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INTRODUCTION.

At the request of a number of the friends of the late
Rev. samven. Aagox this volume has been prepared. |
reret exceedingly that so few of his sermons, lectures,
speeches, ete., have been prescrved. A number of the
sermons are largely nates of scrmons, just as Mr Aaron
prepared them for his own use. That the work may prove
a source of pleasure, as well as of profit, to those who read
it, is my carnest wish,

L. C. Aarox.






REV, SAMUEL AARON.

Santeel Aavon was born in New Britain township, Bucks
county, Pa, Cetober 1g, 1800; and the old house where he
wis born is still standing, bat has underrone nunerons alter-
ativns atel repaivs, so that there are now but few traces of the
orivingl Boflding left,  Fle was of Welsh-1rish extraction; Iis
fther being of Welsh and his mother of Inish descent. Thc off-
spring of & second marriage of his father, he was the youngest
but cne of or brothers; the fmily consisting also of three
siaters,

His fither, Moses Aaron, a farmer in respectable chreum-
stances, was 4 member of the Taptist church, and a man of
sincere and humble piety, who endeavored, bath by precept
and ¢xample, to train up his children in the purtuee and ad-
monition of the Lord,  His son Samuel always cherished the
highest esteem loe his character, and most filial respect for Tus
memory, and was accustomed to speak of him in simple but
expressive and comprehensive language as emphatically "a
wood man,”

The seennd wile of Moses Aaron was Miss Hannah Kelly,
anative of Hilltown, Bucks county, "a. She was also a con-
sistent memhber of the Baptist church; a woman of plety angd
social worth,  She divd when the subject of our sketch was
but three vears of age, and at the ace of six he had the mis-
fortune to fose his father also,

Left an orphan at this tender age, he was placed under
the care and control of an uncle, a kind-hearted man by na-
ture, but unfortunately addicted to habits of intemperance,
The little boy was frequently obliged to trodgee bare-footed to
the village store and bacle with the jug of liquor, and often felt
tempted to break it against the stones along the road.  He
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was compelled also to carey it Lo the men in the barvest feld,
and hated to do it.  His uncle was very cruel when intoxi-
cated, and his little nephew would frequently hide in the barn
to escape undeserved punishment, and wish that he could die,
The sad eondition of his guardian’s family and business allairs,
and the neglectful treatment bie roceived then, made i in
after life the terable caemy he was of every form of intemper-
ANce,

Samuel, with his brothers and sisters, attended schoal at
New Britain, and the former learned rapidly, and was noted
for his intellecrual ability when a mere boy. At school he
read alowd in “Sanford and Merton"; and his voice was so
clear, and he spoke so distinctly, that he presénted a great
contrast to the other boys,  He was kind and polite to the
girls, and a favorite with them,  An old Tady (wha i stll liv-
ing) who went to school with him when he was a small boy,
said lately, that on cold winter mornings he would keep at a
distance from the fire in the schoal-room, and say to the other
boys, *stand back, boys, and let the girls have the warm seats”
As he set the example, the boys could net refuse o receive
liis advice and do as he did,  He was fond of wrestling, play-
ing ball, skating, and other athletic sports, and eatered into
them with all his heart; but he had at the same time an
equally active brain: composed verses, rhymes, ete. He had
a quick and violent temper, but brought it completely under
control after he became & Christian.  He worked upon his
uncle's farm for several vears, attending schonl durdng the
winter montis, and there imbibing that taste for reading and
study which afterwards, in conpection with is great natural
endowments, enabled him to become such an aceomplished
scholar and well-informed man.

After leaving his uncie he went to live with "Squire
Roberts, and attended school at Moptgomery Square, Pa.
His teacher, M, Collom, an excellent, mild-tempered man
and a capable scholar, was exceedingly kind to his youthful
pupil, and encourazed him to cultivate the talents he pos-
seszed.  This kindness was never forgotten, and was often re-
ferred to in after wears by M. Aaron, who cherished the
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mctorys of Bis foraer teacher, and always spoke of Iinon the
Lighest terms of admrstion, respect and affection,

At sixtecn vears of age, obtataing a small sitriniony in-
herited fram his fher, Saooel entered the Academy of Rew,
L. D Bots, at Dewlestown, 19, Inoreferring to that event
vears alterwards, he savs:

o I gl sy of 1557, | owas e mielueed o the Esewlelze and oolice
of e 1ess U, Th Floi= ] Bl et onfreopmenidy seen b i paabilic, s Daearsd
Difrw froaws thee padpit 5 Doal st thed G B0 wets aleciadoad Doy gaaedian, a pespiedtalle
ohl former, that 1 sboald reccive fom Bl some Wessons i Wy ancivi elassaes |
Wils -|'|\|".'|I|:h|'|| aloeee tomepoliate wy adtioce o Jis schoct ¢od with ol a
lintte Dashiul reluctanee, groedy as Towas for that sorl of koo ledge, 1 presented
nav=chd ol oy parpese e Mee D Boiss T bave the swost vival sememlranee of
e imterview 3 of my cwn musticdress and appearance contrasted witle his perfectly
geoteel furen aned Beadng 5 how he fiaed at it his Wack eyes upon me, sparkling
ol i sprctwles: how he smiled hope and cocoumgement spem we whien
e heard 1 haed corme o wed the Muasoss Low clsment was every lock and worid
men who laad riken

ity prates of learming ol the learned 3 how b spoke af brg
fromm wlhial is called lbde B, and angpanpel ethives ol Me e— then far ads
womcwed By anad intellecigal honors, theugls in eacly Life the teehor of a coow-
mion selicol e afew minues he pul me al my ease ;. wade me fecl 1 owas more
than o clumsy cipler in the human series, md strengthening the detevmination in
iy =oul o be wseful, victous and dotelligent,. Froam that howr antl his death, his
Kindness bommed open me witheut vanation or eclipse; i spite of o ol wos
weak and all et was wrong e oy course, his alfection was fhat of o father apdd
adriend, e o no pecutior, fr-fetched modes of thinking o of leaching.  He

serms b0 me pow Lo have alepled, with sound  common scnsc, his workigeanzhip
g suclh tonks awd malesials as e had, e succcodel well, T think, 10 edocating,
hat s, drawing oo, the powers of almest all who bad anything o them s whether
e wiled enough to fll up cmpty or leaky skulls, 1 dare it wndertake o say,”

The boys at the Academy looked upon the new pupil
with great admivation, when they heard that “that boy las
been throogh the anthmetic”

At twenty he conneeted himsell with the Classical and
Mathematicat Schoaol of John Gummere, at Burlington, N, 1.,
as both a student and assistant teacher.  While there he be-
came @ favorite with teachers and pupils, corresponded with
many of them for years, and retained them as fricnds through
life.

While at school in Burlington he decided not to remain
a teacher very long, as he thought he was not fitted for the
work, and shrank from the responsibility.  His fiends thought
he underrated his abilitics, and it is probable he did so.



