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PREFATORY NOTE.

JEF—

To any one writing em Teeland, the claborate works of
the learnod Mauver afford at once a help and & difficulty,
—a help, in so far as they ghed the follest light upon the
subjects of which they treat; a diffioulty, in that their
painstaking completeness hea brooght together well-nigh
everything that can be said. 1 have not, therefore, in
the following pages thought it mecessary to do more than
add references to his writings, where it seemed necessary
to do so. Mr. Carlyle has obeerved {*Barly Kings of
Korway,” p. 2), that “next to nothing has been shewn
in English histories { Rapin's sxeopled ) of the many and
strong threads of connexion between English affairs snd
Worse.” After looking over the ponderous tomes of
Rapin's History, I have failed to find that exhanstive
treatment of thea sabjact which Mr. Carlyle’s words wenld
lead one to expect.

I have thought it best to 8dd in nofes 2 good deal that
served to illustrate the text, in addition to mere referencss
to original authorities {which I have in sll cases where
pusaible consulted); snd om a fow important questions,
which, though closely commeeted with the main subjeet,
I could not ccnveniently introduce into the text, I have
ventored to add longer notes In the form of Appendices.

I am greatly indebted to Mr. F, York Powell, of Ch. Ch.,
for his kindness in helping ms to revise and prepare this
essay for publication ; as alse to my colleague at Man-
chester, Mr. Joseph Hall, for his eareful revision of the
proof-aheets. :
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