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[NTRODUTTION.,

In 1868 the Legislature of Blassachusetts voted that each
town should make a rocord of its soldiers, and of such facts
relating to each and his servive as might be interesting or
useful to future generations. For varions reasons our town
neglected to make such a record at that time, and there-
fore, after long delay, in 1880 the town voted that such a
raeeord be made, so far as possible, and placed among the
other records of the town for preservation. After consid-
aruble investigation and rescarch, the vote has been com-
plied with, and according tv a vote of the town in Murch,
1882, abstracts of tha sama—togsther with svma explanatory

and histerical narrative—is now presentad fo the public.



RISCORD.

On the 12th of Apuil 1861, the cannon of nineteen hat-
Levies rained a torrent of #hot and shell on the devoted heads
of sixty beseiged and halfstarved men in Fort Samter, 8.
C.. who stood trus to their Country und hud net forsaken
their post even when their last biscuit was eaten. Those
rebal guns battered down and set on fire the fort, compelled
the surrender of the horoes, and while in the Providenee of
od they took not the life of 4 single man, they neverthe-
less accomplished their wission. The people heard Lbemn
hregking down the great Temple of Tiberty and Tnion which
their Fathers had builded, and they roused themselves like
a ginnl from bis sleep, snd the shots that were intended to
sever this nation in twain, only ilended to cement firmly
together all loyal hearts sod hands throughout the land.
The men bockled on the armor of the patriot, snd grasped
the sword and musket, whila the women in tears, bade them
go forlh to fight, stayed bshind to walch, wnd work, and
pray, and wait, for nearly five long years.

There are some among us who remember well the exciting
avenis of those days and months after the full of Forl
Sumter, when the work of preparation—both of moen and
materinl—was being pushed to the ntmost: when wmeetings
were held all over the country—when velunteers offered
themsalves by the thousand—when men were drafled, and
bought and hired, when money was poured out by the
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million—when blood flowed like water—when anxious faces
dreaded to hear the next duy’s news, and when, alas, too
often, the worst fears of the weeping ones were realized.

Aye, there are « few among us now whe can sit calmly
down, and reeadd; az it were o drean,. lhe glittering parade,
the mustering cump, the crowded transport, the watehful
picket line, the dusty and wesrisome march, the assault so
deadly, the smoke and din of battle, the hospital, the sur-
geon's knife, the letters from home, the prisen pen, the dead
comrade’s fuce, and the final victory.

Yes, theve are some here snow, who remsmber ull this and
wore, but the number is growing smaller year-by year, and
in a few years move none will be left 1o tell the tale.

lu the years to come, when the fhvored sons and dangh-
ters of Sunderland wre asked the questions ¥ What purt did
your town bear in the suppression of the Great Rehellinn,
and did anybody go out from you to stay the mad hand of
Trenson?”  “ Did your town furnish any aid &6 those whoe
entered the army?  Did iy lay down their lives for their
Conntry?" it shonld be the pride and glory of all 1u be able
to answer in the affirmative. and poiot to the Record of
noble action, buth of those who went to the froul, aud those
who fullowed them with their gifts und prayers. Thal we
may be abla to answer such questions intejligently, und to
preserve from oblivion the numes of those who took their
lives in their hands and went furth at the call of duty, and
the liberal means furnished by the town for their comfort,
and for aid to their families in their alisence, is the object
of the investigation which bas been wmade, und the result of
which is embodied in the Record which is now presented to
you. It is a matter of regret thal thiz Record was not
attended fo before. Twenty years work wundrous changes,
and many things, smee aasily ascertained, are mow obtained
with difficulty, and in some cases with considerable expense,
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while other matters also guite desirable eannot he found.
Renlizing these difficulties it was with much hesita-
tion that the work was commenced, and though not as
complete and full as desirable, still we have a Record, that
for all practical purposes will probably be suflicient.

The peopla of Sunderland were united in their effortz to
do their part in providing men and weans, and punerous
meetings, both of the town and of the people, were held to
aceomplish the purpose, and the war and its progress was
the all-absorbing topic in privais and in publie.

The valuation of ithe town of Sunderland in 1860 was
£845,843; o 1868 it was $412,827. Tho whole amount
of money expended ns & town on account of the war, exclus-
ive of State aid to acldiers' fumilies, was $12,490.52, which
is nearly four per cent. of the lown valuation. The surus
also raised and expended by tha town, for aid o the fami-
lins of goldiers during the yaars of the war, were as follows: In
1861, %23.82; In 1562, B624.40; in 1553, $1486.80; in
1864, $340.44; in 1865, 8543.56, making a total of Btute
Aid during the live yewws of $3,619.12. This was after-
wards repaid by the Commonwealth. In 1880 state aid had
dwindled to %192, and only two ravipients. The labor of
arranging the details of all these cxtra expenses, and of
securing the men who ehould enlist to the credit of the
town, and of disbursing the funds to their [anilies, fell i a
great measura on the officers of the town, who were unremit-
tent in their work, und expended much time and labor
without compensation, The selectmen in 1861 were D.
Dwighi Whitmore, John R. Smith, snd Albert Montague;
in 1862, Albert Montagne, Elihu Smith, and George L.
Bachelder ; in 1864, Albert -Montague, Erastus Pomeroy,
Stoughton I. Crocker; in 1868, Albert Montague, Henry
J. Graves and Merrick Montagne. The Town Clerk dur-
ing all these years was lorsce W. Taft. The Town
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Treasuver of 1861 was William Huot; in 1863, 1864 and
1865 John M. Smith.

The first. town meeting at which any action was taken in
reference to the subject was held the 24th of May, 1861,
and it was voted: ““That Charles Whitmors, James B.
Prouty, Bamuel Jennison, N. Austin Bmith, Israel Childs
and Charles Cooley be u comrmittee fo disburse such sums
as shall, intheir judgment, be necessary for an outht for any
persons, resilents of this town, who may enlist for the sup-
port and defenze of our Union and for the tomiort of their
fnmilies during their term of service, and that said Cowmmit-
tee be anuthorized to borrow such sum or sums, not excaed-
ing two thousand dollars,as shall be necessary Lo carry this
vote into effect.”

This vote was pussed while it wus yel a qoostion as to
whether the town could legally appropriate money for such
purposes, but the lown was gusranteed sgainst loss by lib-
eral subscriptions by some of oor palriotic citizens, These
subscription papers are still in exisience, and show that a
fnrge proportion of the citizens subscribed to this fund in
amounts varying from §5 to $200 each, and the money
was actually paid over to the committes, and afterwards
refunded by the lown.

In the following Spring, at the annual town meeting, the
state baving authomzed if, it was voted: © That the Selact-
men be authorized to horrow money if necessary to conform
to the law for paying aid to the families of soldiers in the
U. 8. sarvice.” On tha 25th of September, 1862, it was
voted: # That we as a town vate to pay all those who have
or shall enlist under the last two calls of the Government
for troops, $100 each to be paid on their being mustered
into service.” On the 27th of Sept., 1862,it was voted,
“ That the sum of $100 be paid to each man who has
enlisted, as nine months volunteers.” This vote was



