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In considerstion of the recent butcheries of Qobans, American cltizens
and Eoglish subjects, committed by the irresponsible Spanish Govern-
ment of Cuba and the insult to the American flag in the seizure of the
American steamship Virginius and subsequent shooting of her officors,
erew and passengers, wo deem it advantageons to place before the people
of the United Btates and of England a rough sketeh almes? exclusively
compiled from Spanish souroes, of the carnival of blood that has taken
place in Cuba during the governments of Genmerals Lersundi, Dalee, Ca-
ballero de Rodas, Ceballos, Pieltain aod last but not least, Jovellar, thoss .
thres last bring representatives of the Spanich Republic.

‘We will exhibit first a catalogue of the persons murdered in cold blood
by order of the Spanish Government of Cubs ; leaving out of gunsidera-
tion the killed en the battle field. We give with the name of each victim
the scarcs, in the moat part spanish, from which we bave taken the dats.

We will also give a list of the names of those captured by the Spanish
troops with arme in their hands sinee the 1st of March, 1869, taking them
alwgys from Bpanjsh sources,. We have selected the date beczuse on the
12th of Februsry a decree was issned and published in all the papers in
Cuba, to shoot all the insurgents captured with arms in their hands, In
this list we cnly inclode the names of those whose execution has not been
noticed in the newspapers, and of whom no mention has ever been mads ;
but knowing as wo do the law and the savage character of the rulers in
Quaba, it is easy to nnderstand what their fate has been. : !
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The third list comprehends those condemned to death in the garrofe by
o military commission sitting in Havana but not executed on account of
being out of the reach of the spanish hasgman.

It will be well to bear in mind also that we alwsys read in the Spanish
reporta that *“ Soch a column has ssoured such and sech & terrritory and
killed so many insorgents.” Habitually the killed are poor, harmleas and
defencelass peasants foreed out of their houses and brutally murdered.

We adjoin also a note of those delivered by the Captain General to the
military couris as guilty of tresson. We do not know the exact fate of
those unfortunates. It is known, however, that many of them have mys-
teriously dissppeared, and their families are sare that they have found an
obscure grave iu the burial grounds of the Cabaiia or el Principe.

‘We do not pretend to give a table of the crimes committed in Havans
and elsewhers, snch for example a2 those at the theatra of Villanueva, the
ooffee hanse of the Loavre, the butchery of Cobner, Greenwald and many ilke
ocases : or the transcendentally treacherons killing of Augusto Arange
under & flag of trnee. Neither shall we attempt to catalogus the murders
committed by the brutal soldiery in the country, the indiseriminate
slaughter of defenceless men, women and children, the rapes, the obscena
mutilations and the orueltiea of every kind perpetrated in our unheppy
coantry by the scourges of America : those are personal crimes which we
do not deem just to charge upon a whola people.

- In another list shall be found the names of those condemned to hard
labour i the chain gang of the penal colonies of Africa or Quba, many of
them men of high standing who, often old aud infirm, have been nnable to
endure the hardships and brutalities of their overseers sud have been
‘brooght to an untimely death,

In another we publish the names of the unforfunate men sent to Fer-
nando Poo, a barren and unhealthy island in the coast of Africa, & large.
number of whom perished on aeccouut of the bad treatment received on
their voyage thither : all those liats are very incompleie as the Spanish
censor permits the publication in the papers of only some of the crimes
perpeteated in Coba by Modern Spain,

We have not considered necesssry to present the catalogue of persons
whose property has been confiscated. We may only say that it reaches
slready the number of eleven fhousand, s thousand of whom are lndies
whose only erime is to be patives of Cubs and possessed of large proper-
tiea there.

It is sought by some persons in ithis country to show that the Cubans
have exhibited the same farocity as the Spaniards in their. conduct of the
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war, and that they have been uniformly s sanguinary and merciless as
their adversary, uniformly as regardless of humanity ss even Valmaseda,
“Tha allegation is utterly unfounded and grossly unjust to the Oubats, as
those who make or eredit it might easily satisfy themselves. In the very
outaet of the Revoluticn a considerable number of officers and men fell
into the hands of the patriots, in Bayamo and elsswhere in the Oriente.
All were spared without exception, and every effort was made by the
cnban chiefs to earry on the war in accord with the christian spirvit of the
age. Many of these captive officers baving taken their parole not to es-
cape, have broken that parole, and became the most ruthless and unspar-
ing of sll the apanish officers in the war. Bome alyo pretepding to pimpa-
thize with the Revolation, took service under it and were trnsted. Those
for the most part betrayed their trust, deserted on the first opportunity,
and like those who had brokten their parolos, became oonspicnous for their
feracity.

Meauwhile in all parts of the island no Cuban taken priscner of war
was spared ; to & man they were shot on the spot as so meny doga.
Nevertholess up to Angnst, 1869, many Spanish prisoners of war wers-
captured and not executed by the Cubans. Tt was then that General
Qneaada endeavoured to bring the enemy to an sprecment on the subject
and addressed (enera] Lesca a nofe to that effoct. This nobe was pub-
lished in the New York papers.

The reply was a verbal brutal of characteristic assertion of the Spanish
adherence to the policy of shooting all prisoners of war ; leaving tho en-
bans no other alternative than the stern measure of retaliation, which for
& time, with many exceptions, was adopted on the Coban side.

In October, 1869, General Quesada after having bronght the matter to
the notice of the Cuban Congress ordered that certain prisoners of war
who bad voluntarily tasken service in the Cuban army, in number of 6%
should be exccuted, they having been detected in a conspiracy to revolt
under circumstances of peeuliar treachery, these men were accordiogly
execated ; in a report of the affair made by General Quesada in 1870, by
gome error, the mmmber was swollen to 670 or 603 more than were ac-
tually exesuted. The act excitod o good deal of hard criticlam in this
country from the Press, in Oongress and even by the President of the
United States and the execntion of 80 many men is clted as conclusive ev-
idence of & blood-thirsty spirit iu the Cubane quite equal to that of the
enemy. Those who have taken that view surely overlook that the men in
question were shot not as prisoncrs of war for that they have long ceased
fo be, as they had taken service under the Republic and were detected in s
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conapirsey to desert to the enemy ; therefore even had the number of
those men been 670, their execution would have been a jastifiable aot of
War. *

As to the eanse of this sxecution we prefer to give Bpanish evidence,
namely, on account of the transaction frem the Diaric de la Mariana of
the 24th March of 1870, which we translate: " All the officers, sergeants
and corporals who were in the hands of the ememy have boen shot. In
eonneetion with many Cuobang they had planned & eonnter-revolution and
had conceited the delivary of all the rebel chieftains to (Genersl Puello,
Two days before the one appoiuted by this gallant general to commence
his march, he sent & messenger to captain Troysno with the news of his
advaiben, The bearer of the nows was arrested bowever and searched,
the letter was fonnd, and on the following day the messenger, our officers
and the Oabans compromized in the counter-revelution were shot, thus
assaling with their lives their devotion to their beloved mother country.”

‘Thaa it is plain what those men desigmed to do. What the laws of
war adjodge as the punishment of officers convictad of sneh crimes, will bs
found in any writer of international law whatever his nationality maey be,

‘We deem proper to append some documents and extracts of docoments,
and papers, almost oll from Spanish origin, which sxplain very forcibly
the kind of war made by the Spaniards in Cuba.

COUNT VALMASEDA'S PROCLAMATION.

Inhebitants of the ecountry | The re-enforcements of troops that I have
beon waiting for have arrived ; with them I shall give protection to the
good, and punish promptly those that still remain in rebellion against the
government of the metropoliz.

You know that I have pardoned those that bave fooght ns with arme:
that your wives, mothers, and sisters have foznd me in the unexpocted
protection that you have reinsed them. Yoo know, also, that many of
those I hawve pardoned have turned sgainst ns again.

Before soch ingratitude, sach villany, it is not possible for me to be the
man that I have been ; there is no longer & place for a fulsified neatrality ;
he that is not for me is against me, and that my soldiers may know how
to distinguish, you hear the order they carry :

lst. Every man, from the age of fiftcen years, upward, found away from

* Americans muat not forget the execution in Mexico, in 1548, of the Bafallion of
Ban Patrick, &o., &o,
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his babitstion, (fiuea,) and does not prove a justified motive therefor, will

be shot.

2d. Every habitation nnoceupied will be burned by the troops.

3d. Every habitation from which does not float a whits flag, ss a eig-
nal that its ocenpants desire peace, will be reduced to ashes.

‘Women that are not living at their own homes, or at the house of their
relatives, will collect in the tuwn of Jiguani, or Bayamo, where mainte-
nance will be provided, Thoge who do not present themaelvea will be

conducted forcibly.,

The foregoing determinations will comménee to take effect on the 14th

of the present wonth.

Bavaumo, April 4, 18688,

—

Ei Coxpe DE VALMASEDA.

In ithe inferesi of Christion
civilizalion and common humanity,
I hope that this document is = for-
goery. If it be indeed gennine, the
President instrocta me in the most
forcible manner, 10 PROTEST ABAINST
SUCH MOLE OF WARFARE.

ME. Fizm to
Mgz Lorez Koperms.

Max 10, 1889,

‘... protesting against 1EE IN-
PaMOUS PROCLAMaTON of (feneral
Connt of Valmaseds”

Mgz, Fism to Ms. Hux.

May 11, 1869,

** Meagures of war are undonbt-
edly those adopted by General
Coont of Valmaseda ; but they are
not of soch 8 pature as to revolt
the feelings of humanity. Let the
&rﬁr‘clamatwn issued by General

nt of Valmeszeds stndied
without passion, let the antece-
dents be recorded, and it will be
eeen that esid proclamation dpeg
nol even reach what 48 reguired
by the pecesgities of wsr in the
moeet civilized nations.”

Leading erticle of the IHario de
ta Martana, Havans,

Mar 9, 1869,

Capiain Gencralship of the Ilond of Cuba, Siaf. ﬂedmmhmd

couri-mariial, sitting at this place on this day, with the ohject .of examin-
ing and judging into the process instituted against the civilian José Valdez
Nodarse, for having nttered seditious words, has condemued him to six
years hard labor in the chain gang ; and his Excellency in conformity
with the opinion of the Auditor hes been pleased to approve ssid sen-
tence, but recognising, a8 tha Anditor does too great lenity in the sen-
tence, because it is not in accord with the regulations, codes and existing
laws ; be has ordered that the President and members of the Military
Court may be sent to a castle to suffer the pennity of two months' impris-
onment jn the same,

Published by order of his Ex.
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“4¥ith cheeks reddened with shame and hearts dripping biood, we con-
fess, in view of what is now happening that foreigners sre right. Afriéa
commences in the Pyrenees, not the Afriea of the Marochians, but the
Africa of the Kafiirs.”

Estado Catalan, Bareelongz, August 9, 1869,

More than three hondred epiee and conspirators are shot monthly in
this jorisdietion. Myself alone, with my band, have already disposed of
wine, and [ will naver he weary of killing,

Letter of Domingo Graifio, Caplain of Folunfeers,
September 28, 1869.

We captured seventeen, thirteen of whom were shot outright ; on dying
they shouted harrsh for Free Cuba, hurrah for Independence. A mulatio
#aid harrah for Céspedes.  On the following day we killed & Cuban offi-
cer and another man. Among the thirteen that we shot the first day were
found three sons and their father ; the father witnessed the execution of
his sons withont even changing color, and when his turn came be said be
died for the independence of his country. On coming back: we broaght
along with us three carts filled with women and children, the families of
those we had ghot ; and they asked us to shoot them, becanse they wounld
rather dip than live among Spaniards,

Letter of Jevus Rivacoba, officer of Folunteers, Enorucijada,
\Beptember 4th, 1869,

Not 2 single Cuben will remain in this Island, because we shoot all
those we find on the fields, on the farms and in every hovel. _
Latter from Pedro Fardon, oficer of Volunteersto Rosendo Rivas,
September 224, 1869,

‘We do not leave a cresture alive where we pass, be it man or enimal.
If we find cowe we kill them ; if borses, ditto ; if hogs, ditte ; men,
women or ohildren, diito ; a8 to the housbs, we burn them ; so every one
receives his due—the men in balls, the animals in bayonet-thrusts, The
Island will remain o desert.

Letler from the same Pedro Fardon to his father, Sept. 22, 1869,




