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PREFACE,

mi—

Tur great importance to every class, of the subject dealt
with in the following pages, commends it to the seriouns and
impartial attention of all thonghtfn] minds,

Tts urgency docs not seem to admit of any loss of time
in the investigation as to its truth. Thess pages are, therefore,
sent out in their homely originality, ae 5 mere tentative
ontling, or & draft, disfignred by dofective srrangement of
matter, tantolopy, and many other imperfections and errors,
which I may on a future occasion endeavour to correcth.

My -object iz mow only to make ort snch a prime foce
cagn ag will entitle it to the attention of the Choreh, and will,
by the importance of the subjact, appesl for an inetant and
forther examination by those whose poaition end spoeial
fitneaa for tho insk give their opinion weight in the eye of
the world ; so that by their confirmation, which it is assomed
will follow the inquiry, the canse of Heligion may be ad vanced,
and pteps may ba taken, withont Ioms of fime, for the miti-
gation of certain impending evils of incredible magnitode.

From any one a word of comment on my cfforts to deal
with this most ahetruee subject will always be weloome. 1f
he agrees with me, it will be a saficfaction to find that I do
nwot remain singular in my conelusions. If he doea not agres,
his etrictures may help to elocidale the trnth, which is the
solo object 1 have in wview, and may draw my attention to
some oversight, for doing which I ahall thankfully acknowledge
his kindness,

EDWARD BEETLESTONE.

67, Bnow Hill, Dudley,
11th November, 1572,
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