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INTRODUCTION

The following pages contain the resolutions adopted by

, tarious Chambers of Commerce and Roards of Trade, after

important speschea delivered by Mz, Léon Choltean in the
principal-cautres of commerce of the United States during the
two campaigns which he made with che view of eoncluding
& Franco-Aineriean Trealy of Uomerce.  In the second part
of the preseni volume, the veader will find the Reports eent
to the Paris Committee by the prineipal Chembers of Com-
nerce of Fraoce,

Mr, Chottean viaited Amcrica of delegate of o French
committes formed in Janwary, 1578, upon the initiative of
Mr. E. Menier, member of the Chamber of Commerce of Paria
and deputy of Seine-ci-Marme.

Belore detailing the aots of this committes aud Lhe lwo
campaigns of it9 delognte in America, we must briefly explain
the pressnd slate of Lhe comwercial relationa of Fravee and
the United States, and the pian adopted by the French
commitéca for the puarpese of ameliorating those relations by
a reciprocal lowering of the costem-hounee tarills of the two
countries,

L

A comparigon will aid the reader to make himeself sequainied
with the abnormal character of the sctual relations of America
and France,

In 1577, Enﬁlland which only reckens thirty millions of in-
habitants, purchased Freneh produce for more than a thou-
Aand mil]ian of franca.

The same year, the United Scatea nith a population of more
than forty-three millions purchased Freoch products lor only
sbout 216 milliong of trance.

Whenea ariees chis iminense difference ' From this
fact, that ¥rance and Great BPritsin are united by a
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liboral treaty of commerce which promotes exchanges between
them, whilst the United States eod France are conoected by
no convention of this kind, and chat, in the abaence of may
treaty of commerce, thay apply resiprocally o Lhe }iﬁaducts of
both vountries tariffs exorbitant and often even prohibitive.

Thiz eustom-houss policy producer an mjur{e te the
commerce of the two countries which ii i impossible to state
precisely in figures, bub to which we may be able o approxi-
mate by conlinuing the somparison instituted above.

T'hue, thanks to the treaty of 1860, Fngland in 1877 sold |
fo France 576 millicne of francs worth of produce.

Then in that ssme year, the United States imported into
France only 257 millions worlh of theiv produce. Fronch high
tarills cauged Lhem to snffer o loss which amomnted Lo mors
than 300 millions, if we consider only a group of %0
millions of their inhsbitants, but which is singularly inereascd
if we tuke into acromnt ihe real amonnt of the population of
the donerfcan Union, Lhe enormens extent of ity torricory, and
the incaleulable importance of its natoral riches.

This samg eugtom-houss poliey sauges to French commerne
an annual delriment whivh we may reckon at 750 millions of
franes, sinee it ia natural to think that with o population of
more than foréy-theea millioms, the Tniled Bratea could make
uee of annuully st lesat as much of French preduce as England,
if they enjoyed the same liberal tarifs.

The delals of the wriicles throw a clear Tight upon tha
subject,

Do we wish to koow lor exampls what amount machines
and articles ipsuinyr from American factories constitute in this
pum of 257 niillions of produste of the Thoited Stales imported
into Fravce io 1877 ¢

For two millions of france only.

All the other articles figure under the denomination of raw
cottons and petroleums, chings necessary for food, as fate, salt
meaks, ceresls.

Heelug their industry so badly trested by the French custom-
house, the Toired Rtates are Jlrit-tle inclined t0 modify their
own Lariffi in lavour of France. _

Consequently, in this ssme resr 1877, Freach exports to
the United Statesn reached ouly the amount of 216 millions
whilst the preceding year they were 250 millions of franes.

The diminucien, as may be secn, is very conziderable ; it ia
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gtill more perceptible if we refer Lo the year 1856, when France
gold to the United Btates for 804 mallions of france of her
producis.

‘What 18 the cavze of thin {nereasing diminution of ¥Freach
exports to the Tnited Btabes ¢ .

be high tariffs which America has sonsidered it neceasary
to gatablish with referonce to foreign prodnee after the war of -
secession, Mr. Menier poinfed omb this cause when he raid
in December, 1877, in a letter uddressed to Mr, Léon Chottean :

“In 1816, aa in 1863, the Americans committed & great
cotunereinl mistake ; they wisled to make foreigners pay their
debts by raising the oustom-house duties.  What is the result
of it ¥ Tk ia that foreign commeree has Teft them™ *

The evil thos pointed out, the remedy was st onte indi-
cated ; it was neccesary to Ty to get from the United States
government u lowering of these Larills, and for that purposa to
show France rcady to weloome American prodactR upon
conditions less hard.

Then the law requiring that the general tariff should be
applied to sll natione which were nob eonneeted by apecial
treatiee with France, ib wag nol possible to awmeliorate the
conditions impoacd npen American products en their entrance
inlu France, except by means of & treaty of commerce to be
concluded between Francee sod the United States, From this
grose the necessity of propacating in the two counlries the
idea of & resiproval treaty.

IL

‘A committee, the compogitien of which will be found a little
forther on, waa lormed al Lhe beginning of 1878 with the view
{0 hia indispenssble propagonds, On the Srd of Febraary,
it published az Appeal Lo the Amcricans which will be read a
few pagea lower down.

Tl]:ia Appeal indieated with precizion from the commenea-
ment the object dimed alb; ihere it is ataled .—

“ Batting aside pbaolute golutions, transitions foo abrupt, we
secept 8 practioal means of lowering tarifls.

* Fea the pamphlet entiblal L Teyrd o Conmence FRikoo- A wfnroww, by Léon
Chottesn, with a profac by M, Meulor, FPars, 1878,
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“ Begides, it is upon thie ground where aceord is easy that
Mr. J. Bherman, your minister of finance, hae recently placed
himself. The sixth report of the commission nominated hy
Mr. S8herman for the purpsse of modifying the custom-house
lawe in America shows that the aridcles upon which duties are
levied, amount to more than 2,500, of which 823 pay duties ad-
vaforem from 10 to 75 por cent., 541 epecific duties, 144 are
subjected to complex taxed, 1,000 slthough not enumerated are
in every case charged wich dufiea.

“ These 2,300 articles do nol give te your treasury the
millions which fifteen or twenty articles subjected to moderate
dutics wonld fornish.”

The Appesl invited, in concluding, the Americans to form
on their part stk Washington a national commitiee, which
might be abls to eombine its setion wilh that of the French
comwnittes, a0 28 to nssemble at Paris, during the Exhibition,
delegaten of the commeres and industry of the bwo nations in
a grand Franco-American conferencs, which would thus have
the qualification requisite to lay down the besis of a iveaty of
COmIBLee. :

IIL.

This Appeal once drawn up, it was necessary to send to
America a delegate charped to develop, elore the thambers of
commerce of the United HBtates, the views of the French
commiftee. This delegale wes moreover indicated beforehand
by aptitudes sltogether special, by the extenaive knowledge
w{u'eh ho ponsessea of the commerce of the two counlries, and
by the personal relationa which he had created in the different
Beakes of the Tnion during & long sejourn in America. A
French publicist, M. Léon Choteesu, had, in fact, visited the
United States in 1867, ho had atudicd closcly the institutions,
the manners, and the immenss rerources of that countzy. He
bad become eonnected with g grept nomber of politicians, of
pablicista, of merchants, and of American manufscturers. On
his return from Francg he had published, in 1876, & history
of the war of independonce, a book as well known in France
s in Ameriea where it arrived o propos, since the United
States wera then celebrating by a universsl Exhibition the
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centenary of their liberation.® Mr. Chottean, moreover, had
been one of the firat to point ent through the medinm of the
preas the advantages which would reanlf from the conclusion
of & Franco-American Treaty of Commerce, aud he had pub-
]iagcd in the month of Decembser, 1877, & pamphlet upon that
subjest.

The eommittes conld not hesitate, {t chose Mr, Chotiean,
and formished bim with the means of going to America.

The "T'rensatlantic Company agsociy ilgelf, fromm the
beginning, with our work in giving to the French delegate a
free passage upon its magnifiecnt steamera,

Mz, Chottenn abarked at Havee oo the Snd of March, 1878,
upon the steamer Lo france.  Arvived at New York the 14th,
he commenced twa days aficrwards the eampaign by a confer-
ence st the Free Trade Club of that town, visited in turn
Hoston, Wushington, Raltimorg, Philadciphia, New (irleans,
Cineinnati, Satnt Lowis, Chieago, snd Ban Franciseo ; apoke

- befors all the Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade,
and sucecesded in intevesting all these bodies in the work of
the commilles, snd in inducing them to promise to send dele-
gates to the vonfercnce which waa to take place at Pariz on
the Tth of Aupuat. Having quittod New York the 12th of
Juone, upon the Sadri- Lewrsnd ha learnt on arriving at Havrs
on the 24th, that the merchants of that town had arranged to
offer to him a banguel, which took place on bosrd the same
sleamer,

At a meeting of the committea, held the #nd of July, st
Paris, st the Hotel of the Ryndical Chawmbers, he gave an

_ pocpunk of his mission, It waas then lcarnt that a committes
had been formed at Waglington. Au sddress sent by this
meeting ta the Fremch pommoitten, in reply bo the Appeal of Lhe
8rd of Fehroary, was read. We exiract from that document,
dated Washington, ith June, 1875, the following passage : —

““The diveraity of the natyral products and manulactures of
the two conntriea {n soch that they cannet be rivalsg. Kach
produces in a vory large mensore what the other wants, and
we cannot conseive that any political theory shauld forbid the
clusest commercial relations Eﬂtween natione thus sitwated.

“The Tuited Btatcs s teeming with products which should

* La GurRaE ne (IROLPERDARCE, 17761762, Less Foakoes ge AMERIQUE. 4
volume of 430 pagew, with unedited documanta. . (harpentier, édlteor. Pacis, 1878,
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find a markel in Franee, and if we sell to you, it iz a natural
and inevitable result that we shall buy from Fon.

“We are, thersfore, prepared to ecordially co-operate in
directing the public geniiment of Frence and the TUnoited
ftates to the greab adventages which must sccrue equally fo
each country by such an adjustment of inport duties through
g conventional tariff, a8 will increase its trade and develop 1te
TEROUTCeE,

“We quite sgres with you that such a Lhﬂ.ﬂgﬁ can best be
made effectnal snd mutually profirable in befng initiated, after
carefnl consideration, by praclical men; and your suggﬁation
that we should combine our efforts to prepare the way for o
Franco-American Congross {8 & wise one, Which meets with our
hesrty approbation,”

Thus M. (hottcan had obtained the desired result; a
commitéee had besn formed at Washington ; that commiftec
waa on agll pwinte in accerd with Lhe Freuch committes ; :
American delogates wore going ko sasemble of Paris. This
wasa & firgt success.

IvV,

The Frante-American Conference met the 7th, 9th and 11th
of Angust, 1878, One hundred delegates took part in it, fifty
Ameriean and fifty French, A vommiesien of sixteen members
was deputed to lay the hasie of the treaty, We will cite
among fthe American members, Mesurs, 3 athan .&gplatou
Felix Limet, Cornelius Ronsr_:vclt, James Hodges, Emile
Karst. The eight French members wers Mensrs. Foucher de

Careil, Benaior; D, Wilon, M. Rouvier, Pascal Duprat,

Deyutwaa1 F. A, Delboy, €ouneel General ; Armand Linlande,
Prosident of the Chimber of Commeree of Bordeaus;
L. Hielard, President of the Genersl Syndicate of the Tnion
of Commercc and Industry, and Augnste Desmouling,
publicist.

This commission discussed, modified and adopted s project
which had been prepared by two of its members, Messra,
Felix Limet and A, Desmouling. Thin doecument, submitted
to the general conference, was approved by the same the 11th
of Auguat,

It had the form of & memoir addreased to the Congress of
‘Washingion, and (o the French chambers by the members of
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