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It i# wwell to remeamber concerning
i Booke mnd the Housing of Them ™ that
the books themselves should be worthy
the carathe owner beastows on them. To
thet end it ls impeortant firet, tio salect the
best, or at least good editions of such
standard worka as are without guestion
worthy of a permansnt plase in & well-
salected library, This applies more aspe-
olally to print and illustration, and in o
graat degrasa to the binding—bearing in
mind alwaya that unlsss a book is well
bBound it had batter remain unhound, that
ix to say in the originel cloth, Could &
book spaak it would doubtless say "1
shouid liks to be wall dreased.” Of course
thay should bes spproprimtely dreassed,
acnordingg to the use to whiah they are to
ba put. The sober garments of history and
philsacphy, would ba out of place in
postry and romeanaes. Strength and beauty
should bs hearmoniously blended, s
nacasslty mey reguire, Glvé your books
plangant homes and fit them 19 orfoment
tham. Then you will snjoy them.

- Fuldiker's Nodr.
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On Books and
The Housing of Them,

Ix the old age of his intellect {which
at this point seemed to taste a litile of
decrepitade), Strauss declared * that the
doctrine of immortality has recently lost
the assistance of a passable argument,
inasmuch as it has been discovered that
the starz are inhabited ; for where, he
asks, could room now be found for such
a multitude of souls? Again, in view
of the current estimates of prospective
population for this earth, some people
have begun to entertain alarm for the
probable condition of England (if not
Great Britain) when she gets (say) seventy
millions that are allotted to her against

% In Der alte und der mese Clasbe.
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gix or eight hondred millions for the
United States. We have heard in some
systems of the pressure of population
upon food ; but the idea of any pressare
from any quarter npon space is hardly yet
familiar, Still, I suppose that manya
reader must have been struck with the
naive simplicity of the hyperbole of Su
John,* perhaps a solitary unit of its kind
in the New Testament: **the which if
they should be written every one, 1 sup-
pose that even the world itself could not
contain the books that should be writ-
lm"

A book, even Audubon (I believe the
biggest known), is smaller than a man;
but, in relation to space, I entertain more
proximate apprehension of pressure upon
available space from the book population
than from the numbers of mankind, We
ought 1o recollect, with more of a realized
conception than we commonly attain to,

* yxi, 35.
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that a book consists, like man, from
whom it draws its lineage, of a body and
a soul. They are not always propor-
tionate to each other. Nay, even the
different members of the book-body do
not sing, but clash, when bindings of a
profuse costliness are imposed, as too
often happens in the case of Bibles and
books of devotion, upon letter-press which
is respectable journeyman's work and
nothing more. The men of the Renas-
cence had a troer sensze of adaptation :
the age of jewelled bindings was also the
age of illumination and of the beautiinl
mumigiura, which at an earlier stage meant
side or margin art,* and then, on account
of the small portraitures included in it, _
gradually slid into the modern sense of

miniature. There is a caution which we
ought to carry with us more and more as

¥ First of all it seems to have referred to the
red capital letters placed at the head of chap-
ters or other divisions of works,
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we get in view of the coming period of
open book trade, and of demand prac-
tically boundless, Noble works ought
not to be printed in mean and worthless
forms, and cheapness ought 1o be limited
by an instinctive sense and law of fitness.
The hinding of a book iz the dress, with
which it walks out into the world. The
paper, type, and ink are the body, in
which its soul is domiciled. And these
three, soul, body, and habiliment, are a
triad which ought to be adjusted to one
another by the laws of harmony and good
sense.

Already the increase of books is pass-
ing into geometrical progression. And
this iz not a little remarkable when wea
bear in mind that in Great Britain, of
which I speak, while there is a vast sup-
ply of cheap works, what are termed
‘““ new publications™ issue from the press,
for the most part, at prices fbulously
high, so that the class of real purchasers



