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E fee on our fhelves, in handfome Volumes,
: the Works of old Authors who lived and
wrote before the invention of printing ; but how
few of us afk ourfelves the queftions, Where are
the originals of which thefe books are the copies ?

And what authority have we for the genuinenefs
of the text? Take, for inftance, the Classic
Authors of Greece and Rome, As might be
expedted, from the perifhable nature of fuch
materials as parchment and paper, not more
than a few fragments of manulcripts which are
older than the Chriftian era now furvive, If,
then, the originals of thefe works are loft, what
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guara.nt;c have we for the genuinenefs of the
printed copies in our libraties? So imprefled
was the Abbé Hardouin, born in 1646, with
this difficulty, that he gravely propounded the
theory that the fo-called works of the claffic
writers of Greece and Rome were nothing but
forgeries of the monks—juft as Chatterton tried
to pafs off his own writings as the poems of
Rowley; which he pretended to have found in
fome old manuferipts in a cheft which I have
feen in the tower of the Church of St. Mary’s
Redcliffe, at Briftol. The Abbé affe®ed to
believe that the f{o-called ancient claflics had
been compofed in the thirteenth century, by the
help of the remains of Cicero and Pliny, the
Georgics of Virgil, and the Satires and Epittles
of Horace, which he declared were the uni}r
relics of antiquity that had come down to
that pericd.* He attributed the Aneid to a

® In an cpitaph written upon the AbLE, by Vemet, of
Geneva, he is called «
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Beneditine Monk, who withed to deferibe in
an allegory, the journey of St. Peter to Rome,
It is, indeed, difficult to believe that this was
not a literary joke; but the Abbé feems to have
been thoroughly in earneft, and if fo, it appears
not to have ftruck him that there is fuch a thing
as internal evidence and moral impoffibility.
The idea of medizzval monks being able to
compofe the works of Homer and of Plato;
of Cicero and of Virgil ; does not deferve repeti-
tion, We fhall, by-and-by, fee how in reality
it was that long after the revival of letters
many of the ancient manufcripts, containing the
writings of the claflics, were recovered or re-
ftored ; but it muit be borne in mind that even
thofe ancient documents are not the originals,

but only copies of fome one or more manufcripts

Venerandae antiquitatis caltor et depredator.
Scepticum pib egit,
Credulitate puer,
Audacii jurenis,
Delirits senex,
Vecbo dicam, bic jacet Harduinus.
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now utterly and for ever loft to mankind. I
fay “fome one’ or more manufcripts,” for con-
fider what mufl have happened when a man fet
down to write a book before the invention of
printing. Let us fuppofe him to have lived
in the time of Auguftus, and to have been a
Poet or an Hiftorian. He would commit his
thoughts either to a waxen tablet or to a papyrus
or parchment roll, and this would fri®ly and
properly be the only original. But clever flaves
were kept as fcribes, whofe fole bufinefs it was
to multiply copies of their mafter’s works, and
fo far as this was done, under his fupervifion,
fuch copies may fairly be confidered entitled to
rank as originals. But none of thefe exift now,
they have all difappeared, fwallowed up in the
gulf of time—and fpeaking loofely, but with
fufficient accuracy for our prefent purpofe, we
may aflume that the oldeft MS., containing the
fuppofed poems or hiftory, is not earlier than
the fixth century,—that is to fay, there is a gap
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of 500 years between their firft appearance in the
world and their appearance to us in the thape
of 2 MS., which, however clean and frefh and
bright when originally written twelve centuries
ago, is now dirty and dufty and worm-eaten,
and very probably mutilated and torn.

But next comes the queftion: As we are not
likely to adopt the Abbé Hardouin’s theory, and
affume that the work in queftion was the forgery
of a clever monk, we afk, What was the original
which the writer had before him when he made
the copy, and what has becomeof it? As to the
latter part of the queftion I fear we muft anfwer
it by faying that it has become duft and athes—
either wilfully or accidentally deftroyed or
crumbled into nothingnefs by the flow procefs
of decay. Nor can we in moft cafes even guefs
what the identical MS, was of which our exiffing
MS. is a copy. By this I mean that unlefs the
writer has happened to furnith the information,
which is, I believe, very feldom, we cannot tell
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