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HISTORICAL SKETCHES.

CHAP. L

Among those eminent for virtue, energy,
religious weight, and usefulness in church and
state; who left their dwelling places in old
ancestral England, and erossing the Atlantie,
founded their habitations in foreign lands, sur-
rounded by wilderness aspects, and uncivilized
aborigines, was Phincas Pemberton; a goodly
number of his contemporaries, who, like him-
self, were primitive settlers of the country
lying adjacent to the falls of the Delaware
River, in the south-castern part of Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, (a locality recognized
by the general name of Falls)) were those of
congenial character, and who with him, doubt-
less, were largely instramental in shaping the
local affairs, and tuture prospects of the newly
planted eolony, by their wise counsels, their
upright walking, their diligent industry, their
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sidence was at Manchester, England. Pos-
sessing cnergy, fearlessness, and independence
in a remarkable degree, he, in common with
many of his brethren of those days, several
times suffered persecution for conscience sake,
even while serving as an apprentice. After
one of these zeasons of trial, he wrote a long
letter to his father, describing the proeeedings;
this letter has been referred to as portraying
a “sgpecimen of undaunted bearing, honest
firmness, and promptness of reply, little to be
expected in a youth then under age;"
eoncluded in the following language: * Blessed
be the Lord God of everlasting guudziess, that
gave me power and dominion over and above
them all! I can truly say when he (the pre-
siding officer) had uttered all his railing and
bitterness, and all the cruelty that was in him,
it was no more to me than if he had smiled

it s

upon me.” In addition to other railing words,
thiz officer, or justice, as he was called, told

Phineas that this was his second offense, and
if he offended again, he would be hanged, and
that he, himself, would prosecute.
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After a little silence he desired to stand up,
and, being belped by us, he leaned on our
shoulders, and spoke forth in a living spring
of life, of the loving kindness of the Lord unto
him, and how it had been extended, and was
stretched oui, and eontinued still unto him;
and also, how he bad walked and spent his
days in his fear; and of his assurance of his
favors and blessings; and of his willingness to
reccive his dissolution, that he might arrive at
that long desired haven of rest.  And although
he was under great weakness of body, yet, he
wag 20 filled with life, that he livingly spoke
forth his words as when in his strength, to the
penetrating, and piercing, and tendering of my
spirit.”

Phineas relates the following pleasing in-
cident respecting his first acquaintance with
Phebe Harrison, which took place in 1669,
and whom he afterwards married. * Phebe,
with her mother, as they were going into Che-
shire, called at my master’s shop, but I knew
them not ; she being about nine years of age,
said to her mother, (having some cherries in






