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PREFACE

The embarrassment which resolts from a lack of knowladge of correct
spelling is surely the moat annoyiog. Constant ose and prectice and a pever-
failing watchinlness snd corregtion make good spellers. No one ever became
mch by applying the few rulea which we bave given, bat there must be a care-
ful treiniong of the ear as well as the eye to the ¥ight formation of the word.
Orthography is lesrned almost aliogether by the eye, thersfare the teacher's
drills in orthography must be of & natore to require the popil to constantly
cbeerve the word forme and print them retentively upon the memory. Cor-
rect pronanciation in also an absclate ald to correst orthography, therefore
in this work we have given the correct pronnuciation and syllabication of
aach word. ’

We have endeavored to moqualnt the learner with the words whick gre
most emential to & practical edneation, It embraces about 5,000 words.
Bpecial attention ia directed to the lessons on bnsiness and law, and syno-
nyms and antonyms. There are nlsc lessons devoted to the different occn-
pations, professions, ete., which will be of dpecial interest to all. We believe
the book to contain amaore exhanstive and » batter clamified list on these
sobjects then any other book pnblished, and it cannot fail to be of special
help to any stodent. The definiticns sre necessarily brief, and even meager
in some instances, yet they meet the ordinary requirementa.

It is hoped, therelore, thet thie book, embodying as it doee the results of
carafol stndy and selectlon of words and containing all that experience has
shown to be necessary, will receive the favor of teachers and stndents
averywhere. We dedicete it to them, believing that it offers & list of stodies
which ia Iar superior to say of its predecessors.

G. 8. K.
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INTRODUCTION

The tollowing suggestions are offered with the hope that they may lead to a
more intelligent upd careful stady of the lessons.

‘Webstor's International Dictionary has been the standerd for pronon-
ciation, ayllabication and orthography of this work, althoogh the Centory,
Standard and other dictiomaries have been consmlted. Capitels have been
uged where required, words divided into syllables, and correct prononcistion
and accent marked. Compound words are separated by & hyphen, When a
word has more than one spelliog, the preferable lorm is given,

The Koy to Pronunclation, it carefally stadied, will sid the popil in giving
the proper sound snd sceent to wards which are so essential in learning to
epell. In faet, correct proonnciation is essential to correct apelling.

The Lessons are arranged sz Miscelleneons, Classided, Bynonyme and
Antonyms, Dictation and Eeviewa, with several lessons on American and
foreign cities. The Classided lessons are distributed throughout the work to
relieve the samenesd, while the order is all thet can be desired. Every
fifteonth lesson I8 & review, but we would suggest that reviews be more
freguent at the discretion of the taacher,

The Methods of teaching spalling are wany, Bome teachers pursue the
plen of pronouneing o lesson &t random and then require the pupily to stady
the misapailed words for the next leason. The author has fonnd the follow-
ing & good plan: Amsign tweoty-fve words for the swcceeding day’es work
which the pupil 18 expected to prapars together with the definitions. A care-
ful study of the definitions will help the stndents to an intelligent compre-
hension of the words and an emrichment of their vocabuolary, ae well a8 giving
them & better command of lnognage. After the teacher promonnces the words
to be gpelled and defined, the pupils are allowsd te exchange books and eor-
rect each other's work, checking all mimspelisd wordd as indicated in the
disgram below while the teacher ia pronoancing, apelling and deflning the
words correctly. Thers are other ways for checking the work, bot we
beliave this is the least bordensome to the teacher. It is sometimes advis-
sble to allow the pupils to teke turns in proooonciog, spelling and deflning
the lessons in making corrections, as this stimnolates their interest in the
work. Mistakes of every kind shonld be carefully noted, The lesson fails
of its complets purposs unless some method in employed te fix npen the mind
of the popll the correct spelling of the misspelled words. All such should
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viii . INTRODUCTION

be cu:m'lull}' reviewed at the succeeding lessom. A carefml record of each
pupil's standing shoild be kept in a book for this purposs, #o that it may be
examined when desired.

Hpelling Blanks or books prepared for the purpose shonld be used for all
the lessons. The reasone are obvicns. Below ia piven f spacimen page of &
convenient form, showing 8 written leazon, corrected,

Lesson —, BabeTHMBEER ——, 19——
' belle, &an attrzctive young lady. l- |
buxom, stout and rowy. oo
comieal, ludierons ; lunny.
disobay, F not to ohey ; to vinlate commanda. .
dominoes,  game, : !
enamel, an external polish for ornamemtation.
enlgma, ariddle; an obscare seying.
eqnivocal, gncertain; of donbtiul meaning. |
gl.‘.n!.‘-&lﬂgjﬁ a pedigree ; lineage.
gesticnlate, to make gestaven,
inebriste, adrutnkard ; to intoxicute.
inferior, v
Inveterate, habilaal.
1aago, , a rope with a mnning noose.
marriage, i the aet of marrying; wedlock.
maonareh, i Boversign.
| nitrogen, am odorless gas. !
1 obellsk, an npright four-sided pillar,
| peddle, ¥ | atrendle.
pedal, i v | tosell from place ta place. b
perusal, reading with sttention.
reduplirate, to repeat again and again.
replenish, to #tock anew.
resaluts, | firm; determined.
tolerate, to endure; to suffer, H
pedal,
peddle,
reaolute,

Some teachers prefer to asmign two lessons, promouncing only twenty-ilve of
the most difficalt words, This method may be adrisable tor advanced classes.

Those who do not care to bave pupils lesrn definitions may use the extra
column for the writing of another lesson, '



