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PART I.

DESURIPTION OF THE TIPFERENT BREEDS AND VARIETIES oF

WHITE DORKINGSH.

The Dorkings originated in Dorking, England, and were
n.riginnl]ym:eglua white, Suleequently the colored Dorkings
wers prod in Surrey, Englund, from a cross with the Maluy,
F.s it is ssserted, but without positive evidenee of the alleged
nct,

The pure Dorkings have a supornumerary toe; bot the exist-
ence of the fifth toe s not always evidence of the fowl being of
this Lread, -

The euts here shown are portraits from life of fowls owned by
Dr. Eben Wight, of Dedham, Mass, o geotloman well known



12 WEITE DOEEINGE,

as an ienced importer and breeder of fowls. Itissaid that
white Dorkings are nearly extinet in England, and that the
eolored varieties are highly esteemed. It is quite that
lhiﬁiunm—mtfm;t nliag:;;lﬂf-&thﬂthem varieties
are betier, but from the positive people are ¥ 80
wduqﬁﬂ&qmmﬂﬂﬂpmyhﬁhfgminim
thchﬂdl“ an English suthor, says:

“'Tha eolor of tha is generall whits, ted or
Wﬂﬁgﬁﬂ;ﬂmm&m{ummmiﬁlm
w The hens weigh from seven to nine pounds; stand low on

laga ; and round, and short in the body; wide on the
s ol e

r -

ﬂndd};:!l bl aln,udwdlﬂum 'Ihé'l.:-

of pure speckled Dorkings is about 20s. the pair, ($4.44.) These birds
hl.’fdhvl:IFH i qdithMMyyunﬁMI?qdrmpm-iNi-
OVE GO OF mestie varieties was originally discovored and

spprociated.  1n this, and all other yorietios of fowl, blood shauld
be introduced from time to time, or the breed degeneraten™

Mr. D. P. Newell, of Rochester, writas s follows:

“ Dear Sir,—In eompl with your requost, I would say, that T
hava bred some of the :Eimlgmh lofﬂl;:‘fll, sod have mg-n ta the
conelusion that the pors whits Dorking is the best breed wo have
They bave more good qualities than any other fowl. Thay are eusily
kapt, hardy and easy to rear, have little wasta of offal, matare young,
and commence laying when from foir Lo five months old.  For the
tabla, 1 beliewe 1t in somsedsd by all dhmimimﬁﬁ;ﬁm- that
they have not an squal. Ihave one white Dat! mmported by
Mr. Sastt, of Vietor, which has layed for nine months past. * Bho oom-
menosd when four monthe old snd is laying now. I beliove it would
ba eafe o 2ay that she has laid at least one Aundred and fifty eoge, and
has not offered to set. I have kept during the last season, five differ-
ent breada, which are the black sand golden Polands; but my
pure white Dorkiogs have Iafd better tham any bresd. The fawn-
solored Dorking is doubtless a eross between the white Dorking and
Malay. 1 havo raised the speckled and fawn-eoloved Durkings thia
peason from the sbove eromses. The speciled Dorking is also & eross
betwesn the golden Poland, and the white Derking, Hﬂ ehickens
hawe the fifth tos, and other oenal merks of the Dor fowl. | have
I, Eben Wight's and Mr, Scott's importations, and breed them
with ears, selecting & cock from one im iom, and a hen
from the other; ard I have yot 1o be thiot the world ean
produce any thing superior t0 the Wihile Surray Derkings”

Maine, & foreign writer, says:

“The most yolunble variety for the table st present is the Dorki
breed This is pure white; and highly esteemed for whitcness an

- pe— = g
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WHITE DORKINGS, 13

”""{,‘,’_' flosh when served at tabls. They also feteh o high priss
at mar Among bresders, real Dorking cockas sell for from five to
ten shillings (sterling) sach. This breed makes an exeellont stock for
the farm or market. They fat well, lay well, and resr well ; are hand-
some alive, and show delicately white and advantageons whan pluoked
and dressed for market. Their feathers also being fine and of good
volor, oan ba substitnted many of them for gecse feathers, consequent-
ly they bring & higher price.”

In all the writings that have appeared in this country on
poaltry, the Dorkings have, I believe, never boen spoken of but
m terms of hitih commendation. George P, Burnham, Esq,
of Boston, in the New England Cultivator, says:

“The origia of the Dorking fowl is generally soncaded to the town
of Dorking, Surrey County, England, where for a century nnd a half,
thie variety has bosn kept and brad in great purity. bt fowls
kunown there, are purely white in solor—with rose eombs, Sesh-colored
lags and bills, and five tosa.  There are other fowls in England, ss wall
88 in this sountey, which are saffed Dorkings—{or the reason that the
white fowl has become so deservedly popular, snd so saleable; but
thess lest named are generally & mixture of the white fowl with the
native broods, or & crosa of the noble white Dorking with the old
‘Surray” fowl (ee callad,) or some other mongrel

“The best anthorities on poultry give the name of * Dorking ' to
the whife variety—that these are & forge fowl, howsver, we 8,
is no! elaimed for the Dorking, genorally. We havs never seen & pair
of them that would weigh over aight to siglhit and a half pounds for the
eock, snd five to six pounds for the hen. They possess remorksble
good qualities, however, in other ts: and have their advocates,
vary gamﬂ.aﬂl’ ¥, -munﬁmﬁmhm and re. Dr Wight, wa bellave,

W.

wis ona of the first imported these fowls from England into the
United Stabes, ¢

“*“In form, the Dorking is som ghort.1 , possssing v
little offal, and is & hudEru.a mmﬁ;&birﬂ. %:Ihmm ;E&“ﬁ
Inyers, and the very best of mothers, alwaye. They are moderaie
faodars, and for the table ars very choice—the meat of this fowl being
shortgrained, juiey and daintily favored

“There has bosn an attempt, with one or two bresdars in this re-
on, 10 palm off upon the unsophisticated, a eross betwesn the white
rking or the 'Surrey’ fowl, with the Great Malsy, or other Chiness
bird—a mongrel, which has been denominated for the time being, the
' apsckled Dorking' or the *grey Dorking,” but with very indifferent sue-
eags.  The fanciers who tried this experiment, have given it up; and
B0 W8 'mrkmhg.qﬂi?: following suthorities in to the eolor
of the Do vo the ulmtors in * groy kings’ to
out of their permanent ilfﬂﬁm?:al beat they may ! Bt
“ A porr tof Dr. Kerr, in his late * Domestic Poaltry,” thinks
the only which s thrown by the thorough-bred Dorking, is
whiie ; with white lege aod bills, s fifth too. He addes that the
whits Dorkings hova besn largely bred “in-and-in” and have mever



men on poultry In the world, that the ‘grey or *apeck-

MWHﬁinmthln;b of the white Dorkiog the
' ut & érods white

Iﬂfu ittago

“A fow so called ‘wpeckled ' Dorkings have been from
England, latterly, by enthosinetio fanciers, but we sre that
ﬁ?ﬁem Hlnnhdurhnw:mmm

an thess gentlamen are y o fall back

fowls, tha white variety, after ‘m&ﬂmtm
“Thers are very few varicties s0 highly prized as are thess, and
mone exeel them for all the good qualities in & domestia fowl"

The following is from Mr. H. V. N. Dimmick, & breeder
of experience at Hubbard's Corners, Madison Co., N. Y. He
refers to colored Dorkings in his allusion to Mr. Roteh's stock :

“1 mmeh fled to trus déescription of the ¢ Dork.
lngiuw:;’Tth Jm nnmhra;thnﬂwthauh:nat;mm
thoas who are anxions to obiain that very valuable fowl, may be tha
bettor able to of what they are about to mst. I Hava rais-
ad the *Dor soma three or four years, I have them from beth
Mr. Rotch and Dr. Wight's stock ; ncfi:rqmihﬁuh,ltlink!&q
eannot be surpassed, nzcmq ! I think th m;ﬂ
(1] ather o

eanbioed hay ses by & matie ST T



