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PREFACE,

WHENI'uiIWu&m:tm receatly. 1 took a

stroll arcend tows, mmd affcr ac host's milk
T came to the Capitol. ALl roads lad 1o Home, don't
you kaow. T wan shown throwgh (the Capitol, of
course, not Bome), and everything was cxplained to
se in 4 very nico way. Thes my poide touok me over
o the Compresaioss] Litrary— maguificont bailding,
the tressary of omx bniswork. Wasdering throagh
the beilding and sdmiving the differens departoeats,
I moticed » doof witha sign “Dead Lotber Ofice " As
T conld nci makc out what wech mign of mch olice
meant, T went bn wnd wsked of & wery old and very
kind gentleman (he mant heve beca the sexion of that
uchl dnstitation) to cxpluin whet was the rceson of
the ecxwinteace of such an ofice. The very ofd asd very
kind goatlcamca told me $hat the oficc is wkind of
& cemetery fot all the dead letters—that is, the lotters
which woic wiongly sddresscd ot othciwise did aot
teach their destination—and & showed s aromad the
many Toems of the cmeteiy—I mexn, dopartmests.
Evcrywhere piles, heagn, modataios of dead Leticm.
and | conld wothelp thinking: ““What u [oss of cacrgy



md time in writisg thess fettens.””  Soddesiy [ mw
in en obscure commer alarge pancel with the inscription:
‘Cotreapondence between Mosieal celebritics.' |
will tell the troth, that I was tempted, aad aoticing
that the very old ead very Had peatlemen wis [ocking
the other way, [ sasiched the parcel sad put it wader
oy ovefcost. In the train, on the way to Now York,
I tead throwgh the cortespondence 1nd thisking that it
might do somc good, 1 decided to pablisk 3. Bet m
[ o sxd always was, of prettnded fo be, im hoest
sus, | pot the title in the ollowing way: “STOLEN |
CORRESPONDENCE” from the *Dead Letier
Ofice,” a5 the ¢ wan, withowt witributiag to myslf
the hoaor Eelonging to THE AUTHOR.
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DALTON BLUTKOPFF

]
JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH
- o

My Dear Old Boy:

How are you, Sebastian? You must be
getting old. Let me s=e, you were bomn in
1688, and now we are in 19001, Well, you mist
be about two huendred and sixtesn years old.
That iz quite an age, ian't it7 I hope, when
I am 25 old as you are, I shall have & ntame
like wours.

Between ws, I can't meke out why you
should bave such a name. Is it throogh your
masses, fuguss, eounterpoint or plano pieces,
that you got it# Yon write very uncomfort-
ably for the piano; it is too difSenlt. I never
took your writings as a model ; it wonld never
pay. For my model in harmony and pilamo
technigne, 1 took the “Maides’s Frayer,” and
¥ am quite successful here as a composer.

Mot long ago I wrote a song, by Dame
“Penny Dearer,” It has been sung by the
great, but not over-great, baritone, actor and
lecturer, Hispham. Of conrse, I made him
great.  Oh, you should hear that song. It is

b



8 dream. not a song. Some people say i Is
taken from our patrlotic song, "Whea Johnay
Comes Marching Home™ Well, T'll e}l yon,
after 1 composed this song, the resemblance
striuck me, too] but does it not happen that
the rame great compositions are written by
different composera? In fact, all the new
operas remind uz of the pld anes. Don't
they?

I have also composed an oratorio, “Vanilla
Tedium." Some profans jester made a joke
on it, by calling it *Vanilla 1 scream;” isn't
that foolish? Speaking Frankly, and with
some medesty, Sebastian, the workmanchip
of this oratorio sorpasses yours in  the
B-minor mazs. 1 simply took Stvith's five fin-
ger exercises for the “angcds” theme: Do, re,
mi, fa, sol; sol, fo, wmi, re, do. Fow does it
strike you, Sebastian? Sao sitnple and so
grand. I forgot to tell you that T have also
tried myzelf in the operatic field. I have com-
posed an apera, entitled, "“The Yellow Fool™
or “"The Scarlet Satchel™; quite an original
name, you most ddmit? Well, well, I must
tell you, without pride, it is a "chef o' oenore”
Everybody says it is. You ean ask my
brother Franz. The operz was produced by
€y own opeta company: and it mades a sensa-
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