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TO MY COUNTRYMEN

During the year 1919 1 published in
“Revista Mexicana,” a weekly periodieal
of San Antonio, Texas, a series of seventeen
articles designed to show that the Mlexican
constitution which was adopted at Queretaro
m 1917, and which is still in force, 18 spurious
in origin and that such of its articles as
effected any changes of serious import in
the provisions of the constitution of 1857
were in direct conflict with the principles
of equity and the demands of national
welfare.

At the time when the aforementioned
articles were written, the government of
Venustiano Carranza had been in existence
more than two years and during this period
it had not succeeded in restoring order in
Mexico nor in establishing truly cordial
relations with three of the largest world
powers, the United States, Irance and
England. Lacking a proper foundation or
any real support, either within or without the
bounds of its own country, the Carranza



government was enabled to exist only by
Lhe maintenance of an army of 100,000 men
and the further fact that the neutrality laws
of the United States operated to prevent the
arming of the nation agninst its rulers.

The defection of a single state was all that
was necessary to eause practically all of the
generals of Carranza’s army to turn upon him
one after another and to bring about the
dissolution of the government in the short
space of thirty days.

And now we are concerned with  the
gquestion:  **Were the Carranza policies
repudiated simultaneously with his downfall?™
Those at the head of the federal and state
governments are the same men who battled
with Carranza in 1913, who stvled him * First
Chief.” whao eleeted bnn president, who drew
up the constitution of 1917, and kept him in
power for three consccutive vears,

But despite the identity of these men their
attitude of today contrasts favorably with
that of yesterday. No property has been
confiscated, no churches have been profaned,
no revenges have been exacted and no whaole-
sale executions have taken place. Instead
of the passionate outhursts inspired by hatred
or cupidity that charaeterized the Carranza



revolution of 1913 there fall Laday from the
lips of its most conspicvous leaders words
imbued with a spivit of moderation and «
desire to concihate. 1t appears to be ther
purpose to give wusrantees of safety  lo
political refugees thal they may relurn to
their country to collaborate in the work of
reconstruction through the exercise of consli-
tulional rights rather than by the grace of
humiliating permits,  And 1t has also heen
made known that property illegally seized by
officials of the Carranza government will be
restored to its owners.

And what is more. many revolutiomsts of
the Carranza regime. since the heat of the
passions which inspired the mistakes of 1917
has cooled, recognize the fanlts of the consh-
tution of Queretara and the injustices which
it embodies and admit the desivability of the
repeal of a considerable number of its pro-
visions and the restoration of corresponding
ones in the constitution of 1857,

Tnder such cirenmstances no efort should
be spared to legalize the constitution of 1917
by a revision of the document 1 the manner
preseribed by the constitution of 18537 and
reincorporitted in the former, al the same
time writing into it such amendments as the

i



present and future needs of the country
appear to demand along political, social and
economic lines, while eliminating all those
precepts which are recognized obstacles in
the way of dividual freedom. national
welfare and  international harmony.

It is my wish to contribute my grain of
sand toward this construetive program, for
the opportunity at band may, perhaps, be
the last which will be allowed to Mexicans to
accomplish. without aid or interference, the
regeneration of thewr country. In the hope
of stimulatimg deeper and more eonseientious
study of the subject 1 have decided to publish,
in this form, the series of artieles to whieh 1
have referred above. T beg my countrymen
to read Lthe articles in the same unhbiased
frame of mind in which they were written.

los Angeles, Cal., Maxy 18, 1920,
JORGE VERA-ESTANOL



CONTLENTS

CHAPTER I.—The Mexican constitu-
tion of 1817 1s illegitimate, viewed
from a legal, political or revolulionary
standpoint .

CHAPTER II.—The Assembly UFQLJEI'L-
taro, which approved the constitution
of 1917, did not represent the will of the
entire nation but merely that of an arm-
ed minority of the proletarial.

CHAPTER IIl.—Religious freedom is
necessary to peace of conselence, The
constitution of 1917 dentes this freedom

CHAPTER IV.—No other problem in
Mexico transcends that which involves
the education of the masses, Recop-
nizing this, the constitulion of 1857
stipulated that education should bhe
free.

CHAPTER V.—The constitution of 1917
places odious restrictions upon educa-
tional freedom. It also places impedi-
ments in the way of carrying out any
national educational program  which
the federal government may undertake.

CHAPTER VI.—Considerations of hu-
manily and the precepts of social
economy demand that labor be digni-
fied. In this respect the constitution of
1917 15 progressive, though it reaches
certain extremes which are incompat-
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