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THE DOG.

CHAPTER 1.
THE EARLY HISTORY AND ZOOLOGICAL CLASSTPICATION OF THE DOG.

E Thoa, next to the human being, ranks highest in the seale of in-

telligence, and was evidently designed to be the ¢companion and the
friend of marn. We exuet the services of other animsls, and, the task
being performed, we dismisa them to their accustomed food and rest:
but several of the varieties of the dog follow us to our home; they are
connected with many of oar pleasures and wants, and guand our sleeping
The first animal of the domeatication of which we have any account was
the sheep. ** Abel was a keoper of sheop.™* It is difficult to belleve that
any long time would pass before the dog—who now in every country of
the world is the companion of the shepherd, and tha director or guardian
of the sheep—would be enliated in the sarvice of man.
of the human being. At the feet of the leres, those household deities
who were supposed to protect the abodes of men, the fizure of a barking
dog was often placed. In every age, and almost in every part of the
globe, he has played a prineipel part in the labours, the dangers, and tha
pleasures of the chace.

In process of time man began to surround himself with many servania
fromm among the lower animals, but among them all he had only one
friend—the dog ; one animal only whose servics was voluntary, and who
wis snsceptible of disinterested affoction and gratitude. In every country,
and in every time, there has existed between man and the dog 2
different from that whieh is ohserved between him and ary other animal.
The ox and the sheep submit to our control, but their affections are prin-
cipally, if not solely, confined to themselves. They submit to us, but they
can rarely be eaid to love, or even to recognise us, exeept as conneeted
with the supply of their wanta,

The horse will share some of our pleasures. Ha enjoys the chace as
much as does his rider ; and, when contending for victory on the course,
he fecls the full influence of emulation. Remembering the pleasure he
has experienced with his master, or the daily supply of food from the
hand of the groom, he often exhibite evident tokens of recognition ; but
that is founded on a selfish principle-—he neigha that ke may be fed, and
his affections are easily transferred.

= {Gen. iv. 2.

=~



2 EARLY HISTORY OF THE DOG,

The dog is the only animal that is capable of disinterested affection.
He is the only one that regards the human being as his companion, and
follows him as his friend ; the only one that scems to poasess & natural
desire to be useful to him, or from a spontaneous impulse attaches himself
to man, We take the bridle from Llae mouth of the horse, and turn him
free into the pasture, and he testifies hia joy in his partially recovered
liberty. We exact from the dog the service that is required of him, and
he still follows us, He solicits to be eontinued a8 our companion and
our friecnd. Many an expressive action tells us how much be is pleased
and thankfnl, He shares in owr ahundanee, and he is content with the
scanticst and most humble fare, Ha loves us while living, and has been
known to pine away on the grave of his master.

As an animal of draught the dog is highly useful in some countries.
‘What would become of the inhabitants of the northern regions, if the dog
were not harnessed to the sledge, and the Laplander, and the Gresnlander,
and the Eamtchatkan drawn, and not nn.ﬁ'equcntl at the rate of nearly
a hundred miles & day, over the snowy wastes? Newfoundland, the
timber, one of the most important articles of commerce, is drawn to the
water-side by the docile but ill-used dog: and we need only to cross the
]hﬁmhﬂlnnnelmn:dnrmam how useful, and, generally speaking, how

& beast of deaught the dog can be.

};EE , in our country, and to its great disgrace, this employmaent of
the dog has been accompanied by such wanton und shameful eruelty, that
the Legislature—somewhat hastily confounding the ahuse of a thing with
il:s lgitimate purpose—forbade the appesranes of the dog-cart i the

litan districts, and were inclined o extend this prohibition through
tl'uaw oje kimgdom, it is much to be desired that a kindlior and better
feeling may gradually prevail, and that this animal, humanely treated,
ramy return to the discharge of the services of which nuture has renderod
kim capable, and which prove the greatest source of happiness to him
while discharging them to the best of his power,

In another and very Important particular, as the preserver of buman
lifc, the history of the dog will be most interesting. The writer of this
work hos seon 8 Newfoundland dog who, on five distinet occasions, pre-
sarved the life of a homan being ; and it is said ufthennbleqmdrupad
whose remains constitute opa of the most interesting specimens in the
mussum of Berne, that forty persons were rescued by him from impending
destruetion.

When this friend and sepvant of man dics, he does not or may not ceasa
to be useful ; {hrmmnn countries, and to a far greater extent than is

y imagioed, his skin s weful for gloves, or leggings, or mats, or
mmhu; and, whilu even the Romans oceasionally fattened him for
the table, and esteemed his flesh a dainty, many thousands of people in
Asin, Afriea, and America, now breed him expressly for food.

If the publication of the present work should throw some sdditional
light on the good gualitles of this nohle animal; if it should enable ns to
derive more advantage from the services that he can render—io train him
more expeditionsly and fully for the dischurge of those services—io pro-
tect him from the sbuses to which he is exposed, and to mitigate or remove
some of the diseases which his comnection with man hes entailed upon

im ; if any of these purposes be accomplished, we shall derive consider-
ab t useful kmw[edge * as well as pqum from the perusal of the

present volume,




EARLY HISTORY OF THE DOG. a

Some controversy has arisen with regard to the origin of thcdng;
Professor Thomas Bell, to whom we are indebted for a truly valuahb
history of the British quadrupeds, traces him to the wolf. He says, and
it is perfectly true, that the osteology of the wolf does not differ materially
from that of the dag more than that of the different kinds of diffiers ;
that the cranium is similar, and they agreo in nearly all the other essen-
‘tial points; that the dog and wolf will readily breed with each other, and
that their progeny, thus obtained, will again mingle with the dog. There
15 one circumstance, however, which seems to mark a decided difference
between the two animals : the eye of the doz of every country and species
has a circular pupil, but the position or form of the pupil is oblique in the
wolf. Professor Bell gives an ingenicus but not admissible reason for
this. He atiributes the forward direction of the eyes in the dog to the
constant habit, * for many successive generations, of looking towards their
master, and obeying his voice :” but no habit of this kind could by poesi-
bility produce any such effect. 1t should also be remembered that, in
every part of the glube in which the wolf is found, this form of the pupil,
and a peculiar setting on of the corve of the tail, and & in the
voiee, cannot fail nlsbmng cheerved ; to which may be added, that the
dog exiate in every latitude and in every elimate, while the hahih.tion of
the wolf ia confined to certain parts of the globe.

There is also o marked differcoce in the temper and habits of the two.
The dog is, penerally speaking, easily manageable, but nothing will, in
the majority of cases, render the wolf moderately tractable. There ave,
however, exceptions to this. The author remcmbers a hitch wolf at the
Zoological Gardens that would always come to the front bars of her den
to be caressed as 200n a3 any one thai she knew epproached. She had
puppies while there, and she brooght her little ones in ler mouth to be
noticed by the speciators ; 8o eager, indecd, was she that they should share
with her in the notice of her friends, that she killed them all in Fuccession
,ﬁndagaimthebanufherden uahﬂbmnghtthmfamiblyﬁ:rwald to be

led.

M. F. Cuvier gives an account of a young wolf who followed bis
master everywhere, and showed a degree . of effection and submission
gcarcely inferior to the domesticated dog. His master being unavoidably
absent, he was sent to the menageric, where he pined for his loss, and
would scarcely take any food for a considerable time. At length, how-
ever, he attached himself to his kecpers, and appeared to bave forgotten
his former associate. At the cxpiration of cighieen months his master
returned, and, the moment his voice was heard, the wolf recoguised him,
and Iavished on his old friend tho most affectionate earesses. Amnnd
separation followed, which lasted three and again the ~PENem-
beredmmrmgmndm}d to with impatient cries; after
which, on his master, he licked hie face with every mark of joy,
menacing his eepers,tawnrda whom he had just before been exhibiting
fondness. A third separation occurred, and he became gloomy nnd
melancholy. He suffered the caresses of none but his keepers, and
towards them ho often manifested the original ferocity of his species.

These stories, however, go only a little way to prove that the dog and
the wolf have one commen origin.

It may appear sinpular that in both the Old Testament and the New
the dog waea spoken of almost with abhorrence. He ranked among the

T B g



