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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE INTELLIGENCE OF
DELINQUENT GIRLS

PART I
1. THE PROBLEM

The question of the delinguent girl is one that has aroused
much interest of late. Vared are the explanations that have
been given as to the causes that have led to the beginning of her
career. Vice Commissions have attempted to investigate the
economic and social conditions that are involved. In several
places, notably at the Laboratory for Social Hygiene, Bedford
Hills, and in Chicagoe, under the direction of Dr. William Healy,
the mental status is being delved into as well. In the latter
instance, the delinquent is being studied from every possible
viewpoint——mental and physical, as well ag environmental and
social. These latter investigations tend to show that the problem
i# no simple one; there is no one ever-present and only cause,
but a number of inter-related factors whose relative importance
varies with each individual caze.

However, apart from those who are worldng experimentally
and scientifically, we find many social workers and, indeed, many
of the general public who have expressed their views on the
subject. Very many of these have stated it as their opinion
that delinquency is due very largely to the fact thet the offenders
are not sufficiently intelligent to care for themselves without
running into difficulties, in fact that the large majority are sub-
norral or feeble minded.

Whether every feeble-minded girl is a potential offender, is
easily led, the tool of a stronger-minded, more gifted person, is
one question, But it is an entirely different question from the
one we have in mind, namely, whether all social and moral
offenders are mentaily ill or mentally unfit.

Are these offenders so lacldng in capacity that they are unable
to earn & livelihood in legitimate vocations ?  [s it because they
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