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PREFACE,

SevERaL of the following Hymms and Meditations,
were written during a brief visit of rocreation, amidst
the beautiful seenery which surrounds Bolton Abbey;
and others, soon efter, under the impulse there
received. Henoe the title. Bome earbier rhythmioal
attempts are introduced, which may add little to the
valne of the book,—but,

— I condd wish my ia'_ra to b

Baund easl, 16 ench "=
not only by what the Poet designetes as *netural
piety,’ but also by thet which aclmowledges a higher

origim.

These rhymes are arranged not in the order of their
dates, but with the idea of preserving some unity
and sequence of subjeot thromghout the book, as a
development of religious feeling, Bome of them

are enitable for psalmody, and to these the letters’

indisating the metre, are appended in the index of
first lines. The Author doee not claim for them the
high rank of poetry; but their publication as deveut
meditations in verse, will not be altogether unjusti-
fiable, if that which has given him so muoch pleasure
in the production, shall prove helpful to the spiritual
life of any one, in the perosal. ey

Br. Jomw's Woon,
Degember 1, 1057,




