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PREFACE.

Meissner’s new and improved

of learning Foreign Languages.

The study of foreign lanpuages having become general,
the methods of teaching tbem have altered and Lmproved, so

]
1 System
1
i a8 lo unite the changes which philology has suggested, with

Hmse which the comparison of languages hasz laught.
: The publisher has had this aim n view in the series of
Foreign Grammars which has been issued upder the title of
k.

Franz Taimnu's

Series of European Grammars
afler Meissuer's easy and improved methed,

These grammars combine Theory with Practice, and fol-
¢ low the ideas which eminent men have adopted, as to the
clﬂrm and most rational method of teaching languages.

The celebrated philosopler Leibnitz remarked “my opinion
mwﬂmymmwmmmﬂws@m—m
rth must be added for finish”, and the learoed philologist
" Facciolati observes “I am indebted to the classical authors for

* every thing I know, to the grammarians I owe nothing.”

Sgmensticeer was the first who in 1811 introduced this
new Method for the Latin, Greek and French Languages, and
te him belongs in justice the merit of having introduced a ra-
tional system of tuition. Alm who made use of lLis method
long after in 1834, acknowledges in his Preface, Seidenstucker



i

as the originator of the System. There was however an essen-
tial point omitted even in these hooks, namely that
the grammatical form should precede the Exercises, so
that the learner should at once be made acquainted with
the grammalical structure of the foreign language, with-
out which, he could pever attain a thorough knowledge
of it; this was first done in & masterly manner by Meiss-
ner in his German Grammar
and is the principle which has been followed im rRanz TamMM's
Series of Buropean Grawmars and which gives it a distinct fea-
ture of progress over the former systems pursued.
On these valuable principles the following grammars have

been published:
for the German Language by MEmsnea.
- = French - = AHBK.
- - Italian 5 - Migcsprri
- = Spanish = -~ SaLvo,
- = [Portognese - - CaBANO.
- = Danish - - Lunp.
- = Swedish - - LensTain,
- - Dukch - - Amr.
= = Hebrew - ~ HERIHEMER.
= = Russian - - ALETANDROW.
- = Latin - - BEmENsTICKER.
- = Modern Greek = ¥iacmos,

= = lcelandic - = Rasg.

The prevalenl idea in these grammars is that of teaching
a language easily and pleasanlly, of adapling it to every capa-
city, of removing all unnecessary difficulties and at the same
time of imparting the necessary grammatical knowledge.

In this respect therefore

Prany Thimm's 3erles of Grammars

is not only original, but extending the new Melhod to all the
Languages of Eurcpe il is unigue.

The excellent Grammars by Bische, Miller and Leisten
hiave been made use of for this work.
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