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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

HNo sathor, I presome, ever mada a heak with-
out having some good reason for it: and if [ wers
ssked, * Why, when thers are already o meny
sxcsllent compilations of sacred lyries, do you add
ancther to the number " I should anzwer that,
sdmirable as I acknowledge many of the existing
selactions to be, [ have oever seen one designed
exclusively for schools, nor adepted throughout
to their use. For more than thirteen years sing-
ing haa been & part of the morning devotional
" exerpises of my school, and though I have aosed
e selection® most execllent mnd appropriate for
eocial religifus wmeetings, 1T have found & large
mumber of the hymna in it, either in whola ar in
part, quits unsuitable to be sung by seholars as-
pembled in gchool. [ heve therefore prepared the
following work chiefly to meet my own wanta, If
other teachers, after examination, shall like it so
well a5 to uae it in their schools, I shall, of course,
be gratified.

In preparing my work, I have been obliged, ne-
oasionafly, to male slight slterations of & phrase
or verse in & hymn, in order that it might ba ap-
propriately nsed in & sehool: for na the alterna-
tive was presepted to me either to moke such

#Thy =Taben Hymes, selected from e Tharmh Falmedy,”
Boston: aof the ~ Unbea Hypiss" of the Ameriosn Busday-seloel
Undon, A
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alterations, or to reject entirely & hymn otherwise
sdmirable, 1 besitated ot which to do. Im all
#much cases, however, the changes have been as
slight aa possible, and always, [ trust, in harmony
with the general spirit and sentiment of the hymn.

In making selections for my book, I have not
been ambitions to have it conslst mainly of piecea
not to be found in other sollections, But while a
portion of the hymns may be familiar to the mass
of Christians, and will be loved and sung by them
a8 long ss the English lsnguags endures, very
many in thiz selestion will, I presume, to moat
persons ba new. I gertainly have taken pains to
oull, from the not ingenaiderable stores in my poa-
seasion, the cheicest pieces I could find; siming
to have my hook, in literary merit and poetic ex-
oellence, a8 well as in sentimenta of pioud and
devotional feeling and of practical rightecusnees,
tha best selection of sacred lyrics extant. How far
I have suceeeded, others will, of course, decide.

I can, however, sesure the critios, that the num-
bar of perfect hymmna is small—very small. By
perfeet 1 mean pach s are complete in themaelves,
having the thres unities, * o begloning, & middie,
and an end:" presenting one leading ides ; and
uniting in iteslf, in a high degres, the imaginative,
the devotionel, and the dideetic. Bll, thers are
goms thot unite these axcellences, and I hope that
pome gugh will he found in the present volume.

In making a selection of tunes, I have confined
myzeif to a few good, old funes, easy to he sung,
and such as for a long time have been favourites
smong Christions of sll denominations. Tt is
deaply to be regretted that thers has been, of
late, sach » menis for new tones. Every new
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tune-book that is pablished T eonsider & grievous
inflictlon npon the Christinn ehureh, ae it tends to
frustrate the great object of singing—the worship
of God. That ohject is attained only when the
exereise is so eomducted that all cen join im it
But how can this be, when tunes are continuaily
introdueed which the comgregation never hesrd,
or ao diffieult of ezecution that they cannot sing
them? As well have the exercise of proyer in an
“yonknown tongue.” The object of o choir is to
wid umgﬂgnﬂﬂ-da‘l ginging, not to pupersede it:—
not to exhibit itaelf, aod display its wriistic skill
in executing new tones, like o bapd of opera-
mingers, with the congregation for its sudience.
Buch singing, however scientifie, however * highly
ssteemed nmong men,” must be * an abomination
in the aight of God."

* Tiee Heklod enrs no beart-folt raptaress mim |
Man arisos bk thay with our Ceaater's pradsa,'"

1 now commit may little book to the judgment of
intelligent and pions teschers. To whet extent
pinging iz gn exercige in our publie and privete
pchools I know not; bat sure I am that, wherever
introduged, its influsnes must be of the most happy
character. For myself, I would not continas my
pohopl & day without it. As en introduction to
the duties of the day, nothing con be more chas-
tening to the feelivge, more snimating to the
spirits, more inpentive to the faithfal and conspti-
entions discharge of duty, than singing an appro-
priata sacred song, replets with semtiments of
piety, benevolenge, and practical rightsonsness ;
imprepsing upon the hesrt, in the higher language
of postry, our duties to God, to each other, and
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to ourselver. Ehould this hook, therefore, he the
means of introducing singing into only cne school
where it has heretofore been neglected, I shall not
bave mads it in vain,

Philadelphie, May 1, 1850,

C. D, CLEVELAND.

PREFACE TO THE SBECOND EDITION.

Axorame edition of my * Hymna for Schools™
being called for, [ have endeavoured to malke it as
perfect ns posaible, To this end, six hymns in the
firat adition, namely, 81, 108, 189, 148, 234, snd
279, which 1 found to be duplicated sither in whals
or in part, have been cancelled, and others, ser-
tainly oot inferior, sabatituted for them. To the
i Index of First Lices," I have ndded the names
of the suthors, which 1 am sure will be sonsidered
an improvement; and in place of the * [ndex to
the Tunes,” which was pob wanted, I have put
four mew funea, as puggestad by two or three
tenchers who have used the book. A few alight
errors, not neqessary to mention, have also been
corrected ; so that now, I believe, the work is as
good ap I oan makts it, and still more worthy of the
ponfidence of those teschers who have spoken so
warmly in ita praise, C. D C

FPhilgdelphia, July 1, 1851,
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