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Preface.

e

Tax treatment of cor ariminal population has beem & subjeet of
close attention and much interest to men cecupying the highest
poaition as matesmen and philosophers, and to philanthropista
imbued with the epirit which actuated Jobn Howard in his
noble and self-sacrificing exertions. Many pood people of our
own time have also offered suggestions for the management and
reclamation of conviets ; tmt most of thess plans, when tried,
bave failed to realize the expectations of their anthors. This
failare has been owing in & great measnre to inexperience in
matters regarding priscner and prison life ; for without experi-
ence it is not aasy bo estimate the difficuliies to be encountered.

Of the valua of experiencs John Howard afforded a perfect
example, He began by sctasl iospection of prisons and
prisoners, obtainaed persomal knowledge upiqoe in its extent
and minuteness, and then procesded to euggest beneficial
reformy, sanitary and dieciplinary. His great example, by
which we are now profiting, followed by that of others
working in the same spirit, changed oor conviet prisons from
being habitations of pegtilencs and vice to models of cleanliness,
humane dissipline, health, and good order.

To the late Bir Joshva Jebb much eredit is due for the
improvements that have taken place in more rocent times
By working on sound prineiples in the comstroction and ar-
rangement of prisome, as well as by hLis treatment of prisoners,
he greatly promated the health and reformation of criminale
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Lat me add that his kind yet fm manner of daaling with
prisopers wade & desp inpresion on them, while his genial
and courteous bearing toward those under him cannct fail to
be remembered with pleasire.

Many humane persons sinee Bir Joshua's tinge have warmly
advocated the canse of priscners, seeking to improve their
position during coofinement, na well as on discharge. Thesa
afforta have often proved suceesaful ; but it ie very desirable to
bear in mind that in camrrying ont any system prompted by
humanity everything spproaching to mistaken sympathy with
ita objects should ba avoided, ss spgpesting to their minda
excuses for their misdesds, and tempting them to look wpon
themselven asg ill-used individoala ‘Thiz is perhaps the moat
important matter on which I could imeiat. Bubjecta lesa
weighty, ut none of fhem in my judgment trivial, are
treated of in the body of this emall work.

In enbmitting my sxperience and views to the public, T trost
that I am furnishing ueeful materials and suggestions to
others who may be able to enfurce them with greater ability
than T am conscious of posessing.

ErieeURoH, 138,
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THIRTY YEARS

ENGLISH CONVICT SERVICE.

CHAPTER L *
THE CORYIOT SHIP.

I HAD been a surgecn in the Royal Navy for about
fourteen years, and had seen service in different
ships of war in the Weat Indies, and afterwarda on
other stations, when in 1850 I received an appoint-
ment as surgeon-superintendent of a convict ship—a
duty which had for many years been intrusted to
naval medical officera. Though the accommodation
on ship-board, and the dietary, have been greaily
improved of recent years, when compared with the
state of things at the early period of transportation
to Australia, the charge which devolves upon the
medical officer, even under the most favourable con-
ditions possible, is sufficiently onerous.

When we compare the magnitude and the great
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prosperity of the colonies at the present time with
the first settlement at Sydney in 1788, we cannot
but be struck with their wonderful growth from
that small beginning. Truly it is & proud inatance
of the energy and industry of our race.

A recent interesting work, entitled " The First
Twenty Years of Australia,” enters fully into the
struggles and difficultiss the earlier settlers had to
contend with, and the deplorable privations they
had to encounter, both during the long sea passage,
and afterwsrds on landing,

We may realize whai their sufferings were by
referring to the statements of eye-witnesses, Cover-
nor Phillip, for instance, found the conviets who had
landed at Port Jackson *emaciated” and “worn
away " by long confinement and by want of food,
or from both of thess sauses; and Dr. Whyte, the
colonial surgeon, reports, in 1790, that of the nine
hundred and thirty-nine males sent cut by the last
ships two hundred and sixty-one died on board, and
fifty more sinee landing.

The convict ships in those days n‘_ppenr to have
been destitute of all naval authority ; for it is stated
that Governor Hunier humanely suggested that a
naval officer should be sent in each vessel. After
mentioning a case that occurred in 1795 of a ship
on which the convicta were put in irons during the
long voyage, in consequence of some conjecture that
they meant to seize the ship and murder the officers,



