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PREFACE.

THE compiler requeats of his brother officials & favourable pernsal of
these pages. Their contents bave been obtained from varions sources
during his official ¢areer, and are now given to the Barvice in the hope
that—whilst they do not disclose any State secret—the information
they impart will interest and entertain, and also throw some light on
the early history of the Bervice.

Every endeavour bas been made to ascertain what salaries were puid
to the Excise officiale on the establishment of this Hevenune, bub with
little enpcess, although search has been made at Somerset Honse for
the information desired; but it appears that mo documents om the
subject are in existence, and the old * Daily Minute Books ™ make no
mention of aalaries.

The articles on the Establishment of the Excise, onSalaries, Superan-
nuation, Weighta and Measures, &o., containing much useful informa-
tiom, will, it i hoped, be foumd secceptable to the SBervice; whilst the
quaint old General Letters, Extracts from Acts of Parliament, and from
Mr. Talbot's report on his survey and imspection of the Salt Duties in
Wales, will furnish both mformation and entertainment ; the latter
affords some information respecting the salaries paid to the officers
under the Salt Board, and to certain Customs' officera at that date,

The firet introduction of the BExcise was so unpopular and brought
so much odium upon all officials engaged in charging and col-
lecting the duties that although two centuries bave passed away
gince its establishment the prejudice is not yet extinct, But the
Excise Lawe do not appear at first to have been the subject of such
general reprobation as when they were extended in the reign of Queen
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Anne, and again by Sir Robert Walpole, and this feeling was further
augmented by the seuwrrilous definitions of the words “ Excise” and
“ Ercigeman " given by Dr. Johnson—before he became o * State
Penaioner "—and by other writers, not omitting the ganger Burna. Tt
is now heppily fast fading: indeed this should be so when the varied
nature of the doties mnd respomeibilities of the officials are calmly
congidered. “ Your honourahle and useful profession,” wrote the
Earl of Buchun to Burns ; and may we not ask in the words of & more
recent writer, that * when a word of disparagement to his ithe officer’s)
* profeesion i thoughtlessly about Lo be spoken, let it be guickly
* called to mind that, between the subject and the State, he holds an
“ office of heavy respousibility, that be wrong not the one mor over-
“ charge the other; and that by the duoties which he assesses,
* the Crown, in the exercise of its integrity and power, in supported,
“ the wheels of Government kept in motion, and the judges—those
“ drend orucles of the law—are paid to minister, with even hand, the
“ decrees of justice to the nation.”
R.E.

PORTSMOUTH, Fuly, 1877
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