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PREFACE.

Tae Flutus is & satire upon the mercenary motives and aime of
people in general ; and the plot is 80 contrived as to show what &
ridiculous chaos and collapse of all social relations, including even
religion, would be brought about by o new distribution of wealth,

The play is the shortest and stighteat of Aristophanes’ comedies,
is devoid of politicel satire, and even contains traces (such as are
pot found elsewhere in the poet) of slovenly writing, But the
exuberance of humonr for which he is 80 remarkeble is nowhere
more apparent.  The plot ie as follows —

CraEMyLUs, an Athenian farmer, himeelf poor but honest, sees
everybody arcund him getting easily rich by means of all kinds of
fraud and rescality. So he takes his slave Camio, and goes a
journey to Delphi. There ha consults the oracls whether he shall
bring wp hie sor in honest ways, which seem so unprofitable, or
whether he shall have him instrocted in all the knavish arts by
which men acquire riches. The god tells him to follow whomsoever
he firat meats when he leaves the templs. This proves to be a
blind old man. After CamEmyrve has followed him about for
some time, CARIe, on inquiry, finds that he is Proroe.  They then
take him to the temple of Ascrermos (the god of Healing) and cure
bim of his blindness. Pouros instantly readjusts the distribution
of wealth; and in the last few scenes some of the absurd comse-
quences are exhibited of this new arrangement,



DRAMATIS PERSONAE.

Xpepthos, & poor Athenion farmer,
Tu) Xpeuihou, his wife,

Eapluw, their slave,

Bheritinuos, a friend of Chremylus,
Mhoires, the god of Wealth,
Mevia, the goddess of Poverty.
Tpaiig, 80 old woman.

Nemwlas, & youth.

T

"Lepeiy Aude, the priest of Heus
Kdpos dypoicws, choras of mstics.

The sceneis at Athens, about the year 338 5.0, that is, just befora
the peace of Antaloidas.



BOENE 1.

The front of CHEEMYLUS howde,

Enter from the side Pruros, Bind, and in the shabbiest possible
dress, [eading the way slowly. Following close wpom him comes
Canremyrus, and fhen Canto.  As they get opposite the howse Cagkio
turns to the spectutors, and says ;

KA. "Qs dpyakéoy mparyp' éotiv, i Zed xal feor,
Boiihav ryevéafas wapadpovelvros Seamorov.
fiv yap ta Bédrial o Oepdmay MEas Tixm,
doky 8¢ un Bpav Talima TR KexTHMéY,
peTéyew avdyrn Tov Bepdmovra Téy Kaxoy, 5
Tob owpartos yip otk éd Tov kiploy

[pointing to himself]
kparely 6 Saluwy, dhd Tov éopnuévoy.
[pointing to CHEEMYLDY]
wai Tatra uév By Taira. T 8¢ Aokia,
[in trugic style]
b Beomipdel Tpimoebos éx ypuanhdTov,
pepriv Burainy péudopas TavTyw, dre 10

laTpos dw ral pderis, w5 daow, dodos,
peharyyohawr’ dmemeuné pov Tov SeamoTny,
baris axohovllel karomw dvfpamov Tudhad,
Totvavriov Spiw 9) mpoofix' alr@ moueiv.

oi yap Fhémovres Tols Tudhols Tryodpefar B
olros &' dwohoulel, kdpk mpoaPualETan,
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ka2l TadT dmorpvopévoy To Tapdmay odbe ypi.
[turndng to his master]

gyt pédvy olw otw éot’ Bwws auyioouai,

v py ppdons, § v e drohovBobudy ore,

@ &éomor’, dAMd got wapefw wpayuaTa.

ob ydp pe TumTioes arédavoy Eyortd rye.

20

pa A, ad\' ddedaw Tov oTédavow, iy Numfs Ti pe,

e pdddoy dahyiis.

[considently] Afjpos’ ob yap waboopa
wpiv dv Ppdoys poti, Tis wor' éoTiv olrood
elvovs yap aw ot muwlldvopat wavw odidpa.
@)’ off oe pinfray TV uddy yap olkerdy
[clapping him on the Back)

ioTeTarTor fryotuel o, Kai—henTioTaTow,
éyi BeoceBys rai Sivaws dv dmp

xaxtyy EmparToy Kai Tévns Ny

[ruefully] oléa Tot.
érepos & émhatrouw, iepdavhar, pritopes

eai oukodderas, xal mormpol.

[Rnowingly] weiffouas.
émepnoopevos ol gyouny s Tor Beow,

Tov éudv pév adrod Tol TalmiTopoy Tyeboy
7o vopilwy éxterofebofar Biov,

Tov-& vicw, Gomep by poves wot Tuyydvel,
wevadpevos € yph peraSBalovra Tols Tpomovs
elvas wavobpyoy, dbuco, tyiés pnde &,

ws 7o Biw Tl alre vouloas cupdéperr.
[Bombastically]
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i &fjra Poi3os Ehaker éx Tiv cTeppdTwY ;
wevaen,  capws yap o Oeos elré pow Tobl
oTe Fvvarrjoaius wpaTor éEwwp,

dcéhevae Tolrou pny pelliecfal ' Ere,
meifewy &' épavrg Evvaxohovbelv olxade.
xal T¢ Evvavrds éijra wpdry |

[puinting to PLUTUS] TovTl,

el ol Evving iy émlvoway Tov feods,

. ppalovoar B oxawTaré aoi capéoraTa,

dgKely TOV VidY TOV ETiy@pLov TROTOV ;
T TOUTO KpiveEls ;

Sihov 0T xai TudgG
yrivac Soxel Toll', w5 odélp’ doTi cupdépor
0 pmdéy daxely tyws dv Td viv ypove.
ot Eall Gmaw 0 ypnouos es Tobro pétres,
&M\ els Frepov Te peilon. W & fpiv dpdoy,
baris wor daTiy, eUToai, xal Tol ydpiv,
kai Toi} Sedpevos fAle pera vy evbadl,
mwuboiped av Tov ypyopoy Huwy & Ti voel.

[in o threatendng voive fo Prorus, and shaking has fsf]
drye &1, mpérepoy av cavrov, boTis €, dpdoor,
) Tdwi TovTois Bpd.  Aéyew yph Tayy mwdpy,
[eurtly] vy pév oipwlew Aéyo sor
[to CunzMyLus, prefending not fo undersfand)

pavBives,
bs dmaiv elva ;
[to Carwo] ol Aéyer TabT , obi Euol.
araiis yap atrol kal yakewds écmuvbdver.
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