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THE BELLS.

ARCUMENT.

This play was founded on “The Polish Jew,” a dramatic study
of M. M. Exckmann—Chatrian,

Mathias, who forms a central figure throogh the entire play,
had been, at a period of some ffteen years prior to opening of the
first act, in very disiressing cireumstanees; in fact poverty and
rdin stared him in the face. He owed a sum of money which
he was unable to pav.

One stormy night, the snow falling heavily, thers came to the
inn of which he was the keeper, a traveller whe hore the ap-
pearance and 1o reabity was, 2 Polish Jew. Whilst his horse and
sleigh were bemg cared for by the hostler, he warmed himscif
by the fire and partook of some refreshments. At the expiration
af about an hour he prepared for his departure, He took some
money {rom a girdle which he wore ahoot his waist and n doing
so-displayed & great quantity of golden coin,

Mathias, thongh previously a comparatively honest man, was
sorely templed. He zaw an opportenity of retrieving his last
fortumes and, heedless of [is conscience wheh sinote him terribly,
he determined to kill the Jew and possess himself of his gold

He concealed himself some distance frome the inn and when
the Jew bad seen hiz borse harnessed to the sleigh and had pro-
ceeded some way on hvis journey, Matlias, dizguiged, rushed from
an ambush, axe i hand gnd followed closely affer the sleigh,

ITe struck and killed the Jew, wrenched the girdle containing
the money from the body, and in ooder to conceal the manecr of
the murder, he threw the carpse into his own line kiln where it
wiaz consumed. e was never suspected

The nervons dread procecding from the remorse which
Mathias now feels, the frequent hallucinations, the jmngling of
sleigh hells, which he maagines he hears, terrorize kim and all
bis family and guests with wonder and dismay,



CHARACTERS OF THE PLAY.

Marriag, The Burgomaster.
CumsTian. A young Officer.
WiLnery. Brother to Mathias,
Haxs,

Fatuer WaLten,
Prezinent of the Court.

CLERE of the Court,

A Mesuensy,

A Notapy.

Docror ZixMER

Faanz, A servanl to Mathias

Tawny,
Kant, } (Guests,

Frirz,
Porrise Jew.
Judges, Barristers, Gendarmes, Goests, The Public

Farmers.



COSTUMES,

Marnias.  Black eoat, high yellow vest, black knee-hreeches,
black cloth leggings—large fur coat and fur cap.
énd dress, Drab coat and knee-breeches—stockings and
buckled shoes. Tron-gray wig—smooth {ace—heavy eychrows.
Frd dresp. Blouse with hood,
Coristean.  Officer’s hussac uniform, boots and spurs. Blond
wig and moustache
Hawns,

WavrTer, Similar to Mathias® dress,  Gray wigs.
WiLKELM,

Frawz, Brown velveteon knee-breeches, grav stockings, shocs—
white ballet shirt—rod vest—waiter’s apron,  Black short-
curled wig.

Mesmerisr. Clothes entirely black—white turnover collar—long
black hair—black mounstache and elin beard—very pale makeup
—aeyes made very prominent,

Novary. Black coat, vest, breeches, steckings. Buclkled shoes.
Ruflled front to shirt. White dress wig, Makeup old.

PrEsIDENT,

Junces,

Bemnrsres, | g,

Dr Zimmer Dressed like the Notary, Gray wig.

PoLisa Jew, Large cloake-—fur cap—idark onderclothes, Black
wig and beard.

Tae Guests. Like Mathias sccond dress; Makeup youthful.

} Black gowns—caps—white bag wigs.



PROPERTIES.

Act L

White snow cleth dewn oo stage from the ard up to sth entrance,
inelusive. Table and 3 chairs R, and L. Stove, kettle, ete, R
Sidehoard L. Spinning wheel and steol eenter. Large clock, hands
to worl, up L. Several chairs and an oaken settee, Glasses, de-
canters ard faney chiva on sideboard. Several lighted candles on
table B. Gun and game bog for Hans. Bottle of wine and glass
for Franz. off L. 2 E. Lantern Lo be lighted for Franz, Wind
outside. Snow falling 2] through aet. Jup of wine for Franz,
Glass to brealk in prompt enteance.  Jewel box for DMathias, con-
taining a necklace. Tray containing supper, wine, napkins, ete
Sleigh bells in prompt cntrance.  Curtain on window.

Act 11

Carpet down. Fire in grate up center—tongs. Cabinet up Lo
Sofa dawn B Table and 3 armchaics L. Chairs about the room.
Desk down L. to be lacked—Lkey. Pens, ink end paper on table,
Chureh Bells outside. Snulf box far Mathias, Bunch of keys for
Mathias. Large lesther bag of (coio) money in desk. Book for
Franz. Portfolio and sealed documents for Notary.

Acr 11IL

(In court room.)

Carpet dawn,  TJTudpe's desk eenter. Table R, and L.—chairs
Armehzic Roeenter for Mathias, Papers and documents on tables
and desk. Guns for Gendarmes.

(Tn hedroom), Chintz curtaing oo aleove T, Table at alcove,
also chair. Bed in aleove, chairs R, Lighted candle on table.
Eottle of water and glass for Franz, Key in door R, Sleigh bells
in prompt enteance. Chime of church bells off stage.



ABBREVIATED STAGE DIRECTIONS.

The actor is sopposed to be facing the aodience,

R Rapht of stage, L Leit of stage.

R. I. E—Right first entrance, L. 1, E—Lrit first eptrance.
R. 2 E~Right sec'd entrance. L. 2 E—Leit second entrance.
ete. etc.

R. U. E.—Right upper encrance. L. U, E—Lefr upper cntrance.
D. R. F—Dwoor in right flat. . L. F.—Lwor in lef flat,

Flat, means the scene running across the back of the stage
R. C.—Rizht center of stage, L. C.—Left center of stage.
R. Cor.—Right comer. L. Cor—Leit corner,
C. D —Center daar,
C—Cetiter of stage
Lp—Up stage toward the rear,
Dowm.—Down stage toward the andience,
K —Tn cross the stage.
K's R—To cross to the right of stage.
¥'s L—To cross to the left of stage,
A Drop—A scene let down from ahove,
Time of Eepresentation,—One hour apd threc-quarters.
Place of Action—Alsace,
Period —The winter of 1833,



SCENERY.

Act I,

Fillage Inn. Double Set.

oy Loadsaroe dmp a5 shewing bridge,
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