large fund
of incident and information pertaining to the Road,
much of which was published in the Home Mugazine
between the years 15353 and 1888, inclusive. Those
articles, in part, carefully revized, are now placed be-
fore the resder in this more permanent form, with
the hope that they may receive the generous approval
of an appreciative publie.
THE AUTHOE.
ORWELL, Omio, May 20, 1544,



