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MECANIQUE CELESTE.

BY THE

MARQUIS DE LA PLACE,

PEER OF PRANCES GRAND CROYS OF THE LEG10T OF IIOFON; MENEER 07 TIIE FRENCH ACADENY, OF THE ACADENT
OF SCITACES OF PARIS, OF THE ROARL 0F LONGLIOE 4F FRANCE, OF THE ROVAL IOCIETIES OF
LONROR AND GETTINGEF, OF THE ACADENIES OF SCIENCER OF RUSILA, DEXMARK,

EWEDEN, FRUSRTA, HOLLAND, AND ITALY; MEMEER OF THE

AMERICAN ACADEKY OF ARTH AND SCHENCES; ETC.

TRANBLATED, WITH A COMMENTARY,
r

NATHANIEL BOWDITCH, LL.D.

FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETIES OF LOXDDN, EDINGORGH, AND DUBLIN; OF THE ANTRORONICAL SOCIETY

OF LOSBOR, OF THR PHILOJOPRIEAL BOCIETV NELE A7 PIILADELPILA, OF THE ANERICAN
ACADEMY OF ARTE AFD SCIERCES | CORREAPONDING MEMBER OF THE MOTAL
SOCIETIER OF BERALIN, PALERMO; ETC.

YOLUME IV.

WITH A MEMOIR OF THE TRANSLATOR,
BY IS SON,

NATHANIEL INGERSOLL BOWDITCH.

BOSTON:
FAOM TOE PRESS OF 1SAAC R. DUTTS;
CHARLES €. LITTLE AND JAMES BROWN, PUBLISHERS.
M DCCC XXXIX.
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MEMOIR.



Tae following Memoir has been printed as part of the Fourth Volume of Dr.
Bowditch’s Teanslation of the Mécanique Céleste. A short notice, containing the
outline of the present one, with only a few of ila details, was written by the author
during his father's iast illness and upon the day of his death. 1t was prepared solely
for the private perussl of a few friends, without any view to its publication. Six
meonths passed, and the volume which had been left unfinished by the Translator was
completed. At this time, it was suggested by the family that with it should be
published the original notice, prepared as above mentioned. This led the author,
who was conscious of its defecls and omissions, to wrile it again in the form
in which it is now laid before the reader. Severnl of the notes were added from
day to day dwing the process of stereotyping, which continued from the month of
Novembor to the sixtecnth of Murch, being exactly one year after Dr. Bowditch’s
death. Though the delay has been greater than wae wished or expected, it has
probably contributed somewhat 1o the accuraey and completeness of the Memoir.

Of the Mécanique Célesie only five hundred copies have been printed, the
greater part of which will probably remein unsold for several years, as, from the
nature of its subject, it must necessarily find but few readers, besides that it is
contained in four large and expensive quarto volumes. The author has, therefore,
caused to be printed a small extm edition of the Memoir, chiefly with the view
of presenting it 1o such individuals as he believed would feel an interest in the
account which he has given of his father’s life and character.

This copy is presented to
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