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FOREWORD

THE unique characteristic of modem times
— one which gives every indication of being
permanent — is that the world, both personal
and external, is to an apparently increasing
degree in a etate of change. The immense
significance of this fact 1s as yet but dimly
perceived. The new modifies the old or dis-
places it in every department of life without
exception and with increasing rapidity. New
tdeas, new movements, new ways of looking
at things present themselves for attention for
the firast time or call upon pesple to change -
their attitude fowards thinge they had con-
sidered eettled. This stnte of the world ren-
ders the practical problems of personal con-
duet and social policy increasingly vital and
complex, and makes the task of a college in
its relation to them as much more difficult as
an institution is less mobile than an indi-
vidual.

-To pssist Amhberst College, therefore, in
throwing Light in a genuninely scientific spirit
upon the relation of the research, discovery,
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and thought of the day to individual attitude
and social policy i¢ our aim in the founda-
tion of these lectures. Such light may come
through a recent discovery in natural or ap-
plied scienee, through a new tendency in art,
literature, or musie; it may be the result of
some painstaking research in history or an-
thropology; or it may be fourd in some vital
movement, teligiows, philosophie, economie, or
political. It is onr wish that men and women
who are in the position of leaders in sech
phasea of the life of the day shall give to
Amberst Collegra and the world an exposition
of their particolar work in its relation to what
they conesive to be & modern outlook.

We give these lectures tn memory of Wil-
bham Brewster Clark, M.I., who graduated
from Amherst in the olass of 1876. We be-
Lieve that no place for a memorial to him
could be more ftting than the college which
ke loved with a devotion characteristically
rich and eincere, nor any form more suitable
than lectures on subjects which to him would
be most absorbing.

Fawny H. Craeg,
W. Evars Crark.
New Yore Crre, 11 March, 1913,
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