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PREFACE.

—r—a

In nearly all of the recent works of this nature, appearing
in America, the subjects dealt with have been confined, more
or less, to those plants that can be and are cultivated by
commercial florists for profit, or by those who own censerva-
tories. And while the present bookincludes all this class of in-
formationit hasa far wider scope treating, as it does, onthe care
and management of a diversity of plants not teuched upon by
other writers, all equally necessary in the adornment of our
gardens and homes and, for this purpose, as beautiful and inter-
esting as those that generally receive the greatest attention from
authors of most horticultural works. LDiivested of superfluous
verbiage, and shorn of perplexing technicalities which tend to
confuse, the cultural directions here given can be easily and
successfully followed, the results contributing to the perfect
enjoyment of **the purest of human pleasures,” by some, and
affording to others a lucrative occupation.

What | have given here are teachings pleaned and sifted
from the experience of many years’ work as a gardener and
florist. The methods described are such as have been success-
fully practiced by me and can be safely relied on as up-to-date
and thoroughly applicable to American conditions and require-

ments. E“;L'ja ‘;



While the notes have been made short, they will, never-
theless, in most cases, cover the essential points in the
methods of raising and caring for the plants named, and be
understood by the average reader as easily as if they had
been dealt with in longer articles. Hitherto, the information
available on the subjects treated upon has, for the most part,
been widely scattered in numerous magazines and books,
many of which are expensive; and it is often found necessary
to search through a mass of technical details in order to find
the required information. It is to be hoped that the present
volume will, in great measure, reduce the difficulties referred
to, and render the art of plant cultivation profitable and enjoy-
able to the many whose tastes are horticultural.

GEORGE W. OLIVER.
Washington, July, 1900,
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Stove and Greenhouse Plants.

ABUTILON=Several of the varietles having ornamental inliage, such
a8 A. Darwini tesselotum, A, Bellonfamuom marmoratom, A, vesiariom
and Eelipee, are good bedding planta,  The lust two are geeful for viess
and boxes.  All of them have thelenves blotched with yellow, Houventr
de Bonp and Savitzil are variegated with white. Cuttings are pooted in
the Fall, or may be token inenrly Speing feom Hiced andeat boack plants,
The varietics grown for their fowers are numercus;, the colors arepluk,
risd, white and yellow. They are everblooming,

ACACIA—=eeidlings of Acnclag are not to be recommended for small
fowering plants, on aceaunt of thetr lanky growth. Notooly are plants
from cuttings most loriferons, bt they are eazler traiuned vo any desired
ghape. They shonlid be taken from the hali-ripened shootz during the
matth of June, A peatty soll mixed with Lhell sand ghonld be usedl, as
the roots will take novrishment from i1 immediately they are formed,
Make the cuttings with & sharp kulfe and take off the leaves from the
part which iz to go in the soil with o small pair of shareg gelsors, The
pots for rooting the cottings in shonld be prepared carefully—rough
erocks in the hottom and finer above, ot they are flled vo within two
inches of the rim.  The remaining spaee ehould be Glled with finely sifted
peat and gand in eqoal parts topped off with pore samd.  Dibbke o the
cottinga to the depth of about an ioch and not too crowded,  They
muet be kept “elose " during the operation of pootiog, and as ool na
posgilile, The pots, which may be pluonged in saml, stioonkd be covered
with a movable glazs structure. A good plan ig to have two sets of
those haud-light or bell-glasees, nod insfend of wiping the molstore
from them daily, remove the wet ones god slip over them those wiich
are dry. After the first waterlng the enttings will take but Nethe more
during the proeess of rooting: when they dorequlee it the Tolinge should
e allowsd to dry before potting boack the covers. Acacia Riceaoan is
perhaps the finest grecnbouse species for very lnege plants. A, pubes-
eons, A, Drammomdi and A, paradoxa ace all good grecnboose specles,
Aowering well on moderate-gized gpecimens. Sandy loam, to which o
goodly quantity of Teal soil or peot is added, will Bult them.  Firm rst-
ting and good droinage are necessary.  Ulunge the plants outalde dur-
ing Summer, and give Bberal supplies of water when the plants are well
eatalilished.

ACALYPHA HISPIDA-T.arge plants In pota are epeedily prodeeed by
peing & goodly quantity of bone meal in the goil, Grow oo kigh tem-
perature. I tall plants are wanted, keep nipping owt the flower spikes
as they appearin the axie of the leaves, When the plant reduclies thi
desired height nip out the eude of the shoots; this will canae hraoehiog.

ATQAPANTHUS UMBELLATUS—The Afriean bine LAy s o desirable
plant for cool grecnbonses, and pridamental efther 1o op oot of Lloom,
In general appearnnce it resembles the Luantophyliom, but tlie flowers

PROFERTY LIRKAKY
L C Steie Codlo-.



