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IXTRODUCTION.

' HE reader is not here to expect a large and

»  nselesn detnil of the transactions of late
years, in that part of the world where
a¥er ginceé my infaney, it has beem my
misfortune to have lived. Were it in my
power, indeed, to et off with pompous
ay diction, and embwlish with artificial des-
eriptions what has go engrossed the attention of Europe,
so well as the scenes of action for eome years past,
aps I might; but my poor pen being whelly unfit
such a task, and never otherwise employed than
just for my own affairs and amvsement, while I had
the pleasure of living tranquil and wodisturbed, I most
beg leave to desist from such an attempt; and iff such
is expected from me, claim the indulpence of that
F:rdun which is never refused 1o those incapscitated
or performing what may be desired of thom. And as
s plain, impartial, and succinet parcative of my own
life and varipus vicissitudes of fortume ie all thet I now
shall aim at, I shall herein confine myself to plain,
simple truth, and, in the dictates resulting from an
honcst lieart, give the reader no other entertainment
than what shall be matter of fact, and of such things
as have sctoally happened to me, or come to my own
knowledge in the sphere of life in which it has been
my lot to be placed. Not but I hope I may be allowed,
now and then, to earry on my narrative from the in-
formation I bave received of such things sa relats to
my design, though they have not been done o
yransacted in my presence, '
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It being noual, in narratives like this to give a short
sooount of the Author’s birth, education, and juvenile
exploits; the sama being looked upon ss necessary, or
lt_lulttgltmﬁﬁnjpimnfinfnrmuﬁnntothl
curious and inquisitive reader, 1 shall withoot boasting
of & family I sm no way entitled to, or recomnting
sdventures in my youth to which I was entirely a
stranger, io & thozt menner gratify such curiosity; not
expecting, us I said before, to be admired for that ele-
gance of style, and profusion of words, so universally
made use of in details and historieeof those adventarsrs
who have of late years obliged the world with their
anecdotes and memoire, and which have had scarce any
other existence than in the braine of a bookseller's or
s printer’s Gazettaer; who, from fewer incidents, and
leme surprising matter than will he found in this
short nerrative, have been and are daily epabled to spin
and work out their elsborate performances to three or
four volomen. That I, like them, publish this for sup.
port, is true; but, 08 I sm too soneible, the major
of mankind will give much more to & bookseller, to be
in the fashion, or satisfy their curiosity in having or
resding a new puffed-up history or movel, then toa
real object of distress, for an accurate snd fuithful
soeount of & eeries of misfortunee, I have theught it
more sdvisable to confine myself asto size and price,
than by making a larger volume, miss that assistance
and relief of which T at present am in eo great need.

THE AUTHOR'S BIRTH, &ec.

Enow, therefore, that I wes born in Hirnlay, in the
arish of Ahoyne, in the county of Aberdeen, North
ritain, if pot of rich, vet of respectable parenfs, who

supported me in the beet manner they could, as long as
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they had the hap;iness of heving me under their pro-
tection ; but futally for me, and to their great grief,
88 it afterwards proved, ] was sent to live with an
aunt at Aberdeen ; when, under tho years of pupillarity,
Elaj"i.ng on the quay, with others uf my companions—
eing of astount robust constitution—I was taken notice
of by two fellows belonging to a vensel in the harbour,
employed, as the trade then was, by some of the worthy
merchunts in the town, in that villainous and execrable
practice, called 'lkidnapping,’ thet is stealing young
children from their parents, and selling them «s slaves
in the plantetions sbroad. DBeing marked out by thess
monsters of impiety as their prey, I was cejoled on
board the ship by them, where I was mo sconer gof,
than they comducted me betwesn the decks te some
others they had kidospped in the same manner. At
that time [ had no semee of the fute that was destined
for me, and spent the time In childish amusements with
my fullow-sufferers in the stoerage, being never suffered
to go npon deck whilst the veesel luy in the herbour,
which was until such a time as they had got in their
leading, with a complement of nnheppy youths for
carrying on their wicked commerce
In sbout & month's time the ship * Kenilworth® set
eail for Amerirs. The tresiment we met with, and
the trifling incidentsa which heppened during the
voyage, I hope X may be excosed from relating, as not
being at that time of an sge sofficient to remark any
thing mors than what must cecur tv every ons on such
an oocasion. However, I cannot forget, that when we
arrived on the cosst we were destined for, u hard gule
of wind sprung up from the 8.E., and, to the captain’s
great aurprise (he not 'hinking he was nesr land,
elthough huving been Il weeks on the passage), about
12 o’clock at night, the ship struck on a eand bank, off
Cape May, near the Caps of Delaware, and to the
great terror and affright of the ship's company, in g



short time was almoat full of water. The boat was
then heisted ont, into which t.hamdglh\n and his fullow-
villains—the crew, got with some difficnlty, leaving me
and my deluded companions to perish, as they then
natorally comclnded imevitable death to be our fate,
Often in my distresses and miserica sinoe, have I wished
that sach had been the uence, when in s siate of -
innocence! But Providence thought proper to reserve
me for foture trials of ite goodness.  Thus abandoned
and deserted, without the least prospect of relief, bot
threatened every moment with death, did these villaina
leave us. The cries, the shrieks, and tears of a parcel
of infants, had no effect oo, nor cansed the least remorse
in the breasta of these merciless wretches, Scarce can
1 say to which to give the proference, whether to such
s these, who have had the opportunity of knowing the
Christian religion, or to tho savages hercinafier des-
eribed, who profase oot the Uospal, mor bomst of
humanity ; and if they mot in & mere bratal and
butoherly manner, yet it is to their epemies, for the
sake of plonoder and the rewards offored them—for
their principles are alike—the love of sordid gain
being both their motives. Tha Ehiﬂ beiog on a sand
benk, which did not give way to let her deeper, we lay
in the seme deplorable condition antil morping, when,
though we saw the land of Cape May at abont a mile's
distanse, we knew not what would be our fate.

The wind et length abated, and the capisin, un-
willing to lose all her cargo, about 10 o'clock, sent
pome of his crew in a boat to the ehip's side to bring
us on shore, where we lay in & sort of camp, made of
the saile of the vesscl and such other things sa we
eould get. The provisions lasted us until we were
taken in by a vessel bound fo Philadelphia, lying en
this ialand; as well as I can recollect, near thres weeks.
Yery little of the carge wae suved undamaged, and the
vessel was entirely lost,
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When arrived and landed at Philadelphis, the capital
of Pennsylvanie, the captsin had scon people enough
who came to buy ns. He making the most of his
villainous lowding, after his disseter, scld us at about
£16 per head. What beceme of my unhappy com-
panicns I never kmew ; but it was my lot fo be scld to
ene of my connbrymen, whose name was Hugh Wilson,
l. Hntﬂ:n Briter, for the term of seven years, who had

uth undergone the same fate ss myself —
lmmg g:en kidnapped {rom Bt. Johnatown in Bcotland.
An T ghall often have occarion to mention Philadelphia
during the course of my adventures, I shall in this
place, give n short and concise description of the finest
cityidnf America, &nd one of the best laid out in the
world,

DEBCRIPTION OF I'HILADELFHIA.

Tars city would have bean a capitql fit for 2n empire
had it beem built and inhabited scoending to the

ietor's plan. Conzidering itz late foundaetion, it
in & large city, and most commedieusly situnted between
Delaware snd Schuylkill, two navipable rivers, the
former being 2 miles broad, and navigabla 300 miles
for small vessels. It extende in length 2 roiles from
the one river {9 the other. There ara 8 long strects, 2
miles in iength, all straight mnd spacious. The housea
are stately, very numerons [boing near 3000, and still
increasing, and all carried on regularly, according to
the first plan. It hae two fronts to the water, one on
the east side facing the Schuylkill, end that on the
weet facing the Delaware. The Bchuylkill being navy-
igable BOU miles above the falls, the eastern perf is
most populour, where the warehouaes (some three stories

high, snd wharfs are numercus sud convenient. Al
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the hoases have large orcherds and gardens belonging
to them. The merchants that reside here are num-
erous and wealthy, many of them keeping their coaches,
&c. In the centre of the city there is a space of ten
acres, whereon are bnilt the state honse, market hounse,
and school house.  The former s built of brick, and
has a prison under it. The streets have their names
. from the several sorts of timber common in Pennsyl-

vania: as Mulberry Btreet, Baseafras Street, Chestnut
Btreet, Beech Street, and Cedar Street.  The oldest
thurch iz Christ Church, and hss & numercus con-
gregation ; but the major part of the inhabitants being
gt first GQuakers. etill cootinus so, whoe have seversl
mesting houees, and may not improperly be called the
churck, as by law established, being the originals.
The quay iz beautiful, and 200 foct square, to which a
ship may lay her broadside.  Neer the town, and on
the spot which eeparntes it from the Behuylkill, where
that river falls into the Dielawara, s found black earth
of a great depth, and eoversd with vegetation; and
which, it is evident, has hecn reecntly left hy the
waler. It haa ull the chamcler of land perfectly new,
and ga pot semrcely raised from the bad of the river.
This lend i wsed for meadows, snd is in great
estimation. It is ackvowledged, however, to be ex-
tremely unbealthy. Between that and Wilmington
the quality of the stone is guartzose ; ocher is zlso to
be found in an imperfoct state,  As the advantages
this city may bosst of hae rendered it one of the best
trading towns out of the British empire; s0 in sll
probability it will incresse in commerce and riches if
not prevented by party faction and religious feuds,
which of late years have made it suffer considerably.
The amsemblies and courts of judicetore are held here,
as in all capitals.  The French have no city like it in
ull America.




