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PREFACE

THE Generar Epitor hopes that the first volume of the Year
Book of Modern Languages will be received with the indulgence
usually given to a new venture. He could have wished that
the task of introducing it to the public had been undertaken
by more competent hands, but sharing the opinion of the
Council of the Modern Language Association that a Vear
Book ought to be ope of its principal publications he decided
to accept the responsibility.

As originally designed, the Year Book was to include general
articles on the progress of Modern Language study from 1914
to 1919, followed by special articles on the various languages,
with select Bibliographies. Tn view of the relatively short
period available for preparation it was impossible to enforce
a uniform type of article on the contributors who kindly
responded to the call for help, but the following general
principles were laid down:

(1} Original research should be reserved for the Modern
Lanpuage Reviewe. "Uhe Year Book 1s to be a plain
record of work done and progress made.

{2) In dealing with language and literature, contributors
should give an account only of events or theories
which have provided new matter for discussion, or
contributed definitely to the advancement of learning.

(3) Bibliographies should be select, only these publications
being quoted which contain a definite contribution to
knowledge, or are really worthy of recommendation.

It was hoped that the interests of school teaching would
be represented equally with those of University study, but the
claims on the time of members of the former profession were
clearly too serious to admit of contributions at such short
notice. No doubt this defect in the present volume will be
made good in future issues. There was alse great difficulty
in compiling an adeguate panel of contributors from the ranks
of University teachers. Many had been away on war service



vi PREFACE

in various capacities and they returned to find stagnation in
their Departments and themselves in need of preparation for
their ordinary work.

Another difficulty was encountered, strange though it may
appear, in securing contributors for the French section of the
Year Book, and the General Editor is particularly indebted
to those colleagues who came forward at the last moment to
fill the gaps. Even so the proposed article on French Literature
of the 19th century must be deferred until the appearance of
the second volume.

Little attempt has been made to co-ordinate the various
articles, as they differed so much in style and plan. It was
thought better to print them as they stood, so that both con-
tributors and readers eould discover precisely what form the
Vear Book ought to take in subsequent editions. One principle
already laid down above will be firmly maintained in the next
volume, viz. that Bibliographies must be select, and that no
space will be wasted on any book or article that docs not
represent an addition to our knowledge or that is not thoroughly
worthy of recommendation. Inclusion m the Year Book will,
it 1s hoped, he a guarantec of merit and importance,

The General Editor’s thanks are due to Professor O, H. Prior
for help rendered in connection with the French section, and
to Mr Edward Bullough, Chairman of the Council of the
Modern Language Association (191g), whose ready collabora-
tion has on all oceasions proved invaluable,

G. W,
DusLin,
Mauay, 1920
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THE REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT
COMMITTEE!

THis document may be justly termed the ** Magna Carta” of
Modern Languages. Lt sets forth plainly the history of modern
studies in Great Britain, reveals their present position in our
educational system and points out the road before us.

The Committee to whose lubours we are indebted for this
investigation was appointed by the Prime Minister in August,
1916, “to enquite into the position of Modern Languages in
the Educational Systemn of Great Britain.,” It was composed
of the following members:

Mr Stawiey Learues, C.B. (Chairman); Sir C. A, Mowracue
Bariow, K.B.E., M.P.; Mr E. Buriovg; The Rt Hon. Sir Mavrice
pe Bunsen, G.C MG, G.CV.O,; Mr A, C. Corrmv; Dr H. AL L,
Fisuer, F.B.A.; Miss M. A, Gruuicann; Mr H. C, Goocs; Mr J. W.
Heaprant; Mr L. T3, Hoot; Dr WaLTer Lear; Dir GG, MacoonALD,
C.B., F.B.A.; Mr A, Manssringe; Mr NoweLL Surra; Miss M. J.
T'oke; Sir James Yoxarn, MLP.; Seoretary, Mr A, E. TWENTEMAN.

Note, Misz Giorinasn wasadded to the Committes on October 12,
1916.

‘I'he Report is signed by all except Dr Fisher, who resigned
on his appoiniment as President of the Board of Education on
Dec. 13, 1916. Four of the signatories, viz.: Miss Tuke and
Messrs Ileadlam, Leaf and Mansbridge, make reservations on
certain subjects =,

L Report of the Committee appointed by the Prime Minister to enquire into
the position of Modern Lunguages inthe Educational System of Great Britain,
Presented to Parllament by Command of His Majesty., To be purchased
through any Bookseller or directly from H.M, Stattemery Office at the
following addresscs: Imperial Howse, Kingsway, Londom, W.C.z, and
28, Ahingdon Street, London, 5W.x; 37, Peter Street, Manchester; ¥, 5t
Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff; 23, Forth Street, Edinburgh; or from E. Pon-
sonby, Lid, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin, 1918, Price od, net.

2 (1) Hducational Value of French and Latin. (z) Compulsory Latin
at the University. (3) Languages in the First School Examination.
{4) Modern Sides. {5) Age at which Modern Languages should be begun.
{6) Preparatory Schools, [y} Classification of Schools.
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