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Produced at the Aldwych Theatre, London, on
October 14, 1908, with the following cast:—

CHARACTERS
FANNY..... wensrmessarnansrsinnsssses- ity Fonny Ward
Verxoy WerHERELL, Loro BANTOCK,....Mr. Leslie Faber
(Her Husband)

MARTIN BENNET....couvnvennnnno.. Mr. Chas. Cortwright

(Her Butler)

SUSARNAE BENNET......oovvieeeiansMiss Kate Phillips
{Her Housekeeper)

TANE BENKET...coevvveaeanensaneoon. . Miss Alma Murray
{(Her Maid)
ERNEST BENNET. ....covrvrarvasrrarssrannnn Mr. Benedict
(Her Second Footman)
Howonra BENNET....... cesnnnanens. . Mige Mabel Garden
(Her Still-room Maid)
Miss Adela Measor
Tame Misses WETHERELL......... {M:‘H Cerlotta Addison
(Her Aunts by Marriage)
DR, FREEMANTLE. v vemvnnrarrenres o Mr. Chas, Sugden
(Her Local Medical Man)

“Orn EMPIRE"—
ENGLAND. . vpsvssnnnees ) [ Miss Esme Beringer
SOOTLAND, vvvrsneennnns § Miss Fean Harkness
THELAND. . 0uvvannnnns v | 'E | Miss Barbora Vizian
WWALES, ..vvnnsnnnnees & E. Miss Lydia Flopp
EAMADK o iihviinana s § Miss Margoret Hastings
AUSTRALIA. s vvvrrnnvren L 5 Miss Miviam Miner
NEW ZEALAND. covveuss = Miss Vera Beringer
AFRICA. . cniinranrnsne ] Miss May Sirvaker
TOA it ca i vl in Cgl Miss Marion Ashiey
NEWFOUNDLAND. o vvau s v | Miss Patsy McCullock
MaLAY ARCHIPELAGO... :i:u Miss Stewart Dowwson
StrAITS SETTLEMENTS.s | Miss Daisy Markham

GEoRge P, NEWTE. ... .ocvuriivinurvniins M, John W. Dean

(Her Former Business Manager)

The scene takes place in Fanny's boudoir,
Bantock Hall, Rutlandshire.
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“ FANNY AND THE SERVANT
PROBLEM ”

ACT I

ScENE.—Bantock Hall, Rutlandshire, Her boudvir.

A handsome, well-lighted apariment in the south-west
wing of the casile, furnilure and decoralions of the
Lowuss XIV period. A deep bay, lighted by three
highwindows facing the south-west, occupies the right
of the stage. The door at back R. of fireplace leads
to Lord Banfock's aparfmenis. The door in L.
wing leads through her ladyship's dressing-room inio
her ladyship's bedroom. A large Adams fireplacs,
1 whick a cheerful woad fire burns, ocoupries the back
C. Over 4 35 the full lengih poriravi of Constance,
first Lady Bantock, by Hoppmer. The furniture
85 kandsome but simple—French with the exceplion
of a small upright piano. A large desk faces tha
three windows, a round lable befween dt and the fire-
place. A setlee, backed by a screem, is L., af an
angls to the fireplace. Comjoriable chairs are in
plendy. A profusion of early spring flowers decors
ates the room. Electric Iighiing ss from sconces
flaced round the walls,

The TIME 45 sunset of an early spring day. A golden

light fills the room. .

(The rising of the curiain discovers the Two Miss

WETHERELLS—éwo sweet old- ladies who have grown
50 much alike 38 would be difficult for a stranger lo
iell the one from the other. The hatr of both is while,
they are dressed much alike, both in some soft lavender
colowred maiterial, mixed with soff lacse. The French
dlock on the manielpiece sounds in soft musical note
six strokes.)
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Eiper (kidden in the deep bay of the window). Such
a lovely sunset, dear.

[T!EB YDUNGER Miss WETHERELL, Jer back lowards

. &5 arranging flowers on the round

l‘ab.!s R.C. Shelooks round, goes across fo the window,

Her sister comes back a litle sndo the room. Tue Two

OLp LApies stand holding each other's hands, looking
otil.)

Youncer. Beautifull

(A silence. The sun is sireaming full inio the room.)

You—you don't think, dear, that this room—{she
, looks round ifj—may pose&bly be a little fo0 sunny to
uite suit her ?

ELDER (nof af firsi understanding). How, dear, foo
sun—— (She looks and grasps the meaning.) You
mean—youn think that perhaps she—does that sort of
thing ?

Yguncu. Well, dear, one is always given to under-
stand that they do—women—Iladiesof her—profession,

| EipER. It seems tomesowicked ; painting God's
/ “Y%uumm. ‘We mustn’t judge hardly, dear. Be-
i gides, dear, we don't know yet that she does.

Eiper. Perhaps she's young, and hasn't com-
menced it. I fancy it's only the older ones that do it.

YouncEr. He didn't mention her age, I remember,

Eiper. No, dear, but I feel she’s young.

Younger. I do hope she is. We may be able to
mould her,

ErpEr. We must be very sympathetic. One can
accomplish so much with sympathy.

YouncER. We must get to understand her. (4
stdden thought.) Perhaps, dear, we may get to like
her.

Erper (seems doubiful). We might fry, dear.

\ Youncer, For Vernon's sake, The poor boy

seems 50 much in love with her. We must——
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Y {Enizr BESRET L. C. He is the ideal butler)

-
L]

Bewwer. Doctor Freemantle. I have shown him
into the library.

YouNGER. , Bennet, Will you please
tell him that we be down in a few minutes.
Iiust just finish these flowers, (She refurns fo the
fable))

ELpeEr. Why not ask him to come up here. We
could consult him—about the room. He always
knows everything.

YounceR. A good idea. Please ask him, Bennet,
if he would mind coming up to us here,

(BexwET, who has been adlending io the weeds of the
fire, turns bo go.)

Oh, Bennet!

(He siops and durns.)

You will remind Charles to put a footwarmer in the
carriage |
e BENNET, I will see to it myself,

YouNGER (as BEWNET goes onf). Thank you,
Bennet. (T'o her sister.) One's feet are always so
cold after a railway journey.

Erper. TI've been told that, nowadays, they heat
the carriages.

YounGeEr. Ah, it is an age of homry ! Twish T
knew which were her favourite flowers. It is so nice
to be greeted by one's favourite flowers.

ErpER. I feel so sure she loves lilies.

Youncer. And they are soappropriate to a bride,

i

(Enter, announced BeENNET, DR. FREEMANTLE.
He is a dapper little man, clean shaven, with guick
brisk ways. )

Dg.F. (ke shakes hands with the Two OLD LADIES).

Well, and how are we this afternoon ? (He feels the
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fpulse of the YOUNGER.) Steadier. Much steadier ]
(Of the ELpER.) Nervous tension greatly reheved.
YouncER, She has been sleeping much better,
Dr. F. (he 45 standing between them. He pals the
kand of the ErpEr.) Excellent! Excellent |
ELDER. She ate a good breakfast this morning.
Dx. F. (ke pats the hand of the Youncer). Couldn't
have a better sign. (He smiles from one o the other.)
Brain disturbance, caused by futile opposition to
the inevitable, evidently abating, One page Marcus
Aurelius every morning before breakfast, * Adapt
thyself,” says Marcus Aurelius, “ to the things with
which thy lot has been cast. Whatever happens—""
Youncer. You see, doctor, it was all so sudden.
Dr. F. The unexpected | It has a way of taking
us by surprisse—bowling ug over—completely. Till
we pull ourselves together.| Make the best of what
can't be helped like—like brave, sweet gentlewomen,
(He fpresses their hands.)

(They are both wiping away a fear.)

When do you expect them ?

ELper. To-night, by the hali-past eight train. We
had a telegram this morning from Dover.

Dr. F. Um! and thisis to be her room ? (He fakes
#f in.) The noble and remowned Constance, friend
and confidant of the elder Pitt, maker of history,
first Lady Bantock—by Hoppner—always there to
keep an eye on her, remind her of the family tradi-
tions, Brilliant idea, brilliant !

{They are smiling with pleasure.)

Erper. Andyoudon't think—it is what we wanted
to ask you—that there is any fear of her finding it a
little trying—the light. You see, this is an excep-
tionally sunny room.

Youncer. And these actresses—if all one hears s
true——
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{The dy;‘ug sun 1s throwing his last beams across the
room. :

Dr. F. Which, thank God, itisn't. (He seals him-
self in the large easy chair))
(The Two LADIES sit side by side on the seifee.)

I'll tell you just exactly what you've got to expect.
A lady—a few older than the boy himseli—but
still young, Exquisite figure; dressed—perhaps a
trifle too regardless of expense. Hair—maybe just a
shade foo golden. All that can be altered. Features
—piquant, with expressive eyes, the use of which she
probably understands, an almost permanent
smile, displaying an admirably preserved and re-
markably even set of teeth. Buot, above all, clever,
That's our sheet anchor. The woman’s clever,
She will know how to adapt herself to her new
position.

YounGeER (lurning lo her sisler). Yes, she must
be clever to have obtained the position that she has.
(Te the Doctor.) Veérnon says that she was quite the
chief attraction all this winter—in Paris.

Erper. And the French public is so critical.

Dg. F. (drily). Um! [ was thinking rather of her
cleverness in * landing " poor Vernon., The lad's
not a fool. !

ErpEr. We must do her justice. Ithinkshe was
really in love with him.

Dr. F. (still more drily). Very possibly. Most
café chantant singers, I take it, would be—with an
English lord. (He laughs, and seltling himself more
comfortably, lakes in ks hand a vase of flowers, fa
smelling them.)

ErpEr. You see, she didn't know he was a lord.

Dr. F. (sifs wp). Dido't know——?

Younger. No. She married him, thinking him
to be a plain Mr. Wetherell, an artist.

Dr. F. (ke puis back the vase—pushes vt from him).
Where d'ye get all that from ?



