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INTRODUCTION

BY BERTRAM C. A, WINDLE, S=.Ih, F.R S, F.5 A

FHESIGENT OF l:,'||.1r.EN'3 COLLHGE, CORH

SoME achieve greatness, one mighl almost say have it
thrust npon them, so lightly does it descend, without
apparent effart, without that strife and laboor throegh which
others win tnwards their gaal. O such was Gilher White,
of Selhorne, who would certainly have been amazed had he
known that a hundred years after bis time he wonld be the
patron saint of a sociely named after the lLittle cut-of-the-
way village in which he was born and where he died
Quiet it 15 to this day, ont of the way, and difficult o
access.  ITow much tmore 2o in White's fitne, with the "ip-
fomous " raads of which he speaks and of which ke gives
such a graphic description in his G0t letter.  Dut for White's
grandfather, wha left a considetable sum of money for their
amelioralion, oue most suppese 1lhat they would have been
aven more impas:iahle than thee grandsnn fourndd them 1o his
time. Winte had an hereditary connection with the village
now famouws from his association with it His prandfiher,
just mentioned, also a Gilbert White, was a Fellow of
Mapdalene College, Oxford, and was presented by his
college to the Vicarnge of Sethorne in 1681, There he
died in tyz27, and his tombstone 15 still to be seen in the
ehurch. One son survived him, Jolin, o barretec-at-law,
who was the father of the fmwous Gilbert,  The future
naturalist was born at the vicarage on the 13th of Joly,
1720, and was consequently seven vears of age at the lime
of his grandfather's death. He matrcolated at Oriel
College, Oxford, in 15730, toak his degree of Bachelor of Arts
in 1743, and was clected to a Fellowship in the following
year, As was then obligatory, he took arders, and was



