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PREFACE

Early in April, 1917, 1 was asked by the
Manitoba Free Press to go to Washington as
Special Correspondent to report npon the move-
ment of the United States into the zreat world
Walr.

Never before had I witnessed szo absorbing
or so exhilarating a speetacle. Two fealurcs
about the American situalion aflceted me most
strongly., One was the readiness and the ea-
pacity of lhe American people for organized
effort om a great scale. The olher was the ex-
tent to which Ideality 18 now the outstanding
charaeteristic of the American Republic,. One
bundred million free cifizens advancmg inio
the most dezolating of gtruggles with no thonght
or progpect of ullerior aulvantage iz one of the
most inspiring incidents in the history of the
world. Af the same time I carmol help record-
ing my conviclion that, as a by-product of the
wuar, great national advantage will acerue {o
the United States as a result of ils participa-
tion. TUpon the vast, conglomerate Ameriea
that has grown up since the Civil War, the seal
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of nunified Amerieanizm will now finaliv be =et,
All elasses, conditions, fnd raees ol Amerien
henceforth know that they ean live ad prosper
under the Ameriean flag only on the condition
of an vnreserved devotion to the seli-deter-
mined purposes ot the Natien, 1or the achiov-
ing of thiz great vesult the nmediate adoplion
of Beleetive Conscription will be Jareelyv to
thank. Itlierefore heartilv applawd the wisdom
of that poliey.

Into the Ameriean almosphore, thus ereated
by the Deelaration of a state of War aoainst
Germany, enme the two grept Missions, the
Freneh and the Britizsh. Never were National
delegations more admirably limed, never were
they wore admirably copstituted. To the work
and charaeter of llese Missions I have paid
somewhat Jarge attention in the eourse of this
Correspondenee.  The varicty and the power
of great personality were never better illus-
trated than in the perzons of Joffre, Viviani,
and Balfour. The eoming of Viviani and Joffre
offered an opporiunity for the expression of
Ameriea’s traditional and fally justified cordinl-
ity to France. The character aml the deliver-
anceg of Balfour diselosed 1o the United States,
as 1t bad never been dizelozed belore, the splen-
didly demoeratie gpirit of modern Britain,

The only consequence of this war that can be



