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The Arta pever die. Their principles remain troe for all
time, becanse humanity is slways the same. Howerer ita
costoms and inatitutions may be modified, its intellectas! con-
stitution i unchangad 1—its facully of reasoning, its instincts’
and seosstions procesd from the same source now as they did
iwanty centuries ago. It is meved by the same desires and
\he samo passions, while the varions languages it employs do
but enable it to express in every age the ssme ideas, and o
call for the mtisfaction o the same wanis. —VioLrey-Le-
Due
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PREFATORY NOTE.

English version of the article
e Restauration,” in that valuaple
55| treasury of architectural art and

“ grudition, Viollot-le-Duc’s * Die-
tionnaire Raitonnd de I'Architecture Fran-
gaige,” will, I trust, be acceptable to many
readeras.

In this philosophic Essay, the author has
concisely laid down the essential principles
and oxpedicnts which should guido the archi-
tect when dealing with the time-honmoured
stroctures of his predecessors. We know how
grievouely many buildings strong enough to
survive the lapse of ages suffer throngh neg-
lect, ignorance, or cupidity. Here and there,
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however, remain the relica of some * glorious
work of fine intelligence "—as, for example,
those of our own Tintern, Furness, and Mel-
rose sbbeys—which we would ever willingly
retain as “noble wrecks in rninoma perfec-
tion.” Most of our ancient cathedrals and
churches, baronial-halls and manor-houses, still
continue to be used because admirably adapted
for their several purposcs: sssuredly, then, it
should be the earnest care of our genecration
to hand on these heirlooms in stone to after-
times, in a stale of comaliness and integrity
not inferior to that in which they were left by
their earlier possessors.

By the kind permission of the publishing
firm of Morel and Co., of Paris, I have profixed
to these pages the portrait of M. Viollet-le-Dug,
from the  Dictionnaire,” engraved on steel
by Massard, .

My notice of his works in connection with
the " Historical Monuments of France,” in the |

- “'Times” of August 24th, 1874, having at-

tracted the attention of many whose critioal



