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PREFACH.

Tus book has been prepared for the use of classes in
grammar and intermediate sobeols. It is made to con-
form to the principles adopted in the Awnalytical Series.
These principles, it is thonght, have supcessfully borne
the test of actual use in the recitation-room, and they
are recormmended to educators with renewed confidence,

One of these principles is, that the foundation of all
efforts in reading ghonld be a thorough appreciation of
the thoughta and emotions expressed in what iz read.
Vocal expression must fake its charneter from the mean-
ing it is to convey,

But the necessity for vocal drill and volce-culture is
fully recognized. Every book in the series aims to pre
sent some of the best examples for snch drill,

The recent improvement in the character of literatnre
for the young, has epabled the compiler to make selec-
tions for this book, unequaled, it is believed, by those of
apny similar book now before the publie, both in their
general merits as literary prodactions, and in their adapt-
edness to the purpose of teaching reading. Among the
selections, however, are m:m:,-"crld pieces of sterling merit.

Appended to many of the selections will be found sug-
geations and guestions intended to aseirt in developing

543483
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the thought. Teachers are earnestly recommended to
pursne a similar or more thorongh course with others.

The “Phonic Analyeis” 18 believed to be more than
nsually thorongh, exhaugtive, and reliable.  Like that for
the Fifth and Sixth Readers, it was prepared by Pro-
fessor Thomas Meteulf, of the Tinois Normal University.

The * Directions and HExplanations ™ contain an expo-
gition of elocutionary principles believed to be fully ade-
quate to the needs of those who are to use the book,
They are expressed in langnage sufficiently simple,

The compiler acknowledges himself under obligations
to many writers and publishing firms. for permission to
use materinl of theirs ae selectiona for reading, Among
these it is proper to mention Messrs, Ticknor & Fields, of
Boston, publishers of * Our Young Folks,” and Alfred L.
Sewell, of Chicago, publisher of * The Little Corporal.™

R. E.

Wommar, Iug,, March 1, 1867,
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