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Duix Sm, Bosrod, NovEum=es 19th, 150,

I have the pleasure of informing you, that, at a meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Mereantile Library Association, held
Monday evening, 18th instant, it was unanimousty voled, that the
thanks of the Association be presented to yoo, for the sble and
highly instruetive Address delivered on the cccasion of its thirtieth
anniversary, and that a m'py be requested for pablieation.

Hoping that yoo will comply with the request, I have the honor
1o remain, with seotiments of respect, your obedient servant,

HENEY FP. CHAMBERLATN,

Hoo. George 5. Hillard. Semaing BT

Court Stree!, November 20, 1850,
Desr 8%,

The Address, a eopy of whichk you have requested for pablication,
was propared with exelnsive reference to the position and claims of
the yoong men composing your Associalion. I am induced tw com-
ply with your request, vpon the sssurance of those, whose judgment
and candor I hold in equal respect, that the esds which Ibad in
view in writing it will be {uriher promoted by its poblieation.

With my best wishes for the prosperity of your Association, and
for the health aod happiness of its members, I remain your friend

and obedient servant,
GEORGE S, HILLARD.

Heory P. Chamberlain, Esg.

545514






ADDREBS.

Tue varions employments of civilized life may
be divided into two classes, corresponding to the
body and the mind in man. Trade and commerce
minister to material wants, natural or artificial;
science and literature, to intellectual growth. Thus,
the merchant may be taken as the representative of
outward or practical life, and the scholar, of inward
or intellectnal life. In this division, no disparaging
cornparison is involved. Each class of employments
has its pecaliar advantages and its peculiar dangers.
The jdeal merchant is, in my judgment, nowise
inferior to the ideal scholar. Indeed, as each ap-
proaches the highest point of development, they
draw nearer and nearer towards one another, as the
opposite aides of a pyramid, far apart at the base,
meet at the top. By the ideal merchant, T mean a
man acting, but capable of thinking; by the ideal
scholar, a man thinking, but capable of acting.



6

Polities, or the art of government, in this age of the
world, includes both elements. The merchant and
the scholar each coniribntes something to the com-
position of the statesman. He must be able to
ascend to the highest generalizations from a solid
basis of carefully sclected facts. The homely details
of business, as well as the laws which regulate and
control its .great movements, raust be familiar to
him. B8peculation must suggest experiment, and
experiment must confirm speculation,

No man ean be said to be a finished man who has
not both the power of acting and the power of
thinking ; and no community is truly powerfal and
prosperous which has not & fair proportion of men of
action and men of thonght. A country in which
all men are either engaged in the mequisition of
property, or steeped in the luxuries which property
commands, — withoat books, without scholars, with-
out ideas, — bezides being the dreariest of deseris to
the spiritmal cye, contains within itself the elements
of self-destruction, and is in constant danger of be-
ing shattered to pieces by the explosive force of
its own sclfish propensitics, 8o, a country in which
the intellectual energies of the people find no practi-
cal sphere, which is rich in u.-lzive_rsitiea, libraries, and
pictare-galleries, but poor in merchants, manufae.
turers, and engineers, can never have any considera~
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ble amount of constitutional vigor, but is always in
a state of what physicians eall atony,

The world at this moment furnishes illustrations
of each of these positions. It is one of the felicities
of England, that, from her situation, her elimate,
her soil, her mineral wealth, and her political instita-
tions, she has been able to furnish se great a variety
of occupation to her sons, and to open a congenial
sphere to every form of energy and enterprise. Bhe
has had universities, scieniific assoctations, philoao-
phers, poets, and artizsts, and, at the same time, ships,
colonies, commerce, mines, and manufactares. Her
literatore and legislation both show the beneficial
effects of this blending of the active and specula-
tive elements. The literatore of England is remark-
able, not only for its variety and extent, but for
its pervading characteristics of good sense, and good
taste, which, indeed, i# nothing more than good
sense applied to sstheties. It is an emipemtly
hiealthful literature. Inm reading the books of Eng-
land, we are walking in the open air, with the sights
and sounds of Naturc around ws. Her writers do not
lock at life exclusively through the windows of a
study. As the curve of the rocket and the silvery
plume of the fountain are shaped b}rthe earth’s gravi-
ty, #o, with them, the most daring flights of imagina-
tion and the most adventurons quests of the specula-




