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PREFACE.

A desire to search out and record in eome permmpent form the history
of the occupatlon by an American army ln 1777, of Hauver and Van
Behaick's islands, at the sprouts of the Mohawk, gave rise to these pages.
The remaing of fortifieatlons on Hiuver lslaod, wre undonbtedly the best
preserved of any relies of the revolutionary stroggle. A study of the kis.
tory of these interestibg rémaios opened to the whole history of Bur.
goyne's campaign and preceding eventa in the Champlaln, 5. Lawrence
and Hudson valleys. In eonbection with the bistorieal reeord, the writer
mought to preserve by art, accurnie reprexcniations of historic localities
&g they appear to.day., On accountof the greal cost of illustration, the
difficaltics were congiderable. Happily there foll futo the writer's bands,
the gircalar of a Boston honge, the Photo.Electrotype Company, anuoute-
ing & new discovery by which the art of illustration was rendered com-
paratively Inexpensive. The method was tested and the ilustentions of
these pages are the result. They have defects, nevertheless they are faith-
ful and securate, having been reproduced with the greatest fideiity from
original sketches by H, Buckland. We trust they may add to the koowl-
edpe of the Jocalities sow so interesting, wid may guide our readers to
more complete understanding of the operations of the twp armies engaged
in the valley of the uwpper Hudeon. For valuable ald and encouragement
in the preparation of these brief pages, we are greatly indebted 1o Hom
James Forayth B. H. Hull, Dr. O. C. Sehuyler, grand-ngphew of Gen.
Philip Schuyler, and H. Buckland, the artist, The principal objeet of
these pages is to briefly describe the two great battes on the field of
Bemis Helghts, which finally decided the fate of Burgoyne's army in 1777.

Teor, N. Y., Sept. 10, 1877, n'e u,
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BURGOYNE'S FIRST EXPEDITION. IN 1776.

O a good understanding of the two great events on
Bemis Heights, September 19 and October 7, 1777,
& brief review of preceding operations in the north
J2  ig necessary. After the first collision at Lexington,
April 18, 1775, it was the iniention of the patriots
to sieze and bold the gateway to Canads, and if
poesible indace that province to join in the stroggle
for liberty. By the aid of the provineial assembly of Con-
necticnt, Ethan Allen and Seth Warner, of the New Hamp-
ghire granis, (now Vermont), Col. Easton of Pittsfield,
Mass., accompanied by Benedict Arnold, of New Haven,
Conn., se & volnnieer, seized Ticonderoga on the 10th of
May, 1775 and the fortresa of Crown Point on the 12th,
Both were strong. Crown Point waz fortified by the
French in 1731, aod afterwards strengthened by the English.
Ticonderogs was fortified by the French in 1755 The
continental congress elected George Washington commander-
in-chief on the 15th of June, 1775, and appointed Ar-
temus Ward, Charles Lee, Philip Schuyler, and Israel
Putnam major generals, Horatic Gates adjutant general,
and Seth Pomeroy, Richard Montgomery, David Wooster,
William Heath, Jozeph Spencer, John Thomas, John Bulli-
van and Nathsniel Greene brigadier generals.
After precious time had been wasted (Gen. Schayler and
Gen. Montgomery eet out for the conquest of Canada. 8t
John's was besieged near the close of August, 1775, by
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Montgomery, General Behuyler® retiring to Ticonderoga on
acconnt of gevere illness. On the 25th of SBeptember Col.
Ethsn Allen was captured in an ill-starred expedition from
Bt. John'a against Montreal, and was sent to England in
irome. St John's fell on the 3d of November and Mont-
gomery soon after entered Montreal in triwumph. He
pushed on to Quebec, arriving December 5th, having joined
Col. Arnold who had arrived November 9th, and for a time
had invested the city with about a thousand men, having
made a terrible march of thirty-two days from Cambridge
through the wilderness of the Kennebec and Chaundiere
rivers In Arnold’s expedition, Capt. Daniel Morgan of
Virginia, who was afterwards so conspicuons at Demis
Meights, commanded & body of riflemen. Quebec was im-
mediately besisged and an assault was made December 31st,
when Arnold was wounded and Montgomery killed.

For hie gallint service Arncld was made a brigadier
general. Quebec was defended by Sir Guy Carletun, gov-
erner of the provinee, and & brave, humane and skilliul
general. Arncld became chief in command of the defeated
army and hopelessly continued the siege of Quebec, his
troops enduring a rigorous winter. He was relieved April
1st, 1778, by Gen. Wooster, Arnold assmming command at

* Genersl Phlllp Schuyler wes born s Albany oa tbe 294 of Norember, 1733,
His grandfather, Peler Behuyler, was mayor of Albany and eommander of the
morthern milltia in 1680. His father, John Schoyler, marrled Cornelin Van Cort.
land, and Phillp wase thalr eldest son. He inberlied the vast sstate of his faiher,
by the puatom of pr i but g ly akared his weslth witn his
brothers and sisters. Yourg Bchayler commanded & empany ander Sir Wikkiam
Johnson ot Lake George io 1768 He became a faverite of Lord Howe, acd when
that oficer fell befors Ticonderogs in 1766, Col. 5§ huoyler conveyed bis remasine to
Albany. After the peacs of 1764 he wae acilve in the civil goveramest of New
York. In the Colonial Assembly of New York, he was a powerful opponont of the
aggresalong of Ureat Bellain, He was elected to the Conotfnental Congress
which mwsembled in May 179, aod was sppoluted s Malor Goneral on Juke t5th
following, He was placed in command of the army in Northern New York and
sn expedition to Canada, Alter mosi emineut service in which be perfurmed
wonders in apite of the fctlons opposition of Joha Adame ard & powerfnl New
England foflnence, he was soparseded 1o thecommand of the norikern army on the
1ith of Angust, ITTY, After the constitation was formed Lie wae élecied n Fenator
with Knfos King, and tobsequoently In place of Asren Burr in I797, Lo died fn
Albany, November leth, 1804, aged 71 yemrs, Hin danghier Ellzabeih was he
wifo of slezander Hamllton,
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Montreal. Wooster was in turn relieved by Gen. Thomas,
who arrived at Quebec May 1. He made an unnsnccessful
attempt to take the eity on May 3d, and on May 6th was
driven from Quebec by the arrival of British ships and re-
inforcements from England under Gens. Bargoyne and
Riedesel. @Gen. Thomas retreated to the mouth of the Sarel,
the outlet of Lake Champlain. He was prostrated by small-
pox, and carried to Chambly, where he died June 2d, 1776.
Gen. John Sallivan then took command of the little army,
June 5 and, threw op fortifications at the month of the Sorel.
Purt of Sullivan’s foree wos defeated at Three Bivers, by
the British advance nnder General Frazer. The Americans
were commanded by Thompeon and Wayne, On the 14th
of June, Sullivan on the approach of the British fleet re-
treated to Chambly, and being joined by Arneld, from
Montresl, retreated thenos to St. John’s, eoom after to Isle
Aux Noix, and carly in June, 1776, to Crown Point. In
order to fully undersiand this disastrous ending of the
American invesion of Caneds, let ns briefly glance af the
British plane and operatione in that provinee.

During the winter of 1775 and 1776 the British ministry
had preparcd to drive the Americans from Canada and re-
take Crown Point and Ticonderoga. For this purpose and
to reinforce the British army in America, the British gov-
ernment, in the face of strenvous opposition in Parliament
by Chatham, Burke, the Duke of Richmond and others,
concluded trestics with the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt
(treaty dated Janunary 6th, 1776,) ths doke of Brunswick,
(treaty dated January 9, 1776,) and the landgrave of Hesse
Cassel, (treaty dated January 15, 1776,) for the hire of
17,300 men for service in America. These troops were
mostly forced from their homes and impressed into service,
being first shnt np in fortressez and subjected to the se-
verest discipline. They were louded down with the heaviest
armg and accoutrements. One of their drums captured at
Bennington, now in the hall of the Mussachusetts senate,
weighs twenty pounds. Their guns were very heavy and
their swords of enormous size and weight. Htedman the
historian, and a staff officer of Cornwallis, eaid that the hats
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and swords of the German soldiers weighed very nearly as
much as the whole equipment of ome of the English, and
that the worst British regiment could easily march two
miles to their one. The canteens of the Germans held a
gallon, and when full weighed ten or twelve pounds. Their
caps had a beavy brass front with the legend, nunguam
refrersum (never backward), Many of these men were
geized while at chureh, and most of them were excallent
citizens. Many degerted in Europe, and after reaching
America. Some of our best citizens were descended from
thege Germans, who were bought to be shot in Ameriea.
They were the best disciplined men in the Britigh army.
It is related by Mujor General Hegth, of the American
army, in his memoirs, that at the battle of Brandywing,
the Hessian grenadiers, after crossing Chad’s ford, * halted
at the foot of the hill, below the Americans, onder & warm
fire, and with great deliberation changed their hats (undress)
for their heavy brass caps, and then secended the hill, from
which the Americans were obliged to retire,” For these
men the German princes werce paid & subeidy, and seven
pounde four ghillings and fonr penee sterling for each soldier,
and ag much more for every one killed.

The first division of thess troops, Brunswickers, destined
for Canada, embarked at Stade, March 17, 1778. They were
commanded by Major General Friedrich Adolph Riedesel,
at honorable gentlemen and brave and skillfal officer.
TUnder him were Lieutenant Colonel Friedrich Baum, (kil-
led at Bennington, August 16, 1777), Colonel Johann Fried-
rich Breyman, (killed at Bemis Heights, October 7, 1777),
Colonel Johann Friedrich Specht, Lieutenant Colonal
Praetorius, Lientenant Colonel Gustay von Bhrenkrock,
Colouel Wilhelm von Speth, and other brave officers. The
Brunswickers numbered about 4,000, The command sailed
under convoy from Spithead, April 4, 1776. Gen. John
Burgoyne, who had witnessed the battle of Bunker Hill, and
subsequently returned to Englond, followed the next day
with Gen. William Phillips. Riedesel’s iroope arrived at
Quebec sbont the tirst of May, Gens. Burgoyne and Phillips
arriving about the same time. This army joined Carleton,



7

who was commander-in-chief and affer defeating the Amer-
icans at Three Rivers drove them ont of Canada. Gen.
Carleton proceeded with part of his forces to Chambly and
8t John's. At the latter place he built s fleet, consuming
the entire summer.

WABHINGION, PROM STUART'S PAINTING.

In response to repeated requests by Gen. Schuyler to mid
the army in Cauads, congress on the 17th of May voted to
send an experienced general to Canada. Without consult-
ing Washington, Congress dirscted him to send Gen. Hora-
tio Gates® to command in Cunada. He was given ab-
solute power of appointment and removal of all officera of
the army operating in Conada by simply notifying the
changes to Uongress for their approval. John Adams who
was chairman of the board of war believed in Gates above

* Gan. Hortlo Gutos was o traioed British soldier, the son of an Englab elempy-
man. He was born in Evscx, Engiand, in 1728, He outered the army al an esrly
age and wis pemt to Amarica to Bght agsinet the French and Indlauns, e wee
wounded in the nofortanate expedition umior Braddock, After peace with France
ha esttied o Virginia At the commencement of the revolution he tendered his
worvices to Congrese and waa chosen Adjntant General. He ssslsted Washington
inthe disciplice of the b rees at Cambridge in 1975, He was 8 good tacticlan, but
that is abont all that can be aald in bis favor, He profited by tho labor of others,
With Adsme® friendship and his own presomption he schisved & considerable
repuis-lon st one time, bat lost it all by plotting ageinet Weebingioa, and by
ntter falinrs in the south,

.



