BLACKWOODS' EDUCATIONAL
SERIES. FIFTH GEOGRAPHICAL
READER, STANDARD VI: ASIA,

AFRICA, AMERICA, AND
OCEANIA



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649584123

Blackwoods' Educational Series. Fifth Geographical Reader, Standard VI: Asia, Africa, America,
and Oceania by Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

BLACKWOODS' EDUCATIONAL
SERIES. FIFTH GEOGRAPHICAL
READER, STANDARD VI: ASIA,

AFRICA,
AMERICA, AND OCEANIA

ﬁTrieste






Blackwoods' Educationa! Series
EmTEn B PROFESSOR MEIKLEJOHN

FIFTH
GEOGRAPHICAL READER

STANDARD VL

ASTA, AFRICA, AMERICA,
AND OCEANIA

LONDON AND EDINBURGH

WILLIAM BLACEWOOD AND SONB
1884

‘U:HT j— b0 *



CONTENTS.

{The poetical pinces ara Indlested in fabics.)

THEHH WORBLD. atE
LTheWorM,L . . . . . . & &« & & = . B
2 TheWorld, I1.. ., . . . .+ « « &« .« - « B8
8 The World, ITI. P T R T TR L O (N L R A | |
4 {limate, T, L T S 1 A " S (1 O Tt ' |
8. Climnata, IT P R - N O S e |
£. Interchangs of Pmdmt.u P T T T |
ABIA,
7. Ganersl View . . R O n
. Bizg, Bhapa, and Guu-t—lim o I @ 5 & . 35
B. The Baild of Asks . . o
1, Mountain ranges und Huunhln palh o . u
Tha Himaleyer . O T W . . By
11, Hivers and Takens, I P Fn em g . ]
12, Rivers and Iakes 11, . . P wr o § Y ]
13 Clivats and Productions , L . 43
14 Flants, Anjmeln, and Pmp]a o R - (1]
16, Todls, I. . . . e S S 53
16 Indla, TT. = o4 4§ oWy W 4 W Ua 58
17, Inills, III. 2 P - S S - L]
1 Indla, IF. . .+ . + o« . e . B
10 Indis, ¥. . . . . ' . . . -}
20, Rusala [n Anka, aod wrmun PO T P |
1. Tarkay in Asin . . T % Th
28 Ambis and Parsls 4 P A e E i)
3. Afghanistan and Bomumn ¥ W e h N o L
24, China, I. ' . i A = . - A
25 Ohinm, IL. . . =+ & & & 0 . M
26, Japan ™
27, Croesing & I-luuuluau ﬂ!.m:mr i
28. A Chinese Crowd . ' . 10z

FIFQ. R



iv

?ﬁ?ﬂfﬂﬁ?

SEER

48,
ol
45,

A

47
4,
.

2E

EESZEEES

o0

mmlﬁhes.ﬂlmtb.mdhnrh i
The Whirhcind tm the Dewers ., . .
mmrlu.rgﬁutu F
msmhumwuwm&m
Britink Bouth Afrles, I, .

Britigh Bouth Afries, T, . + .
Eaatern Afrien . .o
mlﬂaﬂmhmmdhr 5
March to the Bea o

NORTH AMBERIOCA,
Qeaneral View . . f .

. Coast-line, 1slands, a.ndmhta

Baild .

. mntn!lm, Tnhla-hndl. nnd P‘h].m

The Prairies . , . .
Riversmod Lakea . . S .
CHmato mnd Produetions . .

The United Biates e |
Ths Eausas Emigranss {4
‘The (Arentent Btates In the 'L'nll:m. I. T
The Blee and dhe roy

. The Grestest, Blatea fo the Doloo, 11,

Mexieo and Central America . '
Then Weat Indles . . -
The Volley of the Fromacri il ouh ‘

The Red Man and the Boffile .
Among the Rocky Mountains .

BOUTH AMERIOA.

Fhape, Foaltion, and Bulld . q
Rivers, Flains, ol Lakes . -
Climate, Produotions, and :ilinsﬂ-h

Politieal THvlaions, I, . .
Palitical Diviabons, TI. . v .
The Swinging Bridgs of the .&pwhm

The Rapide snd Qorge of Tookind .

Oepanin, [ A . . . 4

Oeesbe, . .+ .«

Coral Jafands . . .

P

104
111
113
120
bl
184
128
133
4
140
143
150

150
14
187
m
173
157
180
188
188
189
1M
198
108

oA
==
-

SERERS

EBE




FIFTH
GEOGRAPHICAL READER.

L—THE WORLD—L

L Bhape and Bize.—The world on which we live is
ona of the heavenly bodies called Planets, which revolve
round the sun, sod receive from it the light and heat
which are neceasary to life. Our earth is a little emaller
than the planet Venus, which is often seen shining
brightly in our evening sky, and nearly twice as large as
the red planct Mers, . . Tt is not exactly a sphere. Ibis
slightly flattened at the poles, and it bulges out a littls at
the equator. Hence it {s that, of ita two diameters, one is
longer than the other: the equatorial diameter being $7
miles longer than the polar. A body that is oot exsotly
a sphere is called a mpheroid; snd the earth on which
wa live is therefore a sphercid. . . Its polar diameter
meaaures 7398 miles; and ite largest circumference—that
is, the circumference at the equator — measures 24,5356
miles,

2. The Burface of the Barth—The area of the globe
on which we live smounts to 197 millions of square miles,
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Of this amount 61} millions are covered by land; and
145} by water. There is, therefore, only one square
mile of land to three of water; vr three acres of water fo
one acre of land. . . If, again, we look at the two hemi-
spheres — the northern and the southern — we shall find
that the Northern Hemisphere comtains 38 millions of
square miles of land to 60} of water; while the Southemn
Hemisphere hag only 133 milkions of square miles of land
to 80 of water. We see from this that the large masses
of land lie almost entirely in the Northern Hemisphere,
If we take Antipodes Island as a centre, and draw & circle
round half the globe, we shall find that we have marked
out & Water Hemiaphere; if we take Falmouth as a
centre, and draw a circle roumd half the globe, we shall
find that we have deseribed & Land Hemisphore. Henca
we may say, speaking broadly, that Great Britain stands
at the centre of all the land in the world, and New
Zealand at the centre of all the water

3. The Continents.—The land on the surface of the
globe is generally divided into eix continents—three in
the 0ld World, or Eastern Hemisphere, and two in the
New World, or Weatern Hemisphere, Lying outaide and
away from these masses of land is * the island eontinent ”
of Auvatralis, The continents in the Old World are Asia,
Africa, and Europe; in the New World, North America
and South Americs. Of all the continenta on the giobe,
Asia is the largest, and Australia the smallest, Asin is
nearly five times larger than Europe; and North America
is more than twice a8 large. Afries i nearly thres times
a8 large s Europe, and about four times ss large as
Australia. South America {8 not quite double the size
of Europe,

4. The Bhapes of the Uontinents.— Africa is the moat
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simple in form of all the continenta. Europe, on the con-
trary, is the most varied in its outline, While Africa is
a compact mass, Europa is brokon up on the north, the
south, and the west, and sende out long peninsular limba
into the sea, recaiving ab the same time long arme of the
ses into the land. South America comes next to Adrica
in simplicity of shape and shorkness of coastline, . .
Of all the continents, Europe haa by far the longest coast-
line in proportion to ite size, North America comes next
to Europe. Eurcpe has one mile of cosst for every 170
square miles of surface ; North America, one mile of coast
for every 260 square milan Australin has the shortest
coast-line of all ; and Africa cotes next to Australia in
poverty of outline.

5. The Line of Practore.—The land-massea of the
world are crowded together sround the North FPole. But
the separation between each mass of land is worthy of
special note. Let ua begin ab the separation between North
America and Asia, which is called Behring Steait. I
we take Behring Strait as a centre, and the distance be-
tween it and the Btmit of Gibraltar as a radius, we shall
discover some very remarkable facts. Our cirele will not
only cut the Strait of Gibmltar, bot the Isthmus of
Panama; and it will dnefuds the whole maasses of three
continents—Europe, Asia, and North America—while it
excludes the whole of Bouth America, Africa, and Aus-
tralia.

6. Oreat Rivers at Right Anglee—Ti is ancther
remerkable fact that, if we look at the two largest
rivers of each continent, we shall find that they flow
at right angles to each other. Thus, in Europe, we find
the Rhine and Danube forming & right angle ; in Africs,
the Nile and the Comgo; in North America, the 5t
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Lawrence and the Mississippi; and, In South Ameries,
the Amarzon and the great system of the La Plata. This
is also the case in Asla, though the rectangular flow is
not so apparent ; for we have the three great rivers of
the Siberian Plain flowing to the north, while the two
great vers of China flow to the east,

oom-paot’, with s parts very olose to beeak. Hencn also refrast, ros-
together, Fiom, ete)
frac'-fare, treak.  (From L, frongirs,

1. Flaneta. (From Gr, plorétes, s wanderer.) The plancks were callnd wan-
dering sara, to datingniah them from the Oxed slars.

2. Antiplides, feet to fest. (G, mati, opposite ; pows, podos, o foot.)

2—THE WORLD,—IIL.

1. The Heighta of the Continents.—How high do the
continents etand out above the level of the seal Some
are very high, and some low, The highest of all is Asia,
because it possosses the highest and largest table-lands,
and the highest mountaine If the whole of the moun-
tains and table-lands of Asia were Iovelled down and
spread over the surface of the whole continent, the mean
height of that continent would be 2264 feet. Next to
Asin comes South America, which, with the enormous
heights of the Andes, gives to the continent a very high
mean elevation. Europe is the lowest of all, and ita mean
height is only 1342 feet. This is due o the fact that
Europe has no very high mnges of mountains, and no very
extensive table-lands ; most of it iz plain, and, indeed,
low plain. E



