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4 THE ETERNAL LIFE

in the pride of modern science, have
only ridicule, or, at best, indifference,
for every thought of a beyond. All
about us, indeed, we see the men with
a scientific view of the world and the
men with a religious view of the world
in two sharply separated camps. The
scientist may attend church, but his
religion is an empty function ; it does
not penetrate his life, And the church-
man may gain all knowledge, and yet
the scientific view of the world does
not shape hig umverse, [t seems as if
science and religion could no longer
be harmonized. And yet, my friend,
I feel that they belong together: the
deepest truth of science and the most
profound religion are compatible.

It is true 1 am a man of science.
Here in this library it hardly needs to
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be declared. The microscopes at the
desk tell the tale, and every book on
the shelves affirms 1it. It is my pas-
sion and my delight to throw my little
energy into the search for the laws
which control this universe of matter
and the life of the mind. The laws
of the physical and of the psychical
world impress me daly more and
more by their wonderful clearness and
their majestic power. Science does not
mean to me the answer to questions
of curiosity ; it is to me not 2 mass of
disconnected information, but the cer-
tainty that there is no change in this
universe, no motion of an atom, and
no sensation in a consciousness, which
does not come and go absolutely in
accordance with natural laws, — the
certainty that nothing can exist out-

[
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side of the gigantic mechanism of
causes and effects. Necessity moves
the stars in the sky, and necessity
moves the emotions in my mind. No
miracle can break these laws, can push
a single molecule from its path, or
create a sensation in a mind, when the
body does not work, when the brain
no longer functions.

I see by the compression of your
lips, my friend, and the impatient play
of your fingers that T am confessing
just what you suspected. Does not—
I read the question in your face —

(does not all this entail the admission
I'that there is no God and no immor-
tality, that the physical universe is the
whole of reality, and that in the mil-
lions of years to come no mind will ever
awake when once the body is the prey
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" of worms ? But 1 did not say that this
was my last word ; you heard my first
word only. Too many stop here, be-
cause they take the challenge for the
fight, but you and I must go on.
Science! How easily is its great
mission misunderstood ! How often
scored by its opponents for claims
which it does not make, how often
by its own friends pushed forward o
a ground where 1t rmust fail altogether
and disastrously! Teo honor science
means to respect its limitations: sci-
ence 1s not and cannot be, and ought
never to try to be, an expression of
ultimate reality. When sclence secks
to be a philosophy, it not only over-
steps its mghts, but weakens at the
same time its own position. Every-
one who feels a lack of inspiration in



