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PREFACE

Tre “Popol Vuoh" is the New World's richest
mythological mine. No translation of it haa as
yet appeared in English, and no adequate transla-
tion in any Eoropean language. It has been
neglected to o cortain extent because of the un-
thinking strictures passed upon its nuthentdeity,
That other manuseripts exisk in Guatemala than
the one discovered by Ximenes and transcribed by
Scherzer and Brasssur de Bourbourg is probabla.
Bo thonght Brinton, end the present writer shares
his belief. And ere it is too late it would be wall
that these—the only records of the faith of the
builders of the mystie ruined and desarted cities of
Central America—should be recovered. Thia is
not & mattor that should be left to the enterpriss
of individuals, but one which should engage the
consideration of interested governments; for what

is myth to-day is often history fo-morrow,

LEWIS SPENCE,

. July 1908,
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THE POPOL VUH

[ The numbcrs in the text rofer lo noter af the end
of the study]

Taere iz no document of greater importance to
the study of the pre-Columbian mythology of
Ameriea than the ¥ Popol Vubh." It is the chief
source of our knowledge of the mythology of the
Kiché peopls of Central Awmerica, and it ie further
of considerable compavative valus when studied in
conjunetion with the mythology of the Nohuatlaed,
or Mexican peoples. This interesting text, the
recovery of which forms one of the most romantie
epieodes in the history of American bibliography,
waa written by & Cheistianised native of Guate-
mala some time in the sevonteenth eontury, and
way copied in the Kiché lunguuga, in whieh it wuu
originally written, by o monk of the Order of
Prediendores, one Francisco Ximones, who also
- added a Bpanish translation ard scholia,

The Abbé Brasseur de Bourbourg, a profound
student of American archmology and languages
(whose euhemeristio intarpretations of the Mexican
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C 6 THE POPOL VUIL

myths are ns worthloss ne the priceless matarials lie
unearthod aro valuablo) deplored, in a letcor to the
Due do Vihiny,® tho supposod lows of the © Depol
Valy,” which lie was nware had boon mndoe uso of
early in Ltho ninotoonth contury by o eortain Don
Folix Cabrora, Iy O Beborser, an  Austrian
seliolar, thus made aware of its value, pnid o visit
{o the Republic of Guatemaln in 1834 or 1850,
and was successful in tracing tho missing manu-
soript in the library of the University of Ban
Carlos in the city of Guatemala. It was alter-
wards ascertained that its scholiast, Ximones, had
doposited it in the library of his convent at
Chichicastenango, wheneo it passed to the San
Carlos library in 1830, :

Scherzer at once made a eopy of the Bpanish
translation of the manuscript, which Le published
at Viennain 1854 under the title of * Las Historing
dlel arigon do lox Judios do Guatemals, par ol 1L, I,
¥, Pouneiveo Ninonow,” The Abb¢ Drassour aleo
toek o copy of the oviginal, which ho prlilishied ay
Tavis in 18GL, with the title “Voh Popol: Le
Livra Baerd do Quichis, ot les Mythes do 1"Anti-
quité Amdrdenine,” In tlis work the Kiché
original and the ALl's Fronel tinuslalion ave sot
forth sido by wide, Unfortunatoly both the
Bpandsh nnd the Froneh Lmnslabions lenvo much
to Lo deaired wo fur ne Lol neoseney in concornal,

® Moxlan, Uat, 16, Istu,
!




THE POPOL VUIT 7

and thoy are rondored of little uso by venson of the

misleading notos which necompnny thom.

The nume “Popol Vuh™ wiguifion “ Ileconl of
the Usonnunity," and its litorsl tranelaion is
“ Dok of the Mat,” from the Kichd words * pop ™
or “ popal,” nowat or rug of wovon rushes or bark
on which tho entive family sat, and “wvubh" o
“uuh,” paper or book, from “uoch” to write,
The * Popol Vuh" is an example of a world-wida
genre—a type of annals of which the first portion
is pure mythology, which gradually shades off into
pure history, evolving from the hero-mytls of sage
ko tho recital of tho deods of muthentic porsonages.
It may, in fnet, be elnssed with the IHeimskringla of
Boorre, the Danish Ilistory of Saxe-Grammatious,
the Chinese History in the Five Dooks, the
Jopanesa “ Nihongi,” and, so far as its fourth book

is rooeerned, it somewlint ressmbles the Pictish -

Uhwoniclo.

Thoe langusge in which the ¥ Popol Vuh " wus
writton, wag, a8 hos beon said, the Kiehd, a dialoot
of the groat Maya-Kiehd tenguu spokon sk the
time of tho Conquest from tho bordors of Muxico
on the north to thoss of the presont Btate of
Nicamgun on the south ; but wheveas the Mayan
was spokon in Yuaontan propor, nmd the State of
© Ulingusy the Kiché wis the tougne of the pooples
of that part of Usnbral Amerion now ooenpled by
tho Htatew of Guatonmls, IHondures sud Han
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