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PREFACE

THACKERAY says: “Some poet has ob-
served, that if any man would write down
what has really happened to him in this
mortal life he would be sure to make a
good book, though he never had met with
a single adventure from his birth to his
burial.”

I have occupied my leisure hours by
recalling to mind, and recording, some
matters in my experience which may not
be without interest.

While there is nothing in my career
which so far distinguishes it from that of
any other member of the legal profession,
who has followed the law for a period of
half a century, as to furnish an excuse for
anything in the form of an autobiography,
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PREFACE

I trust that the statement of some things
which have occurred during my professional
life may be of interest, especially to the
younger members of the legal profession,
and that the account of the simple way in
which people lived during my boyhood and
youth may not be uninteresting to the
present generation. G AT
Bostox, July, 1910,



CONTENTS

Caarren
L Scroon Days .

II. Hanvarn Universrry, 185561 .

IIl. Covwerey Pracrice or Law
IV, Tue Sveerion Couvar

V. Tue Svrreme Jupiciar Covmr

ik






A Lawyer’s Recollections

CHAPTER I
BCHOOL DAYS

I was born at Fitchburg, Massachusetts,
in 1838. Fitchburg, now a city of more
than thirty-five thousand population, was
then a town of less than three thousand
inhabitants. There was no railroad in that
portion of the State. Lines of four-horse
coaches ran to Boston, Worcester, Keene,
New Hampshire, and Brattleboro, Ver-
mont, and four- or six-horse teams were
used for the transportation of merchandise.

Fitchburg was a flourishing manufac-
turing town and contained a number of
wealthy people, that is, wealthy for those
days. The style of living was quite primi-
tive, and there was little or no ostentation
of wealth. Nearly every one was engaged
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