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INTRODUCTION.

Howzves desultory the following communication may appear, being, in
great meaaure, made up of exivacts from various sulhors, taken st different
times, it is hoped that the chief aim of it may not be misundenstood, which is,
to encournge Christian charity, righteons judgment, and the exercise of that
faith which works by love to the purifying of the heart from all ita evil lusts
and affections ; that il may become the abode of the Prince of Peasse ; whereby
we may become wnited in the one Bpirit, 1o the one and only Head of that
apiritunl body, of which wa are professing to be members ; looking unto Jesos
aa the anthor sod finisher of our feith, turning our backs wpon sll creaturely
dependence, and beeoming wholly subject to the will and direetion of Truth,
nnder a feeling of our own impotency ; of our ulter inability to perform any
good word or work without the direction nod help of Him who * maketh his
angels spirita, and his ministers a flaming fire ;" who maketh the clonds his
chariot, and the wind hie ateeds; whose way ia through thick darkness, and
behald he cometh quickly, having his reward with Him—death as the wages of
siny and eterual life ag the recompense for a paticnt continpance in well-doing
—saying of the unjust, let him be unjust stifl, and of the righteous, let him be
righteons still,






A PEACE OFFERING.

Ir I have a right view of the immediate occasion of the
trials and difficulties in which we, ae n people, have become
involved, it has been, on the cne hand, the nndertaking to
set forth, as the views of the Boclety of Friends (however
undesignedly or ignorantly this may have been done), reli-
gious sentimente which never have been, and never can he
acknowledged by the true followers of Christ, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the 8pirit; who are not conformed
to this world, but are transformed by the renewing of their
minds, whereby they are enabled to prove what is that good,
perfect, and acceptable will of God ; and, on the other, the
endeavor to resist and controvert these sorrowful innovations
upon the doetrines of the Bociety, in an unecharitable, unfor-
bearing, and wnfergiving spirit, being exercised by a zeal which
is not according to the knowledge which the Lord alone
can give, respecting his truth, and the right means of pro-
moting it.

Through the prevalence of impatience, personal and party
prejudice, and jealousy, *the hottest friends of Truth have
done her deadliest wrong,” by striving hastily and unlaw-
fully against errcr; not willing to defer judgment until the
appointed time when the secrets of the heart shell be revealed
by the great Master, and Judge of us all, who alone can bring
to light the hidden things of darkness, and. open both the
mysteries of godliness and iniquity ; not willing to seek the
counsel, and follow the direction of Truth, easting our bur-
den upon the Lord, who is the head of his own body, the
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Church, bat preferring to work in our own way, wills, and
time, in order to accomplish a desirable end; wherefore,
these labors have not, and will not be crowned, though the
testimony may and will eventually prevail, through the
means appointed by Divine wisdom.

The Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Corinthians, writes,
that “if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such
custom, neither the Churches of God. When ye came
together in the Church, T hear that there be divisions among
you, and I partly believe it; for there must also be heresies
among you, that they which are approved, may be made
manifest among you,” The term heresy signifies, in gene-
ral, a sect or choice, and in this sense it is nsed by Paul,
who testified that after the most straitest sect or heresy, he
lived a Pharisee; but most generally it is taken in a bad
sense, for some fundamental error in religion, adhered to
with obstinacy. The Apostle enumerates heresies among
the works of the flesh, raying, “Now, the works of the
fleeh are manifest, which are these: Aduoltery, fornieation,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witcheraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envylings, &c.; of the
which, I tell you before, as I have told you in time past, that
they which do auch things, shall not inherit the kingdom of
God,

It in not simply and abeclutely necessary that there shonld
be schiems and divisions in the Church; but God hath per-
mitted Batan to show his malice, and men to discover the
lusts and corruptions of their nature, by causing such divi-
gions, that the sincerity of his people may be tried and known
by their steadfastness to the Truth, and opposition to those
corruptiona.” And it i8 by these that our foundations are
being tried; and bleseed are they who ehall be enabled to
stand upon the true Gospel ground, keeping their habita-
tions in the Truth. It is noteo much from errors in doe-
trine, brought in by a very few, as it is from a general lapse
from primitive faith and purity, found in the many amongst
us, as evinced by departures in practice from the righteous
law of God written within, that we are so perplexed and
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divided; and vain will be our plea, as the sons and daughters
of Adam, that the forbidden froit has been handed to us by
one or more who has been beguiled by the serpent to partake
thereof; in vain shall we plead the errors of others, ns an
excuse for our own; for the grace of God which bringeth
salvation, hath appsared to all men, teaching us what we
should do, and what we shonld leave undone; and this is
not only our teacher, but our helper in the great work of
faith and self-denial. And if we were only attentive “to the
still amall voice” of the Spirit of Truth in our ewn hearts,
. and resolved to follow ite teachings and leadings, neither the
light in which error is clearly seen, nor the life in which it is
sensibly felt, would be wanting; for God hath, in these last
days,spoken unto us by his Son, who ie the way, the truth, and
the life, and His life is the light of men; our Mediator and
Intercessor with the Father, presenting our petitions unto
Him, our great King and Judge, who hath appointed his
dear Son to be our only deor of entrance into the true sheep-
fold, counting all those who shall seck to climb up any other
way, a8 thieves and robbers; for he il have the glory of cur
salvation, and will not give it to another, nor his praise to
graven images.

Many, who, with the writer, have been made sensible of
precipitancy and error in judgment, and impatience in wait-
ing upon Him who seeth the end from the beginning, and
can “turn the hearts of his people, aa » man turneth a water-
course in his field,"” can doubtless, in humility, acknowledge
the discovery of their error, and the experience of confusion
and shame, in view of the folly and danger in attempting
the work of the Lord in our own wisdom and strength, think-
ing to hasten the progress of reformation by a hasty, an un-
forbearing and inconsiderate course of accusation and defa-
mation—whereby judgment haa been turned away backward
—rather than by trosting in, and cleaving unto Him who is
long-forbearing, long-suffering, and of tender mercy and com-
passion—secking to admonish and restore the erring, in the
spirit of meekness and love.

It is much easier, and more in accordance with human



