THE LABOR QUESTION, IN
ITS RELATION TO
POLITICAL PARTIES: AN
ADDRESS TO WORKINGMEN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649417124

The Labor Question, in Its Relation to Political Parties: An Address to Workingmen by Thos.
M. Nichol

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THOS. M. NICHOL

THE LABOR QUESTION, IN
ITS RELATION TO
POLITICAL PARTIES: AN
ADDRESS TO WORKINGMEN

ﬁTrieste






The Labor
Question,

In its Relation fo Political Parties.

AN ADDRREBS TO

Workingmen,

By THOS. M. NICHOL

L ’ f..-
MILWAUKEE, WIS — =
1886, -



UNIVERSITY

LIBRARY 1945 (e a?/ 2, 0
o = SEP 1 1943 i
I?" & {;‘ he
C

FPage

THE Party AND RECORD QUESTIONS .....0000s i 1
WHAT LasoriNg MEN WANT ooiivi i T
Proor tHAT TiMeEs IMPROVE.....uur... e 10
THE MONEY QUESTION—SILVER.ccveiisniarresmenreres 15

LABOR AND CAPITAL .cvvvsiseinmnnrineesssnnrsansnssssosens L3
THE TARIFF OR PROTECTION QUESTIONvsrere cevnnres 35
Horace GReEtEY's ArGuMENTE, RECOLLECTIONS

AND EXPERIENCES ,..ceusenrinnnesrsrisinsarsarnsnson 38
Our FInanciaL SystEM—NATIONAL BaNgs ........ 45
Borps Nor TAXED......... PR N e e el o7

5-20 Boxps—Were TrHEY EveER PAYABLE IN
HEEERBACER o uan st sanannsssirus i avamivmi venssniin B2
TEE CORPORATION QUUEBTION...ovvieririerrinmersnnriee BB
THE LARD GRART QUESTION ..ot ivvanivnnrereniasnanns T0
BoME RAILROAD ADVANTAGES........... PR 73
Waces axp Rates or C, M. & S1r. P. R R. TeEm
YEaR COMPARED WITH THOSE oF 1860.......... 74

Coar oF Living Now asp 1% 1860 ...ovvrvevvivin e 76
HEenrY GEORGE...... T R G R e i ]
Does CAPITAL PAY LABOR......cirevmmrnrrsrrrinasssnins B
HonrAcE GREELEY v8. HEXRY GEOHGE..c.vciuverern. 83
THE MISTAKE OF THE ANARCHISTS...,.00emeeeme vy, B4

TaE MITCHELL AND SAWYER QUESTION. ......0voeve. B3
A Law OF PROPERTY .iivvivriinersmnsmrmensreresassmnreaies B
VALUE OF & FRIEND .vovveniesdiuessrsnsonssinnnsrinsens o0
O N L USION e i tomrrarninnsnnsiareirarsnnsnarsriossnss D2



THE LABOR QUESTION.

AN ADDRESS TO WORKINGMEN.

The fact that the representatives of the Peo-
ple’s party, commonly called the Labor party,
seck joint discussion, teken in connection with the
large attendance, good order and close attention
ot the discussions recently held, show conclusively
that the men who have joined the new party
sincerely believe they are right, and that their
claima for their own party and their charges
against the Republican party can be successfully
maintained in full, free and candid discussion.

If they are right—if the Republican party is
wrong, or if it cannot maintain itself, or is afraid
of the argument, then it ought to be and must
expect to be beaten. But let us all appeal to “the
* law and the testimony."”

There are two sides to all questions. The work-
ing men who have been listening to Mr. Schilling
or others of like belief, have heard but one side.
Will they not welcome a fair presentation of the
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other, that they may judge impartially and intel-
ligently between them? You have no interest
in being deveived—you don't want to be deceived.
Bat till you have heard both sides yon are always
liable to be deceived.

A LARGE QUESTION

The labor question, in all its phases and ramifi-
cations, is a very large one, requiring a great deal
of careful study over a wide range of subjects.
You have not all had time and opportunity to
engage in this careful and extended study, but
receive your ideas largely in the first place from
others, who assume to have studied the questions,
and whose representations you are persuaded to
accept as true. It does not follow because men
differ, that any of them are necessarily dishonest.
Differences arige from many considerations—from
hereditary or educational bias; from self-interest,
and from imperfeet and partial investigation.

LET U3 BE FAIR.

T mean to write plainly, keeping back no mate-
rial fact, and indulging in no sophistry or dema-
gogy. I ask a candid reading of what I write.
If T am correct in my beliefs, Mr. Schilling is
wrong, and by accepting his views you only dam-
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age and injure yourselves, and the fature pros-
pects of yourselves and your children, and the
general prosperity of the whole country,

I admit that the subjects I shall discuss have a
more direct reference to national than to local
affairs. Whether this or that man is elected to a
state or county office does not directly affect these
questions; it shows, however, the direction of the
public sympathy, and thus has a moral influence
of great power.

But you have a member of congress to elect—
his vote and his influence bear directly on these
great subjects of national policies, of finance and
trade, of foreign and inter-state commerce; and
in all phases of these you are most vitally inter-
ested.

THE PLAIN QUESTION.

The plain question is to which party, and to
which candidate in your own district, can you
best afford to commit ybur interests in these
questions.

I have insisted, in the discussions that many
of you heard, that “there is no way of judging the
future but by the past.” That either the Repub-
liean or Democratic party will control our national
legislation. That judging by the past there is
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much good to expect from the Republican party,
and no good from the Democratic party.

THE RECORD QUESTION.

Mr. Schilling objects to the “ record argument.”
He says we can’t depend on a party’s past record.
It's no guarantee for the future. Now, “It's a poor
rule that won't work both ways,” is an old proverh.
If a good record is no guarantee for the future, a
bad record is no objection to a party for the future,
and no reason for rejecting it. Mr. Sehilling is
illogical to the point of absurdity when he re-
jeets my proposition, “a good record is the only
guarantee for the future” (in fact there can be no
other), and then his whole argument ageinst the
Republican party is on the ground that its record
is not good, and the Democrats he denounces he-
cause their record is worse, Mr. Schilling is not
logical. His whole appeal is based on record, rul-

ing out the good.
THE LIVING PRESENT.

But it is not wholly to an old and honorable
record that the Republicans appeal, though we are
very proud of the finished past. There is a living
present and an immediate future that we are not

'l of nor afraid of,
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Allusions to saving the Union and wiping out
slavery are ridiculed as “ shaking the bloody shirt.”
Of course, Republicans are proud of these great
suceesses, and of the blessings they have brought
to mankind—Ildessings that do not end but are
only fairly begun when union and liberty are uni-
versally acquiesced in.  We live and will continue
ta live, and our children will live, down to the
latest generations, in an atmosphere of blessings,
resulting from “ liberty and union,” the work of
the Republican party.

But if vou choose to ignore this claim, l]mrﬂ are
others that vou must see. The direct influence of
our finance, tariff, and commercial laws are felt
every day. It surrounds us as theair we breathe.
We are hardly conscious of the existence of air or
of the exercise of breathing, but we live by them
all the time. Our whole industrial and commer-
cial machinery, the regular operation of which is
as the breathing of animal life, depends on these
commercial and fnancial lawe, even as animal life
on the air it breathes  If these laws are kept
pure and sound-—oompesed of the right ingrdi-
ents rightly compounded. ax it were, then we will
have vigor, life and health in the industries of the
country : just as we luve nerve, vigor, health and
life in a pure atmosphers.  But vitiste thess: laws



