PROCEEDINGS OF THE ILLINOIS STATE
CONVENTION OF COLORED MEN;
ASSEMBLED AT GALESBURG, OCTOBER
16TH - 18TH: CONTAINING THE STATE
AND NATIONAL ADDRESSES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649266128

Proceedings of the Illinois State Convention of Colored Men; Assembled at Galesburg, October
16th - 18th: Containing the State and National addresses by Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ILLINOIS STATE
CONVENTION OF COLORED MEN;
ASSEMBLED AT GALESBURG, OCTOBER
16TH - 18TH: CONTAINING THE STATE
AND NATIONAL ADDRESSES

ﬁTrieste









/ff‘? E:A{,/..L b4 L & AR Y- T 8

r
ot f s )
5 e ’é(;r ,
it PR o N -
o/(:"erﬂé. &hal. s«”.r.-.r./:..'.-{“:a

:r"-,l /jJ E'ic'."u 3

(et 1330-)

PROCEEDINGS.

Presoant to a widely cireulated call for such an assemblags, a con-
vention of the colored Americans of the State of Tllinois, met.at the
¢ity of Galesburg, on the morning of October 16th, A. D. 1866.
The purpese of the body was to theroughly canvass the subject of
the disabilities, educational and political, that dwell upon persons
of color in this Btate, impeding their rightful progress,and to devise
and set in motion effective agencics for the permsnent remoyal of
‘the same,

~ The place of meeting was the lecture-room of the church of the
Rev. Edward Beecher, D. D. At ten o'clock the convention was
ealled to order by Mr, Edwin R. Williems, chalrman of the Chiesg
delegution. At his request prayer was pronounced by the Rev. '%0
Strother, of Cairo. Mr.J. H. Barquette, of Galesburg, was elected
temporary chairman, and Mr, Lowis B. White, of Chicago, and Rev,
T. Strother, of Cairo, were elected temperary gecretaries.

The call of the convention was then read by Joseph Stanley, of
Chicago, as follows:

T the Coloved Man of Tilinois ;

A year ago the long and bloody war for the preservation of the (Tnion
terminated.  One of ils immediato resule waa the abolition of slavery and
partial racognition of the rights of the colored race. That recognition, how-
ever, after a year of discussion, ia 68 yei but partial. The question whieh still
divides the country into two great parties is whether we shall receiva, in_their
entirety, those rights to which we are entitled from the Legislaturs of the Dnion
down to that of each State. This has been the great poiot of controvorsy.
And now that wa arg ensbled to express, mare fully than aver before, our un-
qualitied opinion about thoss questions which affect the entire interesis of o
paople who have ever proved loyal to the government of their country, it ha3
beon deemed advissble te issue a call for & Conventicn of the eolored men of
this State, far the pi of axpressing their viewa in relation to the present
‘eondition of public affaims, and of agreaing upon a eourse of policy which may
enhance the best interests of our peopla in general, sod ose which we can
unitedly pursse, in erdar to obtain those God-given rights to which we are
entitled, as cliizens and men.



2

Among the questions which will receive the especial attention of the Conven-
tion will be, the best course to pursus in order to obtain equal rights for colored
men, both at the ballst-hox in courts of justice. 'Whils relying with unwa-
vering fsith npon the genial action of the Congresa of the United Btatea, and of
the people of the State of Mlinoig, it is oeceatary for ua to take meatures looks
ing to the removal of such disabilities as now affect us by State lawe, and with-
out the rapeal of which any favorable action on the part of Congress ean ba of
‘but Hidle avail. And of those invidious festures of Btate Joghalation In regard
to the eolored eitizen, o one more emincntly demanda our wtmost efforts for iR
sbolition than the proscription wnder which we labor, so far a8 educational
advantages are coneerned. Wa desire to take strong grousds, to the eud that
tha privileges of & common achool edueation may be shared by ue in unison
with othera, and that we may have an opportunity of proving not oniy our
desire, but our capacity for improvement,

We desire, too, to consider in whal msoner we may uiterly remeve those
prejndices against us as & people, which still obtain in the minds of so many—
preindicas which are the offect of sluvery. Wea desire to make known to all
gur intention to pursue the even tenor of vor way, pever obliugive nof pormit-
ting obtrusion frotn others ; trampling on the rights of hene, but defending to
the uttermost those of ourseim and of our pﬂstqrity

And ik will bo our peenliar duty and oar o rate
the deeds of those eolored soldlers who have pruven on meny & battie-flald, in
many & wWeary slege and many & toilaome march, their fitneas for defenders of
our Ropeblie ard for freedom most wide, P-Jmﬁns #o them, as we fondly do,
s proof of our devolion to a eountry that had enslaved ws and i ghill unlcind,
we will spaak of them with and with greatful remembranos.

Thess sre among the chief featvres for which we have isaned this gall for &
State Convention of colored men, to be held oo the 16th day of October next,
a% Galesburg, Illinois ; and that thers may be & thorough repressnistion of the
colored eitizene of the State, we desire to impress upon their minds the import-
ance of every city, town snd village within its limita appointing delegatcs to
represent them in the Convantion,

.ﬁnyfurﬂammhmnhunmqbahadonapphmum to fhe Corresponding

Committes, Mesara, L. B. White, &, L. Themes, E. B. Williams.
Cyrua Richardaon, Alton. John Jones, Ghlm
Edward White, i 7. L., Thomaa,

John J. Byrd, Uliro. Joseph Stanley,
T. Btrather, John James, b
Bamusl Wrﬂwmpuun, Eloomington. A Ca%h i
Bryant Smith, Shawneetown, L. ite, L
E. T, rs, S-pﬂngﬂ.ald.. Wm. Bakar, b
8. l.lnn E. Hawlkios, iy
Heuhen Armstrong, Rnckfo'n:l R. W. Stokes, Lis
‘Wylie Walden, E. I. Williams, *
J. B. Finchare, G—ulelllurg. E. 0. Froaman, *

J. H. Barguoetie, g
All eommunications ean be addressed to
LEWIS B. WHITE,
Bacretary State Central Gommittes, Box 164, Chicagoe.

A Committee on Credentials was appointed, consisting of Messrs.
8. D. Williams, L. B. White, C. Richardson, A. Pleasants and E.
A Green.

A Committee on Permanent organization was ereated, comprising
the following gentlemen; George L, Thomas, of Chicage, C. 8.



Jacobs, of Decatur, B, Smith, of Shawneetown, G, 'W. Faulkner,
of Galesburg, R, Holly, of Bloomington, J. McBmith, of Galens,
J. W. Smith, of Tascola, M. Richardson, of Mercer county, G. H.
Denny, of Hen%munt}r, E. W. Lewis, of Peoria, H. Hicklin, of
Bpringfield, J. W. Coleman, of Will county, G. T. Fountain, of
Adams county, Jamea D. Davis, of Knox county, and Wm. Beker,
of Cook county.

Thizs committee of fifteen was ordered to report at half.past two
o'clock p. m.

APTERNOON BEBETON.

The house was celled to order at half-past two o'clock, by the
chairman. Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Patterzon.

George L. Thomas, chairman of the Commiitee on Permanent
Organization, mads the fellowing report:

For President—Willism Johnson, of Chiesgo.
# Mirst Vice President—E. A. Green, of Champaign City.
¢ Second Viee President—C. C. Hichardson, of Alton.
¢ Becretary—H, O, Waring, of Chicago.
4 Assistant Sacrewry—T.gBlruther,ﬁoCnim,
# Tregsurer—A . Pleasants, of Adams county.
# Bergeant at Armg—J. D. Davis, of Galaaburg,

The report of the committee was adopted, and the officers elect
were introduced to the convention nestly and briefly by Messra.
Jozeph Stanley, L. B. Trusty and M. B. Richardson. Brief and
appropriate specches were made by the retiring chairman and the

resilfeni elect, and the officers entertd upon the discharge of their
respeciive duties.

On motion of E. R. Williams, all delegates present without ere-
dentials ware invited to seats in Lhe convention.

At the instance of Mr. J. H. Barquette, & call of the roll wasz
ordered.

On motion of Rev. J. Dawson, Rev. T, Birother was appointed
reporter for the © Christian Recorder,” published at Philadelphia.

On motion of K. K. Williams, a Committee of five on Ways and
Meany waa appointed. The chair selected Mesars. Barguetts, Davis,
Thomas, 8. I}, Williams and M. Richardson.

On motion of Mr. Barguette, a Commitiee of three on Printing
waa ordered, the chair appointing Messra. Barquette, S. Richardson
and Coleman to comprise it.

On motion of H. K. Williams, the following named gentlemen
were elected a Committec on Resolutions: Messra, Joseph Stanloy,
8. D, Williams, E. B, Williams, B. 8mith, D. Fletcher, C. g
Jacobs and I1. Hicklin.

On metion of L. B, White, it was ordered that all resolutiona
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resented to the comvention be referred to the Committes on Reso-
utions, without debate,

A Committee of seven on Suffrage waa, on motion of E. K. Wil-
liams, created, composed of Messrs. J. B. Dawson, C. O. Richardson,
E. A. Green, &. T. Fountain, J, D. Davis, R. DeBaptiste and R.
W, Stokes. .

On motion of J, Stanley, & Committee of seven, to present an
address on the State of the Country, was elected a3 follows: R.'W.
Btokes, of Chicago, J. B, Daweon, of Chicage, C. 8. Jacobs, of De-
catur, G, T. Fountain, of Quiney, J. H. Barquette, of Galesburg,
lg. Richardeon, of Mercer county, and F. A. Gresn, of Champaign

ity. ;
The committes were ordered to report at three o'clock p. m., on
Wednesday, 17th of October instant.

Un motion of R, W. Stokes, it was ordered that a committee of
five be appointed ta propare an address to the people of the State
of Hlinme; that they report the sams 1o the house al two o'clock
p- m., on the 17th instant ; that it be made the order of ths day
until disposed of, and that Messrs. R. DeBaptiste J. B. Trusty,
George Brent, G. H. Henry, and R. Holly be said committee.

On motion of J. B. Thawson, Messre. E. B. Williams and T. SBtro-
ther were added to the Committee on Suffrage.

On motion of B. DeBaptiste, Mesgrs. Jogeph Stanlay, George T.
Fountain, Walter Coleman, H. Hicklin and C. 2. Jacobs wers ap-
pointed o Committee on the Educational Statistics of the State.

On motion of J. B. Dawson, & Committee of soven on the Moral
Staztus of the Colored People of the Stale, was ordered. Messra.
J. B. Dawson, R. DeDBaptiste, A. Pleasants, J. W. Smith, R. B,
Bmith, Joseph Faulkner and George Graves were appointed said
commities.

On motion of G. L. Thomas, the credentials of J. B. Smith, of
Knoxville, were referved to the Committee on Crodentisls. That
body reported favorably upen the matier referred to them, and Mr.
Smith was admitted to a seat in the convention.

On motion of George Li. Thomas, it was ordered that the morn-
ing sessions of the convention commence at half-past nine o'clock,

end at meridian, and that the afterncon session be from two
o'clock to five o'clock.

On motion of George L. Thomas, 2 rula waa obtained, allewing
no member to speak more than twice upon the asme subject, with-
out permiszion from the chair,

Om motion, the convention sdjourned to meet st halfpast nine
o'clock &, m., on Wednesday, I.’.Ftih.
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MOEXING SESSI0N.
‘Wepxeapay, Ocober 17,

The Convention was called to order by the President at half-past
nine o'clock, and prayer was offered by the Rev, Mr. Jacksom.

Dostor P. B. Ra!lgul h and A, J. Gorden, Esq., were introduced
to the Convention by J}j 1. Barguetta.

The proceedings of the previous meeting were read and approved.

On tho motion of E. A, Green, Goorge T. Fountain was clected
Assistant Secretary of the Convention.

The proceedings of the meeting of Tuesday morning were read
and approved.

A call of the roll was ordered.

The Committee on Uredentials reported the following gentlemen
as daly aceredited delogates: George P. Morris, Thomes Steven-
son, R. B. Catlin, George Phenix, H. H. Hawking, C. C. Rich-
ardson, C. Barbour, Philander Qutland.

The Committee on Edueational Statistics, through their chairmsn,
Joseph Btanley, made the annexed report, which was adopted.

ADDRESS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON EDTCATION.

Feraow Crrizgws oF Tk Srate 0F Iuuisgms,—Among the grest guestipns
which claim our spepial gonsiderstion, is thet of education. The past and pre-
uant history of our native eountry, s well as of sl ether countrizs which have
attained to any degmu of grestness, has proven that, without educstion, they
ara lost to virtue, intzllipeces, aod to that mefulness which beve mude s people
great, pood, Lhappy, aod contouted.

If & patioo, republican in form, leses hor virtue, sho can ne longer elalm pres-
tge with ber sister ropoblics, The same i3 with communities sed individuals,

Whet b2 it thut makes 5 nution, & people, 8 commuuity, or aven an fadividoal,
grent, good, and Lappy? It i3 & pure, vosullied love of virtes ] And how
ahall this virtee be obleined, 20 23 to becows benebeial to all, irrespective of
eolor or condition 7 :

Judging from the peat sud looking st the present, we can aee, through the dim
vints, the futare of & race of poople, who are ghant in intellect, whasa energies
hava been ornahed by the power of might —a people glaiming the sdmiration
of men and angels, sull entreating you, by ail (hat is patriclic in government
and sacred in religion, to be the witness of what they will do to establish their
elsim Lo be recognized as men worthy of a ehance in this your noble State, to
esr tair bread, to aducate themsalvea and their childrer —a people full of
Jove aod humsnity, ever ready to vield to these christinn impulses and feelings
which chatucterize thoss whom (3od has chosen for his elect from all etornity.
Buch characterisliics must eventuslly bave their reward ; auch wirlues must
ever live. And, as a part of that rage, living in your midst, tilling your soil,
loading your ships, and by our Isbor enriching you — willing to forgol that you
hava oppressed, trampled us under foot, shot us down like doge, treated 03 88
beasta of burder, heviog watered the soll of eur fuir conntry with the llood
of wor fathers, mothers, brothers sod sisters — atill, wa feal it to bo our duty to
show, not only to the people of the State of Illincis, but to the nation, that we
are men and Americgn cltizens ; that we desire to acquire all your virtues,
sbunning every evil caloulated to roturd ot moral, pliysical, sud social condi-
tion, Todo this, we ask you, in the pame of tweaky-tne wss.



citizons of the State, to open wide your doors, and admwit our children into your
puablic schmols mdr.n!lagu We appeal to ;nrn. in behalf of eight thousand

oolored boys and girls, with axpansive minds, ready and willing to drink from
tba fountain of literature and learning.

Slaves, mauy of ud bave been ; but if you give us those nﬂmﬁg&u which
the Consitution guaraniocs to all citizens, we shall soon rise in the scale of
being 8o high that it will bluah the chesk of many who have spent thoir golden
momenta at the shrine of viee and nfumy.

Looking st the educational statistics of oar Btate, we fnd leas than one hun-
dred of gur golored ghildren in public schools, or less than one in every elghty.
How long shall such & state of things exist ; how long will you enconrage pau-

rism, and charge us with havisg minds not sosesptible of eulre: Your

ialature, lpss than twao ;;m agn, wiped from the eseutcheon of our grest
and noble Stata, & part of black coda.

Thres youm took from midst twenty-five hundred true and 1
Tilreka, hm.ﬁﬁqummmmmmng tambasmunenfﬁ
nage and death. As mon snd sbidiers of Dlinois they fought ; as Amarican
citizens they died, defonding the bonor of the Btata and thn goverament.
Belleving that (e State, the government, and the entire Pmp!e, lrmps:hvu aof
all political differences, would honor their memory by doing jastice iu the cdus
eation of their-children, tha protection of ihoelr widows snd orphans, and
proving to the world ﬂm the geniva of the Amerfesn poaple is liberty unpro-
aoribed-to all, How can you hope for spccess in tho establishment of the
government on the sternal foundation on whish your fathors bullt, if you persist
i ds‘ujﬂnt an edurstion {0 & peraeented race. Thisie & world of compensations,
sod has who would himself be great throogh the mesns of education, must not
enelavs ths mind of his fellow.being, Then, fellow eititinens, accept the
aphorism, and snlarge opon it ; say that, 83 the cplored man is now free, he
pray liva & bettar patcict, & betier man sod a beiter christian.

JOSEFH STANLEY,
Chairman af Com. on Education,
GEQ, T. POUNTAIN, Anama Co.
WALTER (.‘-OLEM‘ Wnn ¢
C. 8. JACOBR3, Merces X
H. y Baxaaumow L

The Chairman of .the Committee on Resolutions, J. Stanley,
made, on behalf of that body, the following report, which was
adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTER ON RESOLUTIONS,

Weesess, Tuxstion without repressntation 8 contrary to the geofus sand
splrit of our republican iostitotions, and

Waesgas, The colored people of the Btate of Ilinols are taxed for the sup-
pork of the poblie schocls, and denied, by the laws of the Btate, the right of
sending their childrea to said schools, therefore,

HRssolved, That we regard it a8 8 gross usarpation tly shown towsard the
colored citizens of Tllinois, sud that thia Convention o hereby recommend to
the colored pe of the State to send their petitions to our legislature, asking
for the repeal of said law.

ved, That oar Siate legislature, ha ratified the amendment to the
Constitation of the Unitad States, abolishing slavery, and repesfing & part of har
h].u.ckmd.e giving to colored men the right to festify in the courts of justics, must
ba regarded as atill remiss in her duty, until she educstes the children of threa
thousand eolored men who helpad to A1l the quota of the State.



