ANCIENT MINERALOGY: OR, AN
INQUIRY RESPECTING MINERAL
SUBSTANCES MENTIONED BY
THE ANCIENTS: WITH OCCASIONAL
REMARKS ON THE USES TO WHICH THEY
WERE APPLIED



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649053124

Ancient Mineralogy: Or, an Inquiry Respecting Mineral Substances Mentioned by the
Ancients: With Occasional Remarks on the Uses to Which They Were Applied by N. F. Moore

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



N. F. MOORE

ANCIENT MINERALOGY: OR, AN
INQUIRY RESPECTING MINERAL
SUBSTANCES MENTIONED BY
THE ANCIENTS: WITH OCCASIONAL
REMARKS ON THE USES TO WHICH THEY
WERE APPLIED

ﬁTrieste






ANCIENT MINERALOGY ;
P o,
AN INQUIEY REESPECTING

' MINERAL SUBSTANCES

MNENTIONED BY

' THE ANCIENTS:

WITH OCCABIONAL REMARKS
on

THE UBES TO WHICE TEEY WERE APPLIED.

By N. F. MOORE, LL.D.

Secony Eoltion.
e 2 W R ARG R, 4 = : 3
. L . i
ho e e R S S o0 e TN I. H

XKEW YORK:

HARPER &« BEROTHERS, PUBLISHERE,
FRANELIH EQUAEE

| 1859.
£+



211285

Entersd, esconding by Act of Copgreen, In the year ons thousand elght
hundred and #ity-nine, by

HARFER & BROTHERS,

fn ko Clork's Office of the Dystrich Coart of the Bouthern THstrict of
Hew York.




]

PREFACE T0 THE FIRST EDITION.

Tag author is aware that in venturing upo
a scientific theme he transcends the limita o
his provinece, but he relies for indulgence o
the fact that his subject is considered chiefl
in the light in which it presents itself in th
writings of those ancients whom it is his prope
business to interpret.* It is, moreover, poasi

_ ble for one who makes no pretension to origina

discovery—who, far from being a proficient, i
himself o learner, to colleet from various quar
ters, and arrange, what may contribute to th
entertainment or instruction of others wh
want leisure or opportunity for similar pursuits
And if in the performance of this task he occa
sionally fail, he may reasonably hope to find i
those whom superior knowledge qualifiea to aic

* The suthor was professor of the Greek and Latin lan
guages in Columbia Collegs at that time,
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him, not severe censord, but indulgent friends.
As such, then, does the anthor look to the learn-
ed and scientifie, for benevolent suggestions,
that may enable him, perhaps, at some future
time, to render this, now very imperfect essay,
somewhat less unworthy their regard.



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

AFTER an interval of four-and-twenty years
is brought out this second edition of “ Ancient
Mineralogy,” not because the author thinks
there iz any call for it, but chiefly with a view
to his own personal gratification; that he may
enjoy the eatisfaction it will afford him to leave
his little work in a somewhat more comely and
creditable shape. He is aware that the mass
of readers will care little about the shape in
which a work of this sort, wherein they can
feel so little interest, may appear; but, though
conscious of its many imperfections, and how
little he has accomplished of the much that
might be done in the direction he has followed,
he will not despair of his book'’s finding, in a
certain class of readers, a considerable number
to whom it will be acceptable: to them he would
recommend it, humbly hoping that they’will
read it with the indulgence it requires,






ANCIENT MINERALOGY.-"

OxE who professes his intention to tma,tof"

Ancient Mineralogy may well anticipate some-+*
objection to the term, and that it will perhaps -4

be asked, © What iz meant by Anclent Mineral-
ogy 7 Mineralogy is a seience with which the
ancients were wholly unscquainted.” And cer-
tainly they were so, if we understand—what
the term now implies—a well-digested classifi-
cation and systematic arrangement of all known
pubstancea that compose the mineral world,
But, in regard a8 well to Mineralogy as to Bot-
any, Chemistry, and other branches of Natural
Science, it will hardly be denied that the an-
cients possessed much and various information ;
although, on the other hand, it may be granted
that they had little sefence, nccording to the
modern acceptation of the term, Aristotle
was a good zoologist, and Theophrastus a good
botanist and mineralogist, notwithstanding
their ignorance of modern aystems; and they



